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July 22, 2024


To:	All Interested Bidders  


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 23DPP00814
T3140– Program Implementation and Strategy Advisor

Previous Quote Submission Due Date: July 25, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
Revised Quote Submission Due Date: August 2, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)



Bid Amendment #3


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #3 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment extends the Quote Submission due date from July 25, 2024 to August 2, 2024 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time); and
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions; and
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation titled, “T3140 Revised Bid Solicitation 07.22.24”, and hereafter referred to in this document as the “Revised Bid Solicitation”;
· 3.26 State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions - revised
· 4.1.1 Program/Project Development and Implementation – revised
· 4.3 Other Direct Costs – added
· 4.4 Travel Expenses and Reimbursements – added
· 5.8 Liquidated Damages – revised
· 9.2 Definitions - revised
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, and modifications to the Optional Pre-Quote Conference Presentation please refer to the Revised Optional Pre-Quote Conference Presentation titled, “T3140 Revised Optional Pre-Quote Conference 07.22.24”, and hereafter referred to in this document as the “Revised Pre-Quote Conference”;
· Slide # 1- revised 
· Slide # 4- revised
· Slide # 7- revised
· Slide # 9- revised 
· Slide # 13- revised
· Slide # 19 - revised
· An Optional Pre-Quote Conference was held on May 17, 2024.  The below firms were confirmed to be in attendance:
· MCFA
· Franklin Associates LLC
· CohnReznick LLP
· Solix Inc
·  ICF Incorporated LLC
· CSA Consulting Group
· GrantWorks
· Deloitte Consulting
· HORNE LLP

It is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.


Bid Solicitation # 23DPP00814
T3140– Program Implementation and Strategy Advisor

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer or Microsoft Edge to view PDF documents.  Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received.  An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers n Chrome or Firefox.


	2
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes. Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Bidder should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached. Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Bidder fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form. To review a submitted a Quote, a Bidder should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission. Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	Quote Submission
	Please confirm a Bidder may deliver a hardcopy quote instead of submitting a response electronically.

Please be advised that all Quotes shall be submitted electronically through NJSTART.


	4
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Bidders to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 2.2, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions and exceptions to mandatory requirements MUST be posed during the Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Bidder’s suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested change(s).” Moreover, as stated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.11, Bidder proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions may render a Quote non-responsive.


	5
	General
	Has an incumbent consulting firm assisted DCA in managing these grant funds? If yes, is that firm disqualified from this procurement (conflict of interest or unfair advantage)?

An incumbent consulting firm has assisted DCA in their management of CDBG-DR and FEMA funds. No, the firm is not disqualified from this procurement.

	6
	General
	Is the consulting firm that assisted DCA with the development of the Action Plan(s) disqualified from award of a contract for these services?

No.

	7
	General
	Is there an incumbent vendor for Sandy CDBG-DR and if so, who is the vendor?

Yes. Services are currently being provided by ICF Incorporated LLC.

	8
	General
	Is there an incumbent vendor for Ida CDBG-DR and if so, who is the vendor?

Yes. Services are currently being provided by ICF Incorporated LLC.

	9
	General
	Is there an incumbent vendor for Coronavirus/ARPA and if so, who is the vendor?

No.

	10
	General
	Is there an incumbent vendor for FEMA and if so, who is the vendor?

Yes. Services are currently being provided by ICF Incorporated LLC.

	11
	General
	Will the vendor be developing any new programs as part of this scope of work?

It is possible that the awarded Contractor will assist DCA in developing new programs.

	12
	Section 1.1, Purpose and Intent
	Can DCA confirm that non-SBE and non-DVOB may respond as primes, and this solicitation is not intended as a SBE or DVOB set aside?

Yes, non-SBE and DVOB Contractors may submit a Quote for this Bid Solicitation. This Bid Solicitation has a set-aside requirement for Small Businesses and Disabled Veteran Owned Businesses for subcontracting only. This means that if the Bidder intends to subcontract, it must submit a Subcontractor Utilization Plan and shall take the following actions to make a good faith effort to solicit and hire eligible New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Businesses:

A. The Bidder shall attempt to locate qualified potential New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business subcontractors;
B. The Bidder shall request a listing of New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business from the Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services, Small Business Registration and M/WBE Certification Services Unit if none are known to the Bidder;
C. The Bidder shall keep a record of its efforts, including the names of businesses contacted and the means and results of such contacts;
D. The Bidder shall provide all potential subcontractors with detailed information regarding the specifications; and
E. The Bidder shall attempt, wherever possible, to negotiate prices with potential subcontractors submitting higher than acceptable price quotes.

