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Hello, I’m ____ calling from ____, a public opinion research company.  (IF RESPONDENT REPLIES IN SPANISH, FOLLOW THE ESTABLISHED PROCEDURE FOR HANDING OFF TO AN INTERVIEWER WHO SPEAKS SPANISH.)  I am not trying to sell you anything or ask for a donation.  We're conducting a public opinion survey among California residents.  Your participation in this survey is voluntary and your responses will be kept completely confidential.  Are you 21 years of age or older?  (TERMINATE IF RESPONDENT IS UNDER 21 YEARS OLD)

A. Before we begin, I need to know if I have reached you on a cell phone, and if so, are you in a place where you can talk safely without endangering yourself or others?

	Yes, cell and can talk safely	1
	Yes, cell but cannot talk safely	TERMINATE
	No, not on cell, but own one	2
	(DON’T READ) DK/NA/REFUSED	TERMINATE

THE FIRST FEW QUESTIONS ARE TO MAKE SURE WE ARE TALKING 
TO A REPRESENTATIVE GROUP OF CALIFORNIANS.

1. In what year were you born?
2002-2005 (21-24)	1
1994-1998 (25-29)	2
1989-1993 (30-34)	3
1984-1988 (35-39)	4
1979-1983 (40-44)	5
1974-1978 (45-49)	6
1969-1973 (50-54)	7
1964-1968 (55-59)	8
1959-1963 (60-64)	9
1949-1958 (65-74)	10
1948 or earlier (75 & over)	11
(DON'T READ) DK/REFUSED	12



2. To make sure everyone is represented in this survey, please tell me with which ethnic group do you identify yourself: Hispanic or Latino, Black or African American, White, Asian or Pacific Islander, multiracial or another ethnic or racial background that I did not mention?

		Hispanic/Latino	1
		Black/African American	2
		White	3
		Asian/Pacific Islander	4
		Multiracial	5
		Another ethnic/racial background	6
		(DON’T READ) DK/Refused	7

3. OK, let’s begin.  Would you say that things in ______ are generally headed in the right direction or do you feel that things are off on the wrong track? (DO NOT ROTATE)

		RIGHT	WRONG	(DON'T READ)
		DIRECTION	TRACK	DK/NA
a. California	1	2	3
b. Your city or town	1	2	3

4. Now I'm going to read a list of people, organizations and places. As I read each one, please tell me whether your impression of that person, organization or place is generally favorable or unfavorable. If you don’t recognize a name or if you have heard about the person, group or place, but do not have enough information to offer an opinion, just say so. (IF FAVORABLE/UNFAVORABLE, ASK: “Is that very or somewhat (FAVORABLE/ UNFAVORABLE)?”)   
					HEARD OF/	NEVER	VERY	SMWT	SMWT	VERY	DON’T	HEARD
	FAV	FAV	UNFAV	UNFAV	KNOW	OF
(ALWAYS ASK ITEM a FIRST)
a.	Governor Gavin Newsom	1	2	3	4	5	6

(RANDOMIZE ALL OTHERS)
[ ]b. The California State Legislature	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]c. The California Department of Cannabis Control	1	2	3	4	5	6

(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY)
[ ]d. Cannabis dispensaries	1	2	3	4	5	6

(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY)
[ ]e. Medical cannabis dispensaries	1	2	3	4	5	6




(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS)
5. Let’s move on to a different topic.  As you may know, in 2016 California voters approved Proposition 64, which legalized the use of cannabis by adults ages 21 and older and permits the state and local governments to tax and regulate the sale, distribution and cultivation of cannabis.  In your opinion, do you think legalizing cannabis for adults ages 21 and older has had a positive or negative impact on California? (IF POSITIVE/NEGATIVE, ASK: Is that very or somewhat (POSITIVE/NEGATIVE)?”)

	Very positive	1
	Somewhat positive	2
	Somewhat negative	3
	Very negative	4
	(DON’T READ) DK/NA/REFUSED	5	

6. As far as you know, is it legal to sell cannabis products, also known as marijuana, in your community?  If you don’t know, you can tell me that too.

	Yes	1
	No	2
	Don’t know	3


7. Next, is it very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all important that ___ (READ EACH ITEM) purchase cannabis products from licensed dispensaries that operate legally?

