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August 7, 2024


To:	All Interested Bidders  


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 24DPP01045
T0465 – Tree Trimming, Pruning, and Removal Services - Statewide


	Quote Submission Due Date: August 20, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions;
· An Optional Pre-Quote Conference was held via Teams Meeting on July 10, 2024, in accordance with Bid Solicitation Section 2.5, Optional Pre-Quote Conference. There were four (4) firms in attendance:

1. Asplundh Tree Experts
2. Rich Tree Services
3. Midhurst Tree Care
4. Independence Constructors


It is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.









Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section.


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Quote Submission
	Q. Please confirm a Bidder may deliver a hardcopy quote instead of submitting a response electronically.

A. Please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.


	2
	Quote Submission
	Q. Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

A. Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Bidder should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Bidder fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted Quote, a Bidder should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	PDF Documents
	Q. When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF), I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

A. It is recommended that users utilize Microsoft Edge to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox, it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	4
	Exceptions
	Q. Will the State allow Bidders to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

A. As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 2.2, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions and exceptions to mandatory requirements MUST be posed during the Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Bidder’s suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested change(s).”  Moreover, as stated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.11, Bidder proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions may render a Quote non-responsive.


	5
	3.15
Bidder Quote Overview Form
	Q. I am unable to open or download the Quote Overview Form. This is a "crdownload". How should I proceed?

A. The Bidder Quote Overview Form has been re-uploaded as an attachment with the correct file type.

Please refer to the Attachment titled “T0465 Quote Overview Form 8/7/2024.


	6
	[bookmark: _Toc169616524]3.19 
State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions


	Q. Can we pick and choose which items in the bid to quote on?

No. Bidders must provide pricing for all twenty-eight (28) items within a Region to be deemed eligible for award of that Region. However, Bidders can submit quotes for one (1) region, all three (3) regions, or any combination thereof. Please reference Bid Solicitation Section 3.19, State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions.


	7
	2.2
[bookmark: _Toc169616488]Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms And Conditions (SSTC)

	Q. Asplundh Requests the following changes to the Standard Terms and Conditions: 1. Terms §4.1.A –Make comparative negligence. a. Delete “shall assume all risk of and responsibility for, and” on line 1. b. Change “which shall arise from or result directly or indirectly from” to “to the proximate extent such is caused by Contractor’s negligent performance of” on line 3. 2. Terms §4.2.A – Add “to the extent of the Contractor’s obligations under this Agreement” to end of 3rd sentence. 3. Terms §4.2.A – Our policy has coverage endorsements limiting it to our work. Delete “which shall not … breadth of coverage” on last line.

The State does not accept this proposed modification. Terms and conditions on publicly bid procurements must be consistent for all potential Bidders, and cannot be based on a single bidder’s terms. Furthermore, the State declines to limit its potential risks beyond those outlined in the Bid Solicitation.
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