A Bidder’s failure to satisfy New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business set aside subcontracting or to provide sufficient documentation of its good faith efforts within seven (7) Business Days of a request may preclude award of a Contract to the Bidder.

	13
	Section 1.2, Background
	Does DCA have specific goals for each socioeconomic category? If yes, what are those goals?

In alignment with the federal Justice 40 Initiative, goals for the American Rescue Plan Act are identified in the Annual Report. Similarly, goals for the CDBG-DR funds are identified in the CDBG-DR Action Plans. Links to these documents are included as follows: 

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Superstorm Sandy: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/actionplanamend.shtml

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/idaplansreports.shtml 

New Jersey American Rescue Plan Act State Fiscal Recovery Fund Annual Performance Reports:
 https://gdro.nj.gov/tp/en/financial-analysis/table-view/report?sortColumn=act&sortValue=asc&pageSize=15&pageOffset=0&keyword=performance%20report&lang=en

ARPA 2021 Performance Report: https://gdro.nj.gov/tpbackend/documents/FINAL%20NJ%20Recovery%20Plan%208.31.21.pdf 

ARPA 2022 Performance Report: https://gdro.nj.gov/tpbackend/documents/New_Jersey_2022_Recovery_Plan_Performance_Report_FINAL.pdf 

ARPA 2023 Performance Report: https://gdro.nj.gov/tpbackend/documents/New_Jersey_2023_Recovery_Plan_Performance_Report_7_31_23_FINAL.pdf 




	14
	Section 1.2, Background
	Can DCA provide a breakdown of proposed funding sources totaling $377 million?

HUD allocated $377 million in CDBG-DR funds to the State of New Jersey for recovery services from Tropical Storm Ida. The use of these funds are outlined in the State's CDBG-DR Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida, attached here and available on the DCA website. 

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/idaplansreports.shtml


	15
	Section 1.2, Background
	What type of services are anticipated to be needed for the ARPA funds?

DRM's role as grant manager for ARPA funds is mainly to oversee subrecipient administration of ARPA funded programs. While DRM is ultimately responsible for ensuring ARPA funds comply with all U.S. Treasury requirements, the daily management of the program is the responsibility of the subrecipient. The Scope of Work outlined in the Bid Solicitation as it pertains to ARPA programs is designed to assist DRM to meet its obligation as grant manager.

	16
	Section 1.2, Background
	Of the programs listed in the State’s Action Plan for Hurricane Ida, which programs are included as part of this RFP?

All programs in the State's Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida are included in this Contract.

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/idaplansreports.shtml


	17
	Section 1.2, Background
	Will the vendor awarded be working with existing programs that the State has identified and if so, which ones?

Yes. Programs funded by CDBG-DR funds can be found in the State's CDBG-DR Action Plans, linked below and available on the DCA DRM website. The Division uses FEMA funds for the Mitigation Assistance Program. The program is detailed on the DCA DRM website. For programs funded with American Rescue Act funds, please review the below links: 

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Superstorm Sandy: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/actionplanamend.shtml 

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/idaplansreports.shtml 

American Rescue Plan Act Programs (filter to show programs funded by the State Fiscal Recovery Fund): 
https://gdro.nj.gov/tp/en/financial-analysis/table-view/recovery-program?agency=165490087&sortColumn=programFund&sortValue=asc&pageSize=15&pageOffset=0&lang=en 

American Rescue Plan Act Programs (filter to show programs funded by the Capital Projects Fund): 
https://gdro.nj.gov/tp/en/financial-analysis/table-view/recovery-program?agency=-915571448&sortColumn=programFund&sortValue=asc&pageSize=15&pageOffset=0&lang=en


	18
	Section 1.2, Background
	How much of the Sandy CDBG-DR funding would the selected vendor be expected to manage?

DCA manages Sandy CDBG-DR funds directly. DCA is seeking assistance in meeting our obligations as grant manager to the extent outlined in the Scope of Work for this Bid Solicitation.

