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[bookmark: _GoBack]July 3, 2024


To:	All Interested Bidders  


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 24DPP00978
T2533 – NJDEP Remedial Design Services


	Previous Quote Submission Due Date: July 10, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
Revised Quote Submission Due Date: July 19, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #2


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #2 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions; and

· Extends the Quote Submission Due Date from July 10, 2024, to July 19, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time).


It is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #24DPP00978
T2533 – NJDEP Remedial Design Services

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Quote Submission
	Please confirm a Bidder may deliver a hardcopy quote instead of submitting a response electronically.

Please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.


	2
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Bidder should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Bidder fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted a Quote, a Bidder should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF), I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Microsoft Edge to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	4
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Bidders to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 2.2, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions and exceptions to mandatory requirements MUST be posed during the Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Bidder’s suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested change(s).”  

Moreover, as stated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.11, Bidder Additional Terms Submitted With The Quote: “A Bidder may submit additional terms as part of its Quote.  Additional terms are Bidder-proposed terms or conditions that do not conflict with the scope of work required in this Bid Solicitation, the terms and conditions of this Bid Solicitation, or the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions.  Bidder proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions will render a Quote non-responsive.  It is incumbent upon the Bidder to identify and remove its conflicting proposed terms and conditions prior to Quote submission.”


	5
	Current Contract Terms

	Why is the State issuing an RFP rather than extending the current contract?

Contemplated extensions have been exhausted on the current contract.


	6
	Current Contract Terms

	Are there any restrictions on incumbents bidding on this new RFP?

No, there are no restrictions on incumbents bidding on this new RFP. Please refer to the Bid Solicitation for all requirements.


	7
	Subcontractors
	Is there a markup allowed on subcontractors? If yes, what is the maximum percentage allowed?

Pursuant to the State Supplied Price Sheet instructions, All-Inclusive Hourly Rates for each Contract Year and Extension Year must be submitted by the Bidder for each price line. The State takes no position as to agreements between the Contractor and the Subcontractor. The State has no contractual relationship with Subcontractors, only with the Contractor. Please refer to Section 3.25 for additional instructions related to the State-Supplied Price Sheet.

Regarding markup limits specified by the Bid Solicitation, the State notes that per Section 4.4.4.2G, fees required by utility companies, including telephone, electric power, sewer, gas supply, and utility inspections, shall be paid by the Contractor, with reimbursement by the State.  A maximum 5% markup on these fees may be charged to the State for administrative costs associated with utility fee payment.



	8
	Section 3.0 – Quote Submission Requirements
	Does NJDEP have any project or scope requirement forms that can be utilized in the RFP response?

No. Please refer to Section 3.0 - Quote Submission Requirements for instructions on submitting a Quote. 


	9
	Section 3.19 - Staffing Plan and Resumes

Section 4.10 - Staffing Requirements
	Can the LSRP PMs be listed in the staffing plan as another professional level (i.e., P6 Project Manager, P6 Discipline Engineer, S3 Lead Scientist, S2 Senior Scientist) as well?

A Bidder may list personnel in its staffing plan for another professional level if the personnel is qualified for the position(s).


	10
	Section 3.19.1 - Resumes

	The Bid Solicitation (Item 3.19, Item 3.19.1, item 4.10) includes conflicting phrasing about which staff require a resume. Please clarify by staffing level which staff are considered key and must have a resume submitted with the proposal?

Detailed resumes should be submitted for all management, supervisory, and key personnel to be assigned to the Contract, including, but not necessarily limited to the specified staffing positions detailed in Section 3.19.1. 


	11
	Section 3.19.1 - Resumes
	Is there a minimum or maximum number of pages NJDEP would like to see?

There are no minimum or maximum number of resume pages the Bidder is requested to provide. The Bidder should include the level of detail it determines necessary to assist the Evaluation Committee in its review of the Bidder’s Quote. Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 3.19.1, Resumes, for additional information related to the resume details specified above.


	12
	Section 3.19.1 - Resumes

Section 4.10 - Staffing Requirements
	Two LSRP PMs are required (4.10.K) and two LSRPs are listed as Level P5 (3.19). Since the P Level categories are for engineers, do the LSRPs also need to be engineers?

As specified by Section 4.10K: “For certain tasks under this Contract which do not mandate a Licensed Professional Engineer’s services, LSRPs may function as Project Managers.” The LSRP PMs referenced by this section would not be required to be a Licensed Professional Engineer to function as a Project Manager under Section 4.10K. 


	13
	Section 3.23 – Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope

	Regarding the request for a “comprehensive listing of contracts of similar size and scope…successfully completed,” is there a geographical region and/or timeline that NJDEP prefers so responses are limited/reduced to more relevant projects?

