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April 22, 2026


To:	All Interested Bidders  


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 26DPP01205
T0894 – Auditing Services, Acute Care Hospital Common Audit Program

	Previous Quote Submission Due Date: April 30, 2026 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Revised Quote Submission Due Date: May 6, 2026 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #4


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #4 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes:

· Extension of the Quote Submission Due Date to from April 30, 2026 to May 6, 2026 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time);
· Answers to questions; 
· Revisions to the Bid Solicitation; and
· The following new attachment:
· T0894 Attachment T - Charity Care Listing Adjustment Packet – added.

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0894 Revised Bid Solicitation April 22, 2026” and hereafter referred to in this document as “Revised Bid Solicitation.”  The following revisions are included in the Revised Bid Solicitation:
· Section 2.6, Pre-Quote Document Review – revised; 
· Section 4.2, General Requirements – revised;
· Section 4.3.1, Charity Care Audits – revised;
· Section 4.3.3, Ambulatory Care Facility Financial Report Audits – revised;
· Section 4.3.4, Rehabilitative Hospital and Long Term Acute Care Hospital Report Audits – revised; and 
· Section 9.3, Contract-Specific Definitions – revised.

It is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.

Bid Solicitation #26DPP01205

Bid Solicitation T0894 – Auditing Services, Acute Care Hospital Common Audit Program

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Quote Submission
	Please confirm a Bidder may deliver a hardcopy quote instead of submitting a response electronically.

Please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.


	2
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Bidder should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Bidder fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted a Quote, a Bidder should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF), I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Microsoft Edge to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	4
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Bidders to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Revised Bid Solicitation Section 2.2, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions and exceptions to mandatory requirements MUST be posed during the Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Bidder’s suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested change(s).”  Moreover, as stated in Revised Bid Solicitation Section 3.11, Bidder Additional Terms Submitted with the Quote, Bidder proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions may render a Quote non-responsive.




	5
	General
	Can NJDOH kindly extend the proposal due date so offerors have an opportunity to review and address all questions and responses?

The State notes that the Quote Submission Due Date has been previously extended. If applicable, revisions to the Quote Submission Due Date will be posted per the discretion of the State, via Bid Amendment on NJSTART. Bidders are encouraged to refer to the Bid Solicitation and register their firm on NJSTART to receive all Bid Amendment updates. 


	6
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.1, Purpose, Intent And Background
	Are you seeking a change from the outgoing audit firm, and if so, what are the primary drivers of that decision?

This is a reprocurement of the services under T0894 - Auditing Services, Acute Care Hospital Common Audit Program.  It is the State's intent to have these services reprocured to replace the existing contract for these services, which is currently set to expire on May 15, 2027.


	7
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.2, Background
	How has the auditor/client relationship functioned in prior audit engagements, and are there any specific pain points or areas you are seeking to improve?

The State declines to provide an evaluation of its current contractor as part of this Question and Answer period.


	8
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.2, Background
	Please confirm whether a current or prior-year provided-by-client (PBC) listing will be made available to the selected contractor.

Yes, a Provided-By-Client (PBC) listing will be supplied to the Contractor after Contract award.

Please see Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements, as this section has been revised. 


	9
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.2, Background
	Were there any contract modifications in the current contract? If yes, what were they and what was the cause?

To date, the expiring contract did not include any Amendments to the Scope of Work. Please refer to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 1.2, Background, for instructions on how to view the expiring contract.

Please note that  Bidders should not rely upon or use data or information from the outgoing contract when preparing a response to this Bid Solicitation, as this Bid Solicitation addresses the State’s current requirements. Pursuant to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 1.2.1, Notable Changes Since the Last Bid Solicitation: “This Bid Solicitation has been revised since the last reprocurement of this service.  Please thoroughly read the entire Bid Solicitation including all sub-sections.”




	10
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.2, Background
	Were there any disagreements with the prior auditor regarding accounting principles, proposed audit adjustments, audit scope, audit procedures, or other significant matters? If so, please describe them.

The State declines to provide an evaluation of the current contractor as part of this Question and Answer period.




	11
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.2, Background
	Was any material noncompliance identified during the prior year’s audit engagements, and if so, please describe the nature and status of such matters?

No, there were no issues of noncompliance in prior years’ audits.