	19
	Section 1.2, Background
	How much of the Ida CDBG-DR funding would the selected vendor be expected to manage?

DCA manages Ida CDBG-DR funds directly. DCA is seeking assistance in meeting our obligations as grant manager to the extent outlined in the Scope of Work for this Bid Solicitation.

	20
	Section 1.2, Background
	How much FEMA FMA and HMGP assistance would the selected vendor be expected to manage?

DCA manages FEMA funds directly. DCA is seeking assistance in meeting our obligations as grant manager to the extent outlined in the Scope of Work for this Bid Solicitation.

	21
	Section 1.2, Background
	How much of the $6.6 billion in Coronavirus funding would the selected vendor be expected to manage?

DCA manages ARPA funds directly. DCA is seeking assistance in meeting our obligations as grant manager to the extent outlined in the Scope of Work for this Bid Solicitation.  

	22
	Section 3.13.8, Subcontractor Utilization Plan; Section 3.13.8.1, Small Business and/or Disabled Veterans Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Contract
	How will the Subcontractor Utilization Plan be evaluated (e.g., Pass/Fail versus Points toward the overall evaluation score)?

If the Bidder intends to subcontract, it must submit a Subcontractor Utilization Plan and shall take the following actions to make a good faith effort to solicit and hire eligible New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Businesses:

A. The Bidder shall attempt to locate qualified potential New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business subcontractors;
B. The Bidder shall request a listing of New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business from the Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services, Small Business Registration and M/WBE Certification Services Unit if none are known to the Bidder;
C. The Bidder shall keep a record of its efforts, including the names of businesses contacted and the means and results of such contacts;
D. The Bidder shall provide all potential subcontractors with detailed information regarding the specifications; and
E. The Bidder shall attempt, wherever possible, to negotiate prices with potential subcontractors submitting higher than acceptable price quotes.

A Bidder’s failure to satisfy New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business set aside subcontracting or to provide sufficient documentation of its good faith efforts within seven (7) Business Days of a request may preclude award of a Contract to the Bidder.

	23
	Section 3.13.8, Subcontractor Utilization Plan; Section 3.13.8.1, Small Business and/or Disabled Veterans Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Contract
	Can DCA clarify if there are minimum participation goals for SBE and DVOB subcontractors included in the Subcontractor Utilization Plan?

If the Bidder intends to use a Subcontractor, it shall lists all intended subcontractors on the Subcontractor Utilization Form and submit proof of its good faith efforts to solicit and hire eligible SBE and DVOB subcontractors.

	24
	Section 3.13.8, Subcontractor Utilization Plan; Section 3.13.8.1, Small Business and/or Disabled Veterans Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Contract
	Please confirm that this procurement is not a set-aside, and DCA is NOT specifying minimum subcontracting participation goals, and that completing a good faith effort to solicit SB/DVB participation meets your requirements?

Non-SBE and DVOB Contractors may submit a Quote for this Bid Solicitation. This Bid Solicitation has a set-aside requirement for Small Businesses and Disabled Veteran Owned Businesses for subcontracting only. This means that if the Bidder intends to subcontract, it must submit a Subcontractor Utilization Plan and shall demonstrate a good faith effort to solicit and hire eligible New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Businesses.

	25
	Section 3.13.8,Subcontractor Utilization Plan
	Will the state provide an example Subcontractor Utilization Plan or preferred template?

The Subcontractor Utilization Form is included in Attachment 2 - Standard Procurement Forms Packet, found on the "Attachments" Tab in NJSTART.


	26
	Section 3.13.8.1, Small Business and/or Disabled Veterans Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Contract
	Sections 3.8 and 3.9 state that the small business set aside and veteran owned business set aside are not applicable. 3.13.8.1 states: "This is a Contract with set-aside subcontracting for New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Business." Please clarify if the set asides are applicable.

No, this Contract is not a SBE or DVOB set-aside, meaning it is open to non-SBE and non-DVOB Contractors. This Bid Solicitation has a set-aside requirement for Small Businesses and Disabled Veteran Owned Businesses for subcontracting only. This means that if the Bidder intends to subcontract, it must submit a Subcontractor Utilization Plan and shall demonstrate a good faith effort to solicit and hire eligible New Jersey Small Business Enterprises and/or Disabled Veterans’ Businesses.


	27
	Section 3.13.12, State of New Jersey Security Due Diligence Third-Party Information Security Questionnaire

	Per Section 3.13.12, the Information Security Questionnaire is not applicable to this procurement. This form is listed on slide 7 of the Pre-Quote Conference presentation as "Strongly Recommended" to submit with the proposal. Can you please clarify if bidders are to submit this form?

The NJ Third-Party Security Questionnaire is not required for this procurement and has been removed from the Pre-Quote Conference presentation. Bidders should submit forms as required by the Bid Solicitation.

 A Revised Pre-Quote Conference PowerPoint Presentation is available for view on the "Attachments" Tab in NJSTART.


	28
	Section 3.14.1, Technical Experience; Section 4.1.2.1, Compliance
	Will the awarded Bidder be responsible for providing the NEPA environmental review process for all projects, including Tier I and Tier II site-specific environmental checklists?

In accordance with Section 4.1.2.1, the Contractor shall provide for the implementation of environmental and historic review. This encompasses environmental reviews pursuant to NEPA, to the extent NEPA applies to the funding source. At this time, DRM estimates NEPA environmental reviews to be completed on approximately five hundred (500) housing recovery projects, twenty (20) infrastructure projects, and seventy-five (75) buyout projects.

	29
	Section 3.17, Contract Schedule
	Are there key programmatic dates the State would like vendors to incorporate into the contract schedule?

Contractors should note that American Rescue Plan Act funds must be expended by December 31, 2026. CDBG-DR funds are subject to a period of performance ending September 30, 2029, but the date may be extended for good cause as approved by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. FEMA funds have a two-year period of performance that may be extended by FEMA upon request.

	30
	Section 3.17, Contract Schedule
	Should the requested schedule be provided for each funding source individually or for all programs as a whole?

The requested schedule should be provided for each funding source.

	31
	Section 3.21, Location
	Are staff expected to work on site in New Jersey DCA/DRM offices?

DRM will provide office space for the minimal onsite work anticipated at this time. However in the event DRM requires significant onsite resources which exceed the State's ability to provide office space, the Contractor would be able to charge "Other Direct Costs" (ODCs) for office space with DRM approval as outlined in Bid Solicitation Section 4.3.

	32
	Section 3.23, Resumes
	Can the State confirm whether references in key personnel resumes need to be from client contacts or if they can be internal?

References cannot be internal.

	33
	Section 3.23, Resumes
	Can the State confirm how many references are required for each resume?

At least two references for each resume submitted for key staff.

	34
	Section 3.23, Resumes
	Due to some positions having limited contact with client personnel, would the State agree to only require resume references for project management and leadership roles?

References are requested for key staff. DCA prefers to have references for all staff. 

	35
	Section 3.25, Financial Capability of the Bidder
	For confidentiality reasons, can a privately held company send its financial statements by email directly to a New Jersey Department of the Treasury, Division of Purchase & Property staff member, versus uploading them in NJStart?

No, all files associated with the Bidder's Quote must be submitted via NJSTART. For files the Bidder deems confidential, the Bidder should submit a completed and signed Confidentiality/Commitment to Defend Form with the Quote.  In the event that the Bidder does not submit the Confidentiality form with the Quote, the State reserves the right to request that the Bidder submit the form after Quote submission. The Confidentiality/Commitment to Defend Form can be found in the Standard Procurement Forms Packet via the "Attachments" Tab in NJSTART. 

As part of its Quote, a Bidder may request that portions of the Quote be exempt from public disclosure under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act (OPRA), N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., or the common law. Proprietary, financial, security and confidential information may be exempt from public disclosure by OPRA and/or the common law when the Bidder has a good faith, legal/factual basis for such assertion. The Bidder must provide a detailed statement clearly identifying those sections of the Quote that it claims are exempt from production, and the legal and factual basis that supports said exemption(s) as a matter of law.  The State will not honor any attempts by a Bidder to designate its price sheet, price list/catalog, and/or the entire Quote as proprietary and/or confidential, and/or to claim copyright protection for its entire Quote.  If the State does not agree with a Bidder’s designation of proprietary and/or confidential information, the State will use commercially reasonable efforts to advise the Bidder. Copyright law does not prohibit access to a record which is otherwise available under OPRA.