Bid Solicitation Section 3.23 does not include geographical requirements or specific timeframes. Emphasis should be placed on contracts that are similar in size and scope to the work required by this Bid Solicitation.  The Bidder should include the level of detail it determines necessary to assist the Evaluation Committee in its review of the Bidder’s Quote.



	14
	Section 3.23 – Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope
	Is there a minimum or maximum number of contracts/projects NJDEP would like to see?

As stated in Section 3.23, Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope, the Bidder should provide a comprehensive listing of contracts of similar size and scope that it has successfully completed, as evidence of the Bidder’s ability to successfully complete services similar to those required by this Bid Solicitation.  Emphasis should be placed on contracts that are similar in size and scope to the work required by this Bid Solicitation. 

The Bidder should include the level of detail it determines necessary to assist the Evaluation Committee in its review of the Bidder’s Quote. 


	15
	Section 3.23 – Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope
	Is contract experience only desired or can remedial design project experience be provided?

As stated in Section 3.23, Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope, the Bidder should provide a comprehensive listing of contracts of similar size and scope that it has successfully completed, as evidence of the Bidder’s ability to successfully complete services similar to those required by this Bid Solicitation.  Emphasis should be placed on contracts that are similar in size and scope to the work required by this Bid Solicitation. 

The Bidder should include the level of detail it determines necessary to assist the Evaluation Committee in its review of the Bidder’s Quote. 


	16
	Section 3.23 – Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope
	Will contracts be given more weight than individual projects?

As stated in Section 3.23, Experience with Contracts of Similar Size and Scope, the Bidder should provide a comprehensive listing of contracts of similar size and scope that it has successfully completed, as evidence of the Bidder’s ability to successfully complete services similar to those required by this Bid Solicitation.  Emphasis should be placed on contracts that are similar in size and scope to the work required by this Bid Solicitation. 


	17
	Section 3.25 – State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions
	Reference is made to an all–inclusive price for each professional level. Is this only for aspects, such as direct labor rate, overhead, profit; or should this all-inclusive price include aspects, such as travel, reproduction, equipment rental, etc.?

All-Inclusive Hourly Rate is defined in the Bid Solicitation as an hourly rate comprised of all direct and indirect costs including, but not limited to: labor costs, overhead, fee or profit, clerical support, travel expenses, per diem, safety equipment, materials, supplies, managerial support and all documents, forms, and reproductions thereof.  This rate also includes portal-to-portal expenses as well as per diem expenses such as food.

All costs associated with the performance of this Contract must be factored into the All-Inclusive Hourly Rates. 


	18

	Section 3.25 – State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions
	Where is the estimated quantity column on the State-supplied price sheet?

The State-Supplied Price Sheet does not include estimated quantities. The Bidder must provide an All-Inclusive Hourly Rate for each Contract Year (Year 1, Year 2, Year 3) and each Extension Year (Extension Year 1, Extension Year 2, Extension Year 3) of each Price Line. 

Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 3.25 for additional instructions.


	19
	Section 4.10 – Staffing Requirements
	The Bid Solicitation (Item 4.10) clearly defines two large and three small projects are required for Project Managers. Would NJDEP accept a Project Manager with at least five total projects of which more than two are large projects and fewer than three are small projects?

The State declines to modify the referenced Project Manager experience requirements specified by Section 4.10.


	20
	Section 5.9 – Reporting and Supplier Convenience Fee
	Is the supplier convenience fee applicable to all charges under this contract to NJDEP; or is it only applicable on charges to other (than NJDEP) Using agencies and intrastate cooperative purchasing participants?

In accordance with Section 5.9, Reporting and Supplier Convenience Fee, the supplier convenience fee applies to all purchases made under the Contract, including those by NJDEP. 


	21
	State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions - Section 4.0 Indemnification and Insurance
	T&C Document Page 7 of 20: 4.0 Indemnification and Insurance 4.1 Indemnification - Would the following exemption to the Standard Terms and Conditions be acceptable? a. Remove “and/or materials supplied” b. Add “contractor’s negligent performance of” c. The proposed revised clause would read as follows: “The contractor’s liability to the State and its employees in third party suits shall be as follows: A. Indemnification for Third Party Claims - The contractor shall assume all risk of and responsibility for, and agrees to indemnify, defend, and save harmless the State of New Jersey and its employees from and against any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, recoveries, judgments and costs and expenses in connection therewith which shall arise from or result directly or indirectly from the contractor’s negligent performance of the work under this contract, including liability of any nature or kind for or on account of the use of any copyrighted or uncopyrighted composition, secret process, patented or unpatented invention, article or appliance furnished or used in the performance of this contract;”

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions  Section 4.1 INDEMNIFICATION.  The State declines to limit the scope of protections from Third Party Claims.
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