	12
	Bid Solicitation, Section 1.2.2, Audit Objectives; 

Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements
	In light of independence standards that prohibit auditors from preparing and then auditing their own work, please confirm that all required forms (e.g., Acute Care Hospitals Cost Report Desk Audit Forms A-O) will be prepared and completed by the State or reporting entities, and that the contractor's role will be limited to auditing such forms for completeness and accuracy using Attachment E - 2024 Desk Audit New Jersey Acute Care Hospitals Cost Report Program. Ref: Sections 1.2.2 A-D, 4.3.2

The forms are completed by the reporting entity (hospital). All audit results will be completed by the Contractor using audit programs. 

In accordance with Bid Solicitation Section 4.4, Deliverable Products and Audit Schedules: “The Contractor shall: 

A. Submit a written audit report summarizing all of the significant Cost Report or Charity Care Claims audit findings for each DSH and each Ambulatory Care Facility to be included in the audit sample, as identified by the NJDOH, to the SCM or its designee, in a format determined by the NJDOH; 

B. Provide, to the SCM or its designee, a quarterly electronic data summary of the significant Charity Care Claims audit findings, listing each DSH.” 

For example, the Charity Care audit sample is completed by the Contractor as well as the results of the audit. Please see T0894 Attachment T Charity Care Listing Adjustment Packet, available under the attachments of this Bid Solicitation on NJSTART, for reference.





	13
	Bid Solicitation, Section 3.13.6, Service Performance Within The United States; 

Bid Solicitation, Section 4.2, General Requirements
	Question 1 - Section 4.2 (GENERAL REQUIREMENTS) states, “employees conducting Charity Care audits, Ambulatory Care Facility financial report audits, and Admissions and Revenue Reports (ARR) are located within the State of New Jersey.” However, section 3.13.6 (SERVICE PERFORMANCE WITHIN THE UNITED STATES) states, “all Contracts primarily for services shall be performed within the United States.”  Do all contracted auditors need to physically reside/have their primary place of business in New Jersey? 

Not all Contracted auditors must reside in New Jersey. However, employees conducting Charity Care audits and Ambulatory Care Facility financial report  audits are required to be located within the State of New Jersey per Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements.

In accordance with Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements: “The Contractor must also ensure employees conducting Charity Care audits and Ambulatory Care Facility financial report audits are located within the State of New Jersey and adhere to all State requirements.”

Please note that pursuant to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 3.20, Location: “The Bidder should include the address of where responsibility for managing the Contract will take place.”

Please see Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements, as this section has been revised. 

Question 2 - If auditors no not need to physically reside/have their primary place of business in New Jersey, do all audit procedures need be performed on-site in New Jersey?

No, not every type of audit is required to be performed within the State of New Jersey, with the ability of the Contractor to go on-site. Some may be performed remotely. 

However, in accordance with Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements: “The Contractor must also ensure employees conducting Charity Care audits and Ambulatory Care Facility financial report audits are located within the State of New Jersey and adhere to all State requirements."

Please see Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements, as this section has been revised. 

Question 3 -  Or, can remote work performed be performed when appropriate?

Yes, remote work may be performed within the United States for a portion of the Bid Solicitation’s requirements unless otherwise specified.






	14
	Bid Solicitation, Section 3.20, Location;

Bid Solicitation, Section 4.2, General Requirements
	Are firms headquartered outside the State of New Jersey eligible and welcome to submit proposals in response to this RFP:

Question 1 - If they have a current New Jersey Business Registration Certificate? 

Yes, Bidders located outside the State of New Jersey are eligible to submit proposals in response to this Bid Solicitation.

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:32-44(b), a Bidder and its named Subcontractors must have a valid Business Registration Certificate (“BRC”) issued by the Department of the Treasury, Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services prior to the award of a Contract.  Please refer to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 3.13.11, Business Registration, for additional information. 

Question 2 - And are a licensed CPA firm in New Jersey?

Bidders are not required to be licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA) firms in the State of New Jersey in order to submit proposals in response to this Bid Solicitation. However, all audit report reviews must be performed under the direction of a CPA. 

Please note that in accordance with Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements, the Contractor shall: “Provide audit staff that either have a bachelor’s degree in accounting, finance, or a related field, or have professional experience in accounting, finance, or a related field...”

Please see Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements, as this section has been revised. 


	15
	Bid Solicitation, Section 3.24, Financial Capability Of The Bidder
	Page 13: As a CPA firm, we do not have audited or reviewed financial statements. Would the State accept our internally prepared financial statements and/or additional documentation such as certification from our CFO, bank reference, or Dun & Bradstreet Report?

The State will accept internally prepared financial statements for the most recent fiscal year, provided they are formally approved by the Bidder’s management. While additional documentation like bank references or a Dun & Bradstreet Report is not required in place of these statements, Bidders may include them as supplemental support.


	16
	Bid Solicitation, Section 3.25, State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions
	On an annual basis, what is the breakout between the fees for regularly scheduled services and those for additional projects.

The State declines to provide this information. Additional/Special Projects are only required in rare circumstances and have not been requested throughout the term of the current contract to date.

Pricing for Special Projects under the Contract resulting from this Bid Solicitation will be based on State-Supplied Price Sheet Price Line 5 – All-Inclusive Hourly Rate for Special Projects. Pursuant to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 3.25, State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions: “The Bidder shall submit pricing for all price lines in order to be considered for award.” 

Please see the State-Supplied Price Sheet, available under attachments of this Bid Solicitation on NJSTART, for more details.


	17
	Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements
	Given that the Bid Solicitation contemplates audits of Charity Care Claims, cost reports, and financial reports for various New Jersey facilities, please confirm whether the resulting audit deliverables are expected to include an opinion on the financial statements issued in accordance with Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards (GAGAS). Ref: Section 1.1

No, the Contractor is not required to issue an opinion. However, pursuant to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements: “The Contractor shall schedule and perform all audits in accordance with the Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards (GAGAS) and in accordance with the NJDOH regulations.” 

Please reference Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements for additional information. 


	18
	Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements
	Since continuity of the Charity Care Claims audit process is critical (as well as the other audits), how quickly upon award of the contract will the successor auditor be able to meet with and have access to the predecessor auditors workpapers?

If applicable, Working Papers will be provided to the awarded Contractor at the Project Launch Meeting specified in Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.1, Project Launch Meeting/Orientation Meeting.


	19
	Bid Solicitation Section 4.4, Deliverable Products And Audit Schedules
	Can you kindly provide representative sample deliverables for each of the following engagement/audit types? 

Question 1 - Desk audits of New Jersey Acute Care Hospital Cost Reports 

Please review the T0894 Attachment E - 2024 Desk Audit New Jersey Acute Care Hospitals Cost Report Program, available under the attachments of this Bid Solicitation on NJSTART, for examples of desk audits of New Jersey Acute Care Hospital Cost Reports.

Question 2 - Financial report audits of licensed New Jersey Ambulatory Care Facilities 

Please review the T0894 Attachment H - Ambulatory Care Facility Financial Report Sample, available under the attachments of this Bid Solicitation on NJSTART, for examples of financial report audits of licensed New Jersey Ambulatory Care Facilities.

Question 3 - Audits of Rehabilitative Hospitals, Long Term Acute Care Hospitals, and Non-Public Psychiatric Hospitals

Please review the T0894 Attachment L - New Jersey Rehabilitative, Long Term Acute Care, and Non-Public Psychiatric Hospitals Admissions and Revenue Report, available under the attachments of this Bid Solicitation on NJSTART, for examples of audits of Rehabilitative Hospitals, Long Term Acute Care Hospitals, and Non-Public Psychiatric Hospitals.

Please refer to Revised Bid Solicitation Section 2.6, Pre-Quote Document Review, for additional information. 


	20
	Bid Solicitation Section 4.6, Expert Testimony And Litigation Support
	Under the current contract, how many times have these services been required?

To date, expert testimony and litigation support have not been required under the current contract.


	21
	Bid Solicitation Section 8.16, Contract Award
	Question 1 - When is the anticipated award date? 

The Division intends to complete the Award during 2026. 

Question 2 - If the award was pushed out by a few months, will the initial due date for the Ambulatory Care Facility Financial Report Audits be extended?

Yes, adjustments to audit due dates will be made dependent on the Contract effective date. In accordance with Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.4, Deliverable Products and Audit Schedules: “This Contract may begin in the middle of an assessed year’s audit. The following audit schedules are dependent on Contract effective date.”

Please see Revised Bid Solicitation Section 4.2, General Requirements, as this section has been revised. 




New Jersey Is an Equal Opportunity Employer • Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper

2

image1.png