The State reserves the right to make the determination as to what to disclose in response to an OPRA request.  Any information that the State determines to be exempt from disclosure under OPRA will be redacted.

In the event of any challenge to the Bidder’s assertion of confidentiality that is contrary to the State’s determination of confidentiality, the Bidder shall be solely responsible for defending its designation, but in doing so, all costs and expenses associated therewith shall be the responsibility of the Bidder. The State assumes no such responsibility or liability. 


	36
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Does DCA anticipate soliciting additional firms to implement the actual delivery of the approved Action Plan programs? If yes, can you please provide details on those procurements regarding the scope of services being requested and the anticipated timeline for release?

No. The programs described in the CDBG-DR Action Plan are managed by the Department of Community Affairs or other State agencies.

	37
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Are full implementation services being requested by this RFP, or only advisory and technical assistance? If yes, can you please provide details on the actual work that would be performed?

The Scope of Work outlined in the Bid Solicitation and includes advisory, technical assistance and implementation services. At this time, DRM requires minimal implementation services, however the need may change based on the funding and programs selected in the future.  Please bid based on the current need as described in the Bid Solicitation.

	38
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Will the awarded Bidder be responsible for intake, eligibility, duplication of benefits determination, damage assessments, environmental and construction oversight for implementing projects, including housing and infrastructure projects?

The awarded Contractor is expected to provide advisory, technical assistance, and minimal implementation services related to program implementation and management for disaster recovery, resilience, and mitigation programs. For details of the required services, refer to Bid Solicitation Section 4.0 Scope of Work.

	39
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Does DCA anticipate that engineering and construction management services will be needed to implement programs?

Yes, however, those services are not part of this Bid Solicitation.

	40
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	If this is a policy and program management contract, will the awarded Bidder be precluded from any subsequent implementation contracts? Or will any implementation services, if needed, be included in subsequent Task Orders to be issued under this contract?

It cannot be determined if a Bidder will be precluded from future service Contracts. Each Contract issued by the Procurement Bureau has different stipulations which will be outlined in each accompanying Bid Solicitation. If the Bidder is eligible for a procurement based on its commodity codes, then it will be notified of the advertisement for that Contract via NJSTART and it must abide by the Bid Solicitation requirements for that procurement.

Refer to Bid Solicitation Section 4.0 Scope of Work for services to be included in Task Orders issued under this Contract. Implementation services, to the extent they are required, are included in Section 4.0 Scope of Work.

	41
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Is the State using a specific software system and/or system of record as part of this scope of work?

Yes, DCA created and owns a custom software package called SIROMS (State Integrated Recovery Operations and Management System).

	42
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Are vendors able to provide software systems under this contract?

Upon DRM's approval, the Contractor may use software to aid them in conducting the scope of services outlined in the Bid Solicitation.  DRM may require access to any software used by the Contractor during the services outlined.  Furthermore, DRM may require integration with any software used by the Contractor with SIROMS, the DRM system of record.

	43
	Section 4, Scope of Work
	Are there specific programs or projects that the staff included in this RFP will be assisting with?

Yes. Please see below links for the CDBG-DR Action Plans, which detail the use of the CDBG-DR funds. Please also see list of ARPA funded programs included below. FEMA funds constitute the Mitigation Assistance Program, which is detailed on the DCA DRM website.

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Superstorm Sandy: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/actionplanamend.shtml 

New Jersey Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery Action Plan for Tropical Storm Ida: https://www.nj.gov/dca/ddrm/plansreports/idaplansreports.shtml  

American Rescue Plan Act Programs (filter to show programs funded by the State Fiscal Recovery Fund): 
https://gdro.nj.gov/tp/en/financial-analysis/table-view/recovery-program?agency=165490087&sortColumn=programFund&sortValue=asc&pageSize=15&pageOffset=0&lang=en 

American Rescue Plan Act Programs (filter to show programs funded by the Capital Projects Fund):
 https://gdro.nj.gov/tp/en/financial-analysis/table-view/recovery-program?agency=-915571448&sortColumn=programFund&sortValue=asc&pageSize=15&pageOffset=0&lang=en 

	44
	Section 4, Scope of Work, B.
	Does this refer to providing cost proposal(s) for task orders that DCA will issue to the winning Bidder after contract execution?

Yes.

	45
	Section 4.1.1, Program/Project Development & Implementation, C-2
	Section 4.1.1.C-2 indicates that the Bidder must establish an interface with SIROMS. Will you please provide details regarding the type of interface?

SIROMS (State Integrated Recovery Operations and Management System) is the State of NJ's system of record for CDBG-DR, ARPA SFRF, CPF, and additional funds used to facilitate financial management, grant management, compliance reporting, document retention, and other administrative tools to manage grants and grant programs. DRM will require interfaces pertaining to records which must be maintained within SIROMS, but which originate in any external systems.  At this time, DRM does not require any interfaces from the Contractor.

	46
	Section 4.1.1, Program/Project Development And Implementation, D & E.
	Are any contractor staff (e.g., Director, Project Manager) expected to be on-site 100% of the time? If not, what percentage of time could be expected to be on-site for key leadership?

Key leadership is not expected to be on-site regularly, though the DRM may request Project Managers on-site for certain meetings.

	47
	Section 4.1.1, Program/Project Development And Implementation, D & E.; Section 4.3 Other Direct Costs
	Will the DCA provide office space for contractor staff working on-site?

DRM will provide office space for the minimal onsite work anticipated at this time. However in the event DRM requires significant onsite resources which exceed the State's ability to provide office space, the Contractor would be able to charge Other Direct Costs (ODCs) for office space with DRM approval as outlined in Bid Solicitation Section 4.3.

	48
	Section 4.1.1, Program/Project Development And Implementation, D & E.
	Does DCA want two labor rates (on-site and remote) submitted for each position?

No.

	49
	Section 4.1.2, Program/Project Management & Operations, F.
	Will DCA be awarding funds to subrecipient agencies? If yes, what programs will subrecipients be participating in?

Yes, DCA awards funds to numerous subrecipients. CDBG-DR funds are largely subgranted to other State agencies. American Rescue Plan Act funds are subgranted to hundreds of subrecipients, including State agencies, counties municipalities, non-profits and private organizations.	

	50
	Section 4.1.2, Program/Project Management & Operations, F.
	Will DCA be awarding funds to subrecipient agencies? If yes, what other services will be provided to DCA subrecipients?

Yes, DCA awards funds to numerous subrecipients. The primary function of this Contract is to provide the services detailed in the scope of work to assist DCA in their management of federal grants.

	51
	Section 4.1.2.2, Policy Team
	Can NJ confirm that the subject matter expertise needs to be centered around these funding streams as related to housing programs and infrastructure: a. CDBG-DR, b. ARPA, c. FEMA Flood Mitigation and Hazard Mitigation, and d. NJ state funding?

Yes, however DRM may identify additional subject matter expertise to carry out the responsibilities outlined in this Contract.

	52
	Section 4.2, Professional Staff Classifications
	The scope of work specifies six professional staff classifications. The full range of activities described in the various action plans will require extensive professional and field staff. Does DCA intend that the successful Bidder will provide only these technical assistance and advisory staff, or potentially all staff required to fully implement the action plans?

Programs will be managed by DCA and its subrecipients with assistance provided by the Contractor in accordance with the Scope of Work in the Bid Solicitation. DRM has limited professional staff classifications to reduce the administrative burden associated with managing this Contract. Contractors are expected to perform the services outlined in this Bid Solicitation within these six professional staff classifications.

	53
	Section 4.2, Professional Staff Classifications
	Does the State anticipate requesting more than one individual for any of the 6 positions?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes. The positions identified are labor categories, not necessarily individuals. However, hours worked by each title holder within a labor category will be billed individually per the State-Supplied Price Sheet. 

	54
	Section 4.4, Travel Expenses and Reimbursements; Section 4.1.1, Program/Project Development, D & E.
	What is the anticipated ratio of remote versus on-site time for staff resources?

Currently, DRM expects the 95% of work to be completed remotely.  However, in the event DRM requires significant onsite resources, the Contractor will be able to charge travel expenses for travel over fifty (50) miles with DRM approval. 

