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February 28, 2020


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation 20DPP00531
T3116 New Jersey Study on Disparity in State Procurement- Department of the Treasury


	REVISED Quote Submission Due Date: April 15, 2020 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Second Electronic Question and Answer Period: March 6, 2020 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)

Bid Amendment #3


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #3 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· Revised State-Supplied Price Sheet; 
· Revised Bid Solicitation;
· Revised Bid Solicitation Checklist;
· Attachment 1 List of State Contracting Entities;
· Attachment 2 State of NJ Third-Party Information Security Questionnaire;
· Quote Submission Due Date has been extended from Thursday, March 26, 2020 by 2:00 PM until Wednesday, April 15, 2020 by 2:00 PM;
· Answers to electronic questions submitted during first round of electronic Question and Answer period;  
· A second round of electronic Question and Answer period is open until 2:00 PM on Friday, March 6, 2020.
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the State-Supplied Price Sheet, please refer to the Revised State-Supplied Price Sheet entitled “T3116 Revised Price Sheet 02.28.2020”; and for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3116 Revised Bid Solicitation 02.28.2020”. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please also note that the correct T# for this Bid Solicitation is T3116 as indicated in the Bid Solicitation documents. T3119 as listed in NJSTART is an error.  

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation 20DPP00531
T3116; New Jersey Study on Disparity in State Procurement- Department of the Treasury

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. Questions have been paraphrased in the interest of readability and clarity.


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and are unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?


It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.

	2
	Quote Submission  
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?  


Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted Quote, a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote Can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.  

	3
		Exceptions
	Will the State allow Vendors to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?  


As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1, Exceptions to the NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): "Questions regarding the SSTC proposed exceptions to mandatory requirements, including the Special and Standard Terms and Conditions in Sections 5 and 9 of this Bid Solicitation must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor's {Bidder's} suggested changes and the reason(s)for the suggested changes."  Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: "Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State's rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive."



	4
	Pre-Proposal Conference
	Is there a call-in number to participate in the pre-proposal conference? 

A Special Notice was posted on 1.31.2020 which provided the information for the call-in number to participate in the optional pre-Quote conference. 

	5
		RFP Document  
	If a vendor submits their quote online, is a hard copy required as well?  

A hard copy Quote is not required if a Vendor {Bidder} submits their Quote online.  

	6
	Pre-Quote Conference  
	Is there a dial in number for out of state bidders for the Pre-Quote Conference 2/3/2020? 

Refer to Question #4.

	7
	Teleconference Number for Pre-Quote Conference.
	Is there going to be a call-in number supplied for the pre-quote conference on Monday, Feb 3? 

Refer to Question #4.

	8
	Pre-Proposal Conference
	Can the pre-quote conference be attended via conference call? If so, please provide the call-in information. Thank you.  

Refer to Question #4.

	9
	Interviews  
	What are the total number of anticipated interviews for State staff, vendors, contractors, etc.? 

It is anticipated that approximately two (2) staff from each major procuring entity will need to be interviewed. This is estimated to be approximately 15-20 individuals.

	10
	General  
	When does the state expect to award this contract?  

A Notice of Intent to Award (NOI) will be issued once the evaluation is complete and the intended awardee complies with the Division of Purchase and Property’s (Division’s) statutes and regulations.

	11
	General  
	What is the budget for this study?

This information is kept confidential until issuance of NOI.   

	12
	Section 1.2
	Does the state track race, ethnic, and gender employment of vendors contracted or working on projects as a subcontractor/sub consultant/
supplier? 

No, this information is not tracked for subcontractors; however, the State has the raw data in various formats for both prime vendors and subcontractors for women and minority owned businesses.

NJSTART allows for self-reporting of women and minority owned business categories. New Jersey Selective Assistance Vendor Information (NJSAVI) certifies women and minority owned business categories.

	13
	Section 1.2
	It is the State's desire to conduct an employment analysis of vendors and subcontractors contracted with the State or on State contracts?  

No, this information is not required.

	14
	Section 1.2
	Are there more recent reports than the following -Division of Minority and Women Business Development Quarterly Report (4th Quarter 2007) -Division of Minority and Women Business Development Annual Report (2008)?

No; however, the State has the raw data up to the present on which those reports are based. That data may be compared to State Contracting Entities’ data.

	15
	Section 1.3.6
	The link to the DMWBD Reports are dated in 2008. Does the State have reports produced during the proposed study period?  

Refer to Question #14.

	16
	Section 2.3
	Will all State agencies and Quasi-State agencies included in the disparity study?

[bookmark: _2.2_contract_specific][bookmark: _3.0_Scope_of]State Agencies and Quasi-State Agencies with the statutory authority to enter into contracts are included in the disparity study.  Currently there are approximately 94 such entities.

	17
	Section 3.2A
	When does the State anticipate that FY20 expenditure data will be available for the study?

Approximately August 1, 2020.

	18
	Section 3.2A
	Does the State track expenditure with veteran owned businesses and disabled veteran owned businesses?  

No; however, the State has the raw data in various databases. That data may be compared to State Contracting Entities’ data.

	19
	Section 3.1G
	How many state, including quasi-state, entities have different purchasing policies, programs, and procedures?

There are approximately 75. Refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020; Section 2.3 has been revised and Attachment 1, List of State Contracting Entities has been added via this Bid Amendment.

	20
	Section 3.2A
	Are commodity codes maintained for each MWVOB in the State's certification directory?

Yes, NJSAVI includes commodity code information.

	21
	Section 3.2A
	Does the State maintain specific race, ethnicity, and gender of certified firms?   

Yes, NJSAVI certifies women and minority owned business categories. Veteran businesses are also certified.

	22
	Section 3.2A
	Is the selected vendor analyzing state and federally funded contracts or purchases, or just State funds?  

For contracts procured by the Division and the majority of other State agencies, the selected Vendor {Contractor} shall analyze State contracts, regardless of funding source.   For any State procurement entity that must comply with the federal Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) requirements, the Vendor {Contractor} shall only analyze State funded contracts.

	23
	Section 3.2A
	Are the State's expenditure data centralized or decentralized? 

The majority of the State expenditure data is centralized; however, some expenditure data is decentralized.

	24
	Section 3.2A
	Are the State's expenditure data electronically maintained in a database system?

The majority of the State expenditure data is electronically maintained; however, some expenditure data is not.

	25
	Section 3.2A
	A) If the State maintains subcontractor awards and/or expenditure data, are the data centralized or decentralized? 

B) Are the data electronically maintained in a database system?  

A-B: This information is not tracked in a centralized database. Certain State Contracting Entities may track it.

	26
	Section 3.2A
	If the State maintains subcontractor awards and/or expenditure data, are the data electronically maintained in a database system?  

Refer to Question #25.

	27
	Section 3.2A
	Does the State maintain vendor registration and/or bidder data for the proposed study period?  

Yes, there are various databases that maintain this information.

	28
	Section 3.2A
	If the State utilizes a centralized financial system, how long has the system been in place?

Refer to Question #23. The length of system service varies. The major centralized system is New Jersey Comