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To: 	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 

Re: 	Bid Solicitation # 21DPP00605
Bid Solicitation: T0741 Foods: Entrees, Frozen, Kosher, Halal, Ovo-Lacto Vegetarian for NJ Department of Corrections
Quote Submission Due Date:  August 3, 2021 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)

Bid Amendment #1

The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions;

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation: # 21DPP00605
	T0741 Foods: Entrees, Frozen, Kosher, Halal, Ovo-Lacto Vegetarian for NJ Department of Corrections 
Answers to Questions


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section.


	1
	N/A
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

Answer: It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default.  If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received.  An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.

	2
	N/A
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all the required documents with my submitted Quote?  

Answer: Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted a Quote a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission. Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.

	3
	Section 1.3.1.1
	Will the State allow Vendors to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

Answer: As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1, Exceptions to the NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): "Questions regarding the SSTC proposed exceptions to mandatory requirements, including the Special and Standard Terms and Conditions in Sections 5 and 9 of this Bid Solicitation must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor's {Bidder's} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes." Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: "Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State's rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive."


	4
	Section 4.4.3.3
	Is a Bidder required to provide specification data sheets for all equivalent brands bid that are not listed as an approved brand? 

Answer: Yes; Vendors {Bidders} are required to provide, with its Quote, specification data sheets for an equivalent brand bid on a given price line. Vendors {Bidders} offering approved products identified in this Bid Solicitation are not required to submit specification data sheets for those approved products only.

Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.3.3 states: "Vendors {Bidders} shall submit with its Quote specification data sheets for all equivalent brands bid. The specification data sheets must document that its product bid meets or exceeds the requirements of the Bid Solicitation specifications.

Vendors {Bidders} offering approved products identified in this Bid Solicitation are not required to submit specification data sheets for those approved products only.  However, all required information identified on the State-Supplied Price Sheet is necessary to confirm specification conformance and must be provided." 

	5
	New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions Section 6.1
	Will price adjustments be considered during the term of the Blanket P.O.? 

Answer: Price adjustments may be considered following Blanket P.O. award. Price adjustments may be requested pursuant to New Jersey State Standard Terms & Condition Section 6.1 which states "in an exceptional situation the State may consider a price adjustment. Requests for price adjustments must include justification and documentation."

	6
	Section 3.7
	Can you please provide the estimated minimum order size per item? It's important to have so we can accurately determine the cost for each item. Historically this information has always been provided in the bid solicitation document.

Answer: Bid Solicitation Section 3.7, Estimated Order Quantities, lists the estimated order quantities that will be ordered by DOC over the three (3) year Blanket P.O. term. 

Bid Solicitation Section 3.7 states, “The State makes no guarantees of Blanket P.O. usage or total quantities ordered during the Blanket P.O. term, including any extension(s) thereof.  The State reserves the right to increase, decrease or eliminate quantities in their entirety.  Product ordering is on an as-needed basis, normally monthly, and order frequency may vary.”

	7
	Section 3.1
	The current bid permits the inclusion of plastic knives in the setups. Did anyone check with your Department of Corrections personnel to see if knives are approved? At the start of the contract, we were informed knives are not acceptable.

Answer: Bid Solicitation Section 3.1 lists all required specifications for the Bid Solicitation. These specifications, including the inclusion of plastic knives, have been confirmed by the Using Agency to be current and accurate. 


	8
	 N/A
	What is the average time from a bid open date to when a business is transferred to a new vendor (given routine evaluation procedures and timelines)? The latest bid opens on August 3rd.

Answer: The State does not track average time between Quote opening dates and Blanket P.O. award dates.

The current anticipated ‘Blanket P.O. Effective Date’ of January 3, 2022, may be found on the ‘Summary’ page of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART, and any revisions to the anticipated award date may be found there.


	9
	Section 7.2
	Does NJ make a good faith effort to ensure a current vendor (who is not awarded the next bid) continues to receive orders until reasonable custom ingredients and packaging inventory levels are used?

Answer: The State does not typically make an effort to ensure that a current Vendor {Contractor} has sold all of their existing inventory before a new Blanket P.O. is in place. Per Bid Solicitation Section 7.2, Blanket P.O.s will be made with reasonable promptness by written notice to the Vendor(s) {Contractor(s)} intended for award. 
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