	VERY	SMWT	NOT TOO	NOT AT 	(DK
	IMPT	IMPT	IMPT	ALL IMPT	NA)
(DO NOT ROTATE)
a. California adults ages 21 and older	1	2	3	4	5
b. Your family members and close friends	1	2	3	4	5

8. If you were to purchase cannabis, would you be very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely or not at all likely to purchase it from a licensed dispensary that operates legally?

	Very likely	1
	Somewhat likely	2
	Not too likely	3
[bookmark: _Hlk139536660]	Not at all likely	4
[bookmark: _Hlk139536744][bookmark: _Hlk139536765]	I would not purchase cannabis	5	
	(DON’T KNOW) DK/NA/REFUSED	6

9. Next, I am going to read you a series of statements related to cannabis dispensaries.  After I read each one, please tell me whether you agree or disagree with it.  (IF AGREE/DISGREE, ASK: “Is that strongly (AGREE/DISAGREE) or just somewhat?”) (RANDOMIZE)

	STRG	SMWT	SMWT	STRG	(DK
	AGREE	AGREE	DISAGR	DISAGR	NA)
[ ]a. Most Californians who purchase cannabis buy from licensed dispensaries that operate legally	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]b. WeedMaps and other websites only list cannabis businesses that operate legally 	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]c. Illegal dispensaries currently operate in my area 	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]d. Consumers have a responsibility to make sure they buy cannabis from licensed dispensaries that operate legally	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]e. Cannabis sold at illegal dispensaries may contain toxic chemicals and other dangerous contaminants	1	2	3	4	5

(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY)
[ ]f. Legal dispensaries sell higher quality cannabis	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]g. It is difficult to identify whether a dispensary is operating legally or not	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]h. My local government prohibits cannabis dispensaries from operating in my area	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]i. Illegal dispensaries often have connections to gangs, organized crime and drug cartels	1	2	3	4	5


	STRG	SMWT	SMWT	STRG	(DK
	AGREE	AGREE	DISAGR	DISAGR	NA)
(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY)
[ ]j. Cannabis sold at legal dispensaries is tested to ensure it is safe	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]k. It is easy to identify whether a dispensary is operating legally or not	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]l. My local government allows cannabis dispensaries to operate in my area	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]m. Illegal dispensaries sell cannabis to minors under the age of 21	1	2	3	4	5

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS)
10. Next, I am going to mention different reasons why some people may choose to use cannabis products.  Using a scale of one to seven, with one meaning DOES NOT APPLY and seven meaning APPLIES A GREAT DEAL, for each of the following please tell me how much that reason applies to people who use cannabis.  Remember, you can use any number between one and seven.

	Does not	Applies a	DK/
	Apply	Great Deal	NA
	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	MEAN
(RANDOMIZE)
[ ]a. Pain management	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]b. To relax, reduce stress	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]c. Sleep aid	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]d. Recreation, social purposes	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]e. Medical treatment	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]f. Anxiety and mental health issues	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8

11. I am now going to read you reasons why people say it is important for Californians who use cannabis to purchase it from licensed dispensaries that operate legally.  Using a scale of one to seven, with one meaning NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT and seven meaning EXTREMELY IMPORTANT, for each of the following please tell me how important that reason is to you personally.  Remember, you can use any number between one and seven. 

	Not at all	Extremely	DK/
	Important	Important	NA
	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	MEAN
(RANDOMIZE)
[ ]a. Legal dispensaries pay state and local taxes to fund public safety, education, healthcare, transportation and other vital services	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]b. Cannabis products sold at legal dispensaries are stringently tested and regulated to protect consumer health and safety	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8


	Not at all	Extremely	DK/
	Important	Important	NA
	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	MEAN
[ ]c. For every dollar spent on legal cannabis, nearly thirty cents is used to fund drug abuse prevention and services for low income families, historically underserved youth, parks and public safety	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]d. Legal dispensaries must provide on-site security and comply with local public safety regulations	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]e. Cannabis products sold at legal dispensaries are grown, harvested and processed using environmentally safe and sustainable practices	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]f. Legal dispensaries must comply with local regulations that can include restrictions on hours of operation and distance from schools, parks and other sensitive areas	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]g. Access to safely regulated cannabis products is essential for medical marijuana patients and individuals who use cannabis to promote health and wellness	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8
[ ]h. By law, legal dispensaries must check IDs of all customers and are prohibited from selling cannabis to anyone under the age of 21	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8

12. I am going to read you some of the concerns people have raised about purchasing from illegal cannabis businesses.  After I read each one, please tell me whether you personally consider it to be an extremely serious concern, very serious concern, somewhat serious concern or not a serious concern.

