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[bookmark: _GoBack]August 20, 2021


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 21DPP00597
T2805 - Examination Services for State Boards (Trades)

	Quote Submission Due Date: September 14, 2021 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	

Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes:

· Answers to Vendor {Bidder} electronic questions; and
· Revisions to the Bid Solicitation.

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “Revised T2805 Bid Solicitation 08/20/2021”;

· Please note that Revised T2805 Bid Solicitation 08/20/2021 includes additions and/or revisions to the following Bid Solicitation Sections:

· 3.1.1 Examination Fee – revised; 
· 3.8.3 Photo Identification Badge Fees – revised; and
· 7.1.3 Affirmative Action – revised. 
· Due to concerns with COVID-19, hard copies of Quotes will NOT be accepted. All Quote documents and samples must be submitted through the NJSTART eProcurement site. For more information, see the Special Notice released by the State on March 16, 2020: https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/specialnotices/03162020a.shtml.
It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.

Bid Solicitation #21DPP00597
T2805 - Examination Services for State Boards (Trades)


Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	3.1 General Examination Requirements
	We understand that for the Professional Planner exam, the Professional Planners Board will provide the vendor with the items. In what format will they be provided?

Questions for the Professional Planner examination will be provided to the Vendor {Contractor} in a Microsoft Word document and Portable Document Format (PDF).

	2
	3.1 General Examination Requirements
	What is the annual volume of the Professional Planner exam?

The annual volume of applicants expected to take the Professional Planner examination is approximately 75 to 100.

	3
	3.11.4, Examination Administration - Fire Alarm, Burglar Alarm and Locksmith
	How much does the current vendor charge for each New and Renewal license card?

New and Renewal license cards are  requirements of this Bid Solicitation.  These services are not included in the current Blanket P.O.

	4
	3.11.4, Examination Administration - Fire Alarm, Burglar Alarm and Locksmith
	Does the candidate pay the vendor, or does the vendor bill the state for the License card fee?

The Photo Identification Badge fee is the responsibility of the Candidate and not the State.  Please refer to Section 3.8.3 of the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “Revised T2805 Bid Solicitation 08-20-2021” for additional information. This section has been revised.

	5
	5.8 Ownership of Material
	The State claims ownership of software computer programs, but we are assuming that this does not encompass the bidder’s own proprietary software, or examination items not developed specifically for the State. Vendor will describe its intellectual property in the Quote.

Pursuant to Bid Solicitation Section 5.8, should the Vendor {Bidder} anticipate bringing pre-existing intellectual property into the project, the intellectual property must be identified in the Quote.  Please refer to Section 5.8 of the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “Revised T2805 Bid Solicitation 08-20-2021 for additional information.  



	6
	5.9 Confidentiality
	We request the following change: Vendor’s {Contractor’s} Confidential Information, to the extent not expressly prohibited by law, shall consist of all information clearly identified as confidential at the time of disclosure (Vendor {Contractor}  Confidential Information)should be rephrased to read Vendor's {Contractor's} Confidential Information, to the extent not expressly prohibited by law, shall consist of all information clearly identified as confidential at the time of disclosure or that which may be reasonably understood from the nature of such information itself or the circumstance of such information's disclosure to be confidential or proprietary (Vendor {Contractor} Confidential Information).

The State does not accept the proposed modification.


	7
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer or Microsoft Edge to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.

	8
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted Quote a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.

	9
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Vendors {Bidders} to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): "Questions regarding the SSTC and proposed exceptions to mandatory requirements, including the Special and Standard Terms and Conditions in Sections 5 and 9 of this Bid Solicitation must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor's {Bidder's} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes.  "Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: "Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State's rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive."

	10
	General 

	What is the anticipated award date?

A Notice of Intent to Award will be issued once the evaluation is complete and the intended award complies with the Division of Purchase and Property’s (Division’s) statues and regulations.
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