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September 1, 2021


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 21DPP00580
             T2957 – Appraisal Services for NJ Department of Environmental Protection


	Quote Submission Due Date: September 15, 2021 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions;

· There has been a change to the State-Supplied Price Sheet.  Please refer to the T2957 Revised State-Supplied Price Sheet which has been made part of this Bid Amendment #1.  The Vendor {Bidder} should submit this REVISED State-Supplied Price Sheet with its Quote.

· Cell E17 on the State-Supplied Price Sheet has been fixed and is now accessible. 

· Please note that all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications of the Bid Solicitation as a result of this eQ&A are noted in the T2957 - Appraisal Services for NJ Department of Environmental Protection REVISED Bid Solicitation;

· Section 7.1.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation has been updated to reflect the following: “The intended Vendor {Contractor} must submit a copy of a New Jersey Certificate of Employee Information Report, or a copy of Federal Letter of Approval verifying it is operating under a federally approved or sanctioned Affirmative Action program.  Intended Vendors {Contractors} not in possession of either a New Jersey Certificate of Employee Information Report or a Federal Letter of Approval  must complete the Affirmative Action Employee Information Report (AA-302) located on the web at https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/contract_compliance/.”

· An Optional Pre-Quote Conference was held on August 11, 2021, in accordance with Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.5, Optional Pre-Quote Conference. No firms were identified as attendees for the optional teleconference.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #21DPP000580
Bid Solicitation T2957 - Appraisal Services for NJ Department of Environmental Protection

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	General
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	2
	General
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising of the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed nonresponsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted Quote, a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Divisions Quick Reference Guide entitled, How to Review a Submitted Quote- which is available in the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	General 
	Does the appraiser applying need to be on the Green Acres approved list (approved with DEP) or can an MAI Appraiser apply (without being approved prior)?

No.  An Appraiser does not need to be on the Green Acres approved list to submit a Quote for this Bid Solicitation. However, the Vendor {Bidder} must be a qualified NJ State Certified General Real Estate Appraisers (SCGREA).  

As per Section 4.4.3.3, Additional Submissions, “At the time of the Quote due date, the Vendor {Bidder} should submit a list of the licensed SCGREA staff members who will be performing the duties of this Blanket P.O. along with a copy of each staff member’s NJ license. If the Vendor {Bidder} fails to submit the SCGREA license for a proposed Appraiser, and if the State is unable to verify the Appraiser’s license, the Appraiser may be removed from consideration as part of the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} Quote.” 





	4
	General
	I know I was “recommended for award” for the 2019 master blanket PO for appraisal services for the DEP.  I also know that the master blanket was removed in 2020.

While I am applying for the same master blanket PO, I am confused as to whether or not I am on the “approved appraiser list” (what is called the “local appraiser list”). The pdf on the Green Acres website (see attached) shows that I am not. Could you please let me know whether I am approved?  It would seem that I originally met the criteria to be approved regardless of the blanket po.

Please see the answer to Question #3.


	5
	General
	I missed the optional pre-quote conference that was on August 18 and was wondering if there was a transcript of what was said for each of the identified bullet points that was to be covered or a video of the conference available to watch?

The Optional Pre-Quote Conference PowerPoint Presentation can be found on the Attachments Tab of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART titled, “Attachment #6 – T2957 Optional Pre-Quote Conference Power Point”.



	6
	4.4.5 State-Supplied Price Sheet
	When entering data, I find that Cell E17 is not accessible. How should I enter data into this field?

Cell E17 on the State-Supplied Price Sheet has been fixed and is now accessible. The Vendor {Bidder} should complete the Price Sheet in accordance to Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.  Please see the REVISED State-Supplied Price Sheet.  


	7
	4.4.5 State-Supplied Price Sheet
	I am attempting to enter prices within the price schedule excel spreadsheet however one cell (E17) is locked, prohibiting me from bidding on Group 3 – Southern Region Testimony and Litigation Support. I have attached the file for your review.

Please provide a password for the excel document to unprotect the spreadsheet, or upload a revised spreadsheet to the NJ Start Bid Page.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please see the answer to Question #6.


	8
	4.4.1.6 Small Business Subcontracting Set – Aside Blanket P.O.
	After reviewing, the 2021 Bid Solicitation Status has "Subcontracting Only" checked off, whereas the 2019 had "Partial Blanket P.O." checked off. Can you please clarify?

Yes, the 2019 Bid Solicitation was designated as a partial set-aside. 

Bid Solicitation #21DPP00580 has been designated with set-aside subcontracting goals for New Jersey Small Business Enterprises.  The Vendor {Bidder} is not required to use subcontractors.  However, if the Vendor {Bidder} chooses to use subcontractors, it shall be completed in accordance with Section 4.4.1.6, Small Business Subcontracting Set – Aside Blanket P.O.:

If Vendor {Bidder} intends to subcontract, it must submit a Subcontractor Utilization Plan and shall take the following actions to achieve the set-aside subcontracting goal requirements:

A. Attempt to locate eligible small businesses in Categories I, II, III, IV, V, and/or VI as appropriate to the Bid Solicitation;

B. Request a listing of New Jersey Small Business Enterprises from the New Jersey Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services, Small Business  Registration and M/WBE Certification Services Unit;

C. Record efforts to locate eligible businesses, including the names of businesses contacted and the means and results of such contacts;

D. Provide all potential Subcontractors with detailed information regarding the specifications;

E. Attempt, whenever possible, to negotiate prices with potential Subcontractors submitting higher than acceptable price Quotes;

F. Obtain, in writing, the consent of any proposed Subcontractor to use its name in response to the Bid Solicitation; and

G. Maintain adequate records documenting efforts to achieve the set-aside subcontracting goals.
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