[bookmark: _Hlk137716529]	EXT 	VERY	SMWT	NOT
	SER	SER 	SER	A SER	(DK
	CONC	CONC	CONC	CONC	NA)
(RANDOMIZE)
[ ]a. Illegal cannabis products don’t have to follow the state’s testing, tracking and safety requirements and could contain harmful pesticides, toxins, mold, heavy metals, bacteria or cutting agents	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]b. Illegal farms are known to use internationally banned neurotoxins, nerve agents and pesticides to cultivate their cannabis, which could end up in the final product	1	2	3	4	5


	EXT 	VERY	SMWT	NOT
	SER	SER 	SER	A SER	(DK
	CONC	CONC	CONC	CONC	NA)
[ ]c. Illegal cannabis businesses are associated with gang activity, human trafficking, illegal guns, dangerous substances, labor abuses and violent crime, and buying illegal cannabis supports criminal activity that harms communities	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]d. Illegal cannabis operators are environmentally hazardous – they contaminate groundwater, poison wildlife, damage ecosystems and steal drinking water from communities that need it	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]e. Licensed, responsible cannabis businesses are struggling to keep their doors open as the illegal market is estimated to account for more than half the state’s cannabis sales	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]f. Illegal cannabis farms are known to be unsafe and unsanitary, with reports of animal abuse, animal deaths, bug infestations and open containers of human waste 	1	2	3	4	5

(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY)
[ ]g. Since 2019, cannabis and tobacco vapes traced to the illegal market caused thousands of hospitalizations	1	2	3	4	5

(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY)
[ ]h. Since 2019, cannabis and tobacco vapes traced to the illegal market caused thousands of hospitalizations and 68 deaths	1	2	3	4	5

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS)
13. Having heard more information, let me ask you again, is it very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all important that _____ (READ EACH ITEM) purchase cannabis products from licensed dispensaries that operate legally?

	VERY	SMWT	NOT TOO	NOT AT 	(DK
	IMPT	IMPT	IMPT	ALL IMPT	NA)
(DO NOT ROTATE)
a. California adults ages 21 and older	1	2	3	4	5
b. Your family members and close friends	1	2	3	4	5



14. I am going to read you statements made by people who say it is important to purchase cannabis products from businesses and dispensaries that operate legally. After hearing each statement, please tell me whether you find it very convincing, somewhat convincing, or not a convincing reason to vote YES in favor of this measure. If you do not believe the statement, please tell me that too. (RANDOMIZE)
[bookmark: _Hlk519836046]
					(DON’T
	VERY	SMWT	NOT	DON'T	READ)
	CONV	CONV	CONV	BELV.	DK/NA
[ ]a. (TESTING) Illegal cannabis products do not have to follow the state’s stringent testing and safety requirements and may contain harmful and dangerous pesticides, toxins, mold, heavy metals, bacteria or cutting agents. To protect health and safety, cannabis sold at state-licensed dispensaries is thoroughly and independently tested to prevent consumers from being exposed to toxins and hazardous contaminants.	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]b. (PUBLIC SAFETY) Illegal cannabis businesses are known to be associated with international organized crime and drug cartels, exposing local communities to illegal weapons, violent crime and fear. State-licensed dispensaries are legitimate business owners who follow the law, pay their taxes, and comply with strict public safety rules that require working closely with local law enforcement, hiring security guards, installing security systems and conducting employee background checks.	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]c. (LABOR) The exploitation and misery of marginalized groups recruited to work at illegal cannabis farms should not be ignored. Cannabis workers at illegal farms are subjected to wage theft, physical and sexual abuse, violence, hazardous conditions and even death. Since 2016, dozens of workers have died at illegal cannabis farms from carbon monoxide poisoning and unsafe living conditions. Purchasing cannabis from state-licensed businesses ensures consumers are not unknowingly supporting unsafe working conditions.	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]d. (TAX REVENUE) When people buy cannabis from illegal dispensaries, our state and local governments lose critical tax dollars that are needed to fund essential services such as public safety, transportation, healthcare, libraries, schools, and more. Purchasing cannabis products from legal, state-licensed businesses would significantly increase tax revenue to invest in essential services.	1	2	3	4	5


					(DON’T
	VERY	SMWT	NOT	DON'T	READ)
	CONV	CONV	CONV	BELV.	DK/NA
[ ]e. (ECONOMIC BENEFITS) The California Department of Cannabis Control estimates that state-licensed legal cannabis businesses support tens of thousands of jobs across the state and annually generate billions of dollars in taxable sales revenue. Supporting legal cannabis businesses will help this new industry become a truly home-grown engine for sustainable economic growth and job creation in California.	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]f. (HEALTH & WELLNESS) Studies show that many adults who consume cannabis do so for health and wellness purposes. Cannabis can be an incredibly helpful tool to manage a variety of health-related issues, from anxiety and insomnia to nausea and chronic pain. Because illegal products may contain contaminants that harm instead of help, purchasing from a licensed California dispensary is the best way to ensure the medicinal benefits.	1	2	3	4	5
[ ]g. (UNDERAGE) Like liquor stores, licensed dispensaries are prohibited from selling cannabis to minors under the age of 21 and must check customer IDs.  Choosing to buy from legal businesses, rather than black market operators, will help to put illegal dispensaries out of business and reduce underage access to cannabis.	1	2	3	4	5 
[ ]h. (SOCIAL EQUITY) To promote fairness and create opportunities to address economic inequality, California created a $200 million equity grant program to help Black and Brown individuals who were directly harmed by the “War on Drugs” enter the new legal cannabis market as entrepreneurs. Purchasing cannabis from licensed minority-owned dispensaries supports these new small business owners.	1	2	3	4	5 

15. In a few of your own words, please tell me what you consider to be the one or two most convincing reasons why you think Californians who use cannabis should buy from licensed dispensaries that operate legally? (OPEN-END; RECORD VER BATIM RESPONSE; ACCEPT MULTIPLE RESPONSES; PROBE FOR SPECIFICS – DO NOT ACCEPT ANSWER LIKE “IT IS A GOOD THING”, “DON’T KNOW”, ETC.)

		

		



16. Sometimes over the course of a survey like this one, please change their minds and sometimes they do not.  Let me ask you one more time, is it very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all important that _____ (READ EACH ITEM) purchase cannabis products from licensed dispensaries that operate legally?

	VERY	SMWT	NOT TOO	NOT AT 	(DK
	IMPT	IMPT	IMPT	ALL IMPT	NA)
(DO NOT ROTATE)
a. California adults ages 21 and older	1	2	3	4	5
b. Your family members and close friends	1	2	3	4	5

17. And, if you were to purchase cannabis, would you be very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely or not at all likely to purchase it from a license dispensary that operates legally?

	Very likely	1
	Somewhat likely	2
	Not too likely	3
	Not at all likely	4	(DON’T READ) DK/NA/REFUSED	5

18. Next, I am going to mention the names of different people and organizations that may speak out about purchasing cannabis from businesses that operate legally. Please indicate whether you would trust each person or organization’s opinion or if you would be suspicious. If you have never heard of the organization, or do not have an opinion, you can tell me that instead. (IF TRUST, ASK: “Is that trust a great deal, or just somewhat?”) (IF SUSPICIOUS, ASK: “Is that very or somewhat suspicious?”) (RANDOMIZE)  

[bookmark: _Hlk98496369]	TRUST				NEVER	
		 A GREAT	TRUST	SMWT	VERY	HEARD	NO
		DEAL	SMWT	SUSP.	SUSP.	OF	OPINION
[ ]a. California Department of Cannabis Control	1	2	3	4	5	6

(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY)
[ ]b. Local police officers	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]c. Snoop Dogg	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]d. Scientists & researchers	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]e. California Medical Association	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]f. Your County Health Department	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]g. The owner-operator of a licensed cannabis dispensary	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]h. Cancer patients who use medical marijuana	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]i. Local emergency room doctors	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]j. Comedians Cheech Marin and Tommy Chong	1	2	3	4	5	6