The Contractor shall agree to adhere to the General Services Administration (“GSA”) published travel rules and rates (to include disaster specific amendments) in accordance with the Federal Travel Regulations. Current rules and rates can be found online at https://www.gsa.gov/travel?topnav=travel.   

Travel reimbursements are limited to select management as outlined under Bid Solicitation Section 4.2 that will be identified in the project Task Order. For these predetermined individuals, reimbursable expenses shall be limited to the following:
A. Coach class air fare purchased at the lowest reasonable available rate and baggage fees, to include consultant deployment and demobilization travel;
B. Meals limited to the maximum current GSA per diem rate (receipts not required but will be supplied if HUD or other funding agencies require same);
C. Lodging limited to the maximum current GSA per diem rate to include GSA-or HUD approved lodging waivers; and 
D. Mileage for Contractor privately owned vehicles at the current GSA rate per mile.

All other travel costs will not be allowed. Travel expense and reimbursements will only be made up to the not to exceed limit submitted on the cost Quote. All other travel and reimbursement will be at the Contractor’s expense.


	55
	Section 5.8, Liquidated Damages
	Would the State kindly consider extending the PMOP requirement for Section 4.2 from ten (10) business days, to twenty (20) business days? We recommend this extension in order to provide a comprehensive PMOP, as 10 business days is not enough time to cover what is needed for this document other than the basics. The factors which would benefit from additional time include gathering information from all stakeholders, the quarterly expense budget, and to comply with the provision of a complete and comprehensive method for all core services.

Yes. The Contractor shall submit a Project Management or Operational Plan (PMOP) to the SCM within ten (10) Business Days or an approved extended period, upon request from the awarded Contractor, for up to twenty (20) Business Days following the Kickoff Meeting for the assigned Task Order.

	56
	Section 6.5 Privacy, G.
	Would the State agree to the following change in Section 6.5(G) of the Data Security Requirements – Contractor Responsibility? - Change “24 hours” to “48 hours”.

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the security requirement terms and conditions.

	57
	Section 7, Modifications to the State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions
	Will the State supplement Section 4 (Indemnification) of the SSTC with an additional clause (4.3 Limitation of Liability) to incorporate a reasonable Limitation of Liability clause customary for professional services contracts? Suggested language for consideration: “The Contractor’s liability to the State for actual, direct damages resulting from the Contractor’s performance or non-performance of, or in any manner related to this Contract, for any and all claims, shall be limited in the aggregate to 200% of the total value of this Contract. This limitation of liability shall not apply to the following: A. The Contractor’s obligation to indemnify the State of New Jersey and its employees from and against any claim, demand, loss, damage, or expense relating to bodily injury or the death of any person or damage to real property or tangible personal property, incurred from the work or materials supplied by the Contractor under this Contract caused by negligence or willful misconduct of the Contractor; B. The Contractor’s breach of its obligations of confidentiality; and C. The Contractor’s liability with respect to copyright indemnification. The Contractor’s indemnification obligation is not limited by but is in addition to the insurance obligations. The Contractor shall not be liable for special, consequential, or incidental damages.”

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions Section 4.1 INDEMNIFICATION.  The State declines to limit the scope of protections from Third Party Claims.

	58
	Section 7.1.1, Professional Liability Insurance
	Would the State agree to include the following change to the additional provision in Section 7.1.1?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	59
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State consider raising the indemnification obligation to a standard of negligence or willful misconduct, as follows: 4.1. Indemnification for Third Party Claims - The contractor shall assume all risk of and responsibility for, and agrees to indemnify, defend, and save harmless the State of New Jersey and its employees from and against any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, recoveries, judgments and costs and expenses in connection therewith which shall arise from or result directly or indirectly from the contractor’s negligence or willful misconduct in performing the work and/or materials supplied under this contract, including liability of any nature or kind for or on account of the use of any copyrighted or uncopyrighted composition, secret process, patented or unpatented invention, article or appliance furnished or used in the performance of this contract.

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions Section 4.1 INDEMNIFICATION.  The State declines to limit the scope of protections from Third Party Claims.

	60
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State consider incorporation of a commercially reasonable mutual waiver of jury trial, as follows: To the fullest extent permitted by law, each party hereby irrevocably waives any and all rights to a trial by jury, and covenants and agrees that it will not request a trial by jury with respect to any legal proceeding arising out of or relating to this Contract.

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	61
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to modify SSTC Section 4.1.A, Indemnification, as follows, in order to clarify the indemnity obligations?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions Section 4.1 INDEMNIFICATION.  

	62
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to modify SSTC Section 4.1.A, Indemnification, as follows, in order to clarify the indemnity obligations? Would the State be willing to consider the following clarifications to SSTC Section 4.2 insurance, where such clarifications are intended to align the insurance requirements with typical insurance policies of national service organizations, as follows?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	63
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to add the following additional provision to SSTC Section 5.11, Performance Guarantee of Contractor?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	64
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State consider the following the changes to SSTC Section 5.6, Suspension of Work?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	65
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to the following change to SSTC Section 5.7(B)(1), Termination of Contract – For Cause?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	66
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to replace the word “immediately” with the word “promptly” in SSTC Section 5.11(F)?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	67
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to a commercially reasonable limitation on damages for this project, similar to the limitations it has agreed to on other State procurements?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	68
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	Would the State agree to include the following additional provision in Section 5.8 of the General Contract Terms?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	69
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	In reference to Attachment 1 – State of NJ Terms and Conditions, Section 4.1 Indemnification, will the State consider revisions to this section to include a cap on indemnification liability? This could result in either revising subsection B or adding a limitation of liability clause. 2. In reference to Attachment 1 – State of NJ Terms and Conditions, Section 4.1 Indemnification, will the State consider the following or similar revisions to subsection A. to tie indemnification to contractor’s negligence? A. Indemnification for Third Party Claims – The contractor shall assume all risk of and responsibility for, and agrees to indemnify, defend and save harmless the State of New Jersey and its employees from and against all claims, demands, suits, actions, recoveries, judgments and costs and expenses in connection therewith which shall arise from or result directly or indirectly from the work and/or materials supplied under this contract caused by the contractor’s gross negligence or willful misconduct, including liability of any nature or kind for or on account of the use of any copyrighted or uncopyrighted composition, secret process, patented or unpatented invention, article or appliance furnished or used in the performance of this contract.

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions Section 4.1 INDEMNIFICATION.  The State declines to limit the scope of protections from Third Party Claims.

	70
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	In reference to Attachment 1 – State of NJ Terms and Conditions, Section 4.1 Indemnification, will the State consider revising this Section by separating infringement indemnification terms into its own subsection?

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions Section 4.1 INDEMNIFICATION.

	71
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (2/8/2024)
	In reference to Attachment 1 – State of NJ Terms and Conditions, will the State consider adding a limitation of liability clause such as or similar to the following: LIMITATIONS OF LIABILITY. IN NO EVENT SHALL EITHER PARTY BE LIABLE TO THE OTHER FOR ANY INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES WHATSOEVER (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOST PROFITS OR INTERRUPTION OF BUSINESS) ARISING OUT OF OR RELATED TO THE SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. IN NO EVENT SHALL CONTRACTOR’S LIABILITY IN CONNECTION WITH THIS AGREEMENT (WHETHER IN CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE) EXCEED THE AMOUNTS PAID TO CONTRACTOR DURING THE TWELVE (12) MONTH PERIOD PRECEDING THE CLAIM.

The State of New Jersey declines to change or modify the terms and conditions set forth in the State Standard Terms and Conditions.

	72
	Attachment 1, State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions, Section 3.12, Cybersecurity Incident Reporting Requirement
	Is the Waivered Contracts Supplement part of the contract? If so, please provide.

The State Standard Terms and Conditions are incorporated into and are part of the Bid Solicitation. Please see Bid Solicitation Section 1.4 Order of Precedence of Contractual Terms.
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	Optional Pre-Quote Conference
	Is this presentation available for view to those that have attended?

Yes, the Optional Pre-Quote Conference PowerPoint Presentation is available for view on NJSTART via the "Attachments" Tab. Be sure to refer to the Revised Pre-Quote Conference for updates to the presentation.

	74
	Optional Pre-Quote Conference
	Will the names of the attendees be shared?

The names of the firms that attended the Optional Pre-Quote Conference will be included as part of the Bid Amendments posted with this bid and will be available for view on NJSTART via the "Attachments" Tab.
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