	TRUST				NEVER	
		 A GREAT	TRUST	SMWT	VERY	HEARD	NO
		DEAL	SMWT	SUSP.	SUSP.	OF	OPINION
(ASK SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY)
[ ]k. Firefighters	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]l. Actor/filmmaker Seth Rogen	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]m. California Nurses Association	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]n. Your County Sheriff	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]o. Cannabis growers and farmers	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]p. California Cannabis Industry Association	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]q. A University of California Professor of Public Health 	1	2	3	4	5	6
[ ]r. Local doctors who specialize in oncology or cancer treatment	1	2	3	4	5	6

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS)
THESE FINAL QUESTIONS ARE FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY.

19. How would you describe yourself politically: are you progressive, liberal, moderate, or conservative? 

		Progressive	1
		Liberal	2
		Moderate	3
		Conservative	4
		(DON’T READ) DK/NA	5

20. Do you have any children under the age of 19 living at home? 

		Yes	1
		No	2
		(DON’T READ) DK/NA	3

21. I don't need to know the exact amount, but please stop me when I read the category that includes the total income for your household before taxes in 2022.  Was it:

		$30,000 and under	1
	$30,001 - $60,000	2
	$60,001 - $75,000	3
	$75,001 - $100,000	4
	$100,001 - $150,000	5
		More than $150,000	6
	(DON’T READ) DK/NA	7



22. This is a completely confidential survey and we need to ask some questions so we can make sure that everyone’s views are reflected.  As you may know, many people from all walks of life use cannabis or marijuana or for a variety of reasons.  Do you know anyone close to you who uses cannabis  or marijuana?  (IF YES, ASK: “Is this person or people a friend or family member?”)

		No	1
		Yes, friend	2
		Yes, family member	3
		(DON'T READ) DK/NA	4

23. Have you ever used cannabis in your life? (IF YES, ASK: “When was the last time you used cannabis or marijuana – was it within the past six months, within the last one to two years, or more than two years ago?”)

		No	1
		Yes, past six months	2
		Yes, one to two years	3 
		Yes, more two years ago	4
		(DON’T READ) DK/NA	5

24. (IF YES TO 23) How frequently do you use or consume cannabis or cannabis products?

		Daily	1
		Weekly	2
		A couple times per month	3 
		Occasionally/not frequently	4
		(DON’T READ) DK/NA	5

25. (IF YES TO 23) As a cannabis consumer, how do you determine where to purchase? (MULTIPLE RESPONSES ACCEPTED)

	Social media apps like Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter	1
	Friends and family recommendations	2
	Web search	3
	Weedmaps	4
	Leafly	5
	Yelp or Google Reviews	6
	Dispensary website and menu offerings	7
	Government websites like the Department of Cannabis Control	8
	(DON'T READ) Don’t go online frequently or at all	9
	(DON'T READ) DK/NA/Refused	10



(ASK QX AND QX IF YES, CODES 2-4 IN QX)
26. As I mentioned earlier, recreational cannabis for adults ages 21 and older became legal in California in 2016.  Did you use cannabis before 2016?

		Yes	1
		No	2
		(DON’T READ) DK/NA	3

27. Do you use cannabis or marijuana for medical purposes? (IF YES, ASK: “Did you receive a medical recommendation from your doctor to use cannabis?)

		No	1
		Yes, received medical recommendation	2
		Yes, no medical recommendation	3 
		(DON’T READ) DK/NA	4

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS)
THANK AND TERMINATE


GENDER BY OBSERVATION:	Male	1
		Female	2

LANGUAGE OF INTERVIEW:	English	1
		Spanish	2

PARTY REGISTRATION:	Democrat	1
		Republican	2
		No Party Preference	3
		Other	4
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OWN/RENT HOME
Homeowners	1
Renters	2

FOREIGN BORN
Yes	1
No	2

REGION
LA	1
LA Area	 2
Bay Area	3
San Diego	4
Sac’to/North	5
Central Valley/Central Coast	6

DMA/MEDIA MARKET
LA	1
SF	2
SD	3
SAC	4
OTHER	5

A/B SPLIT
Split A	1
Split B	2

MODE OF CONTACT/INTERVIEW
Phone	1
Text/Online	2
Email/Online	3
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	2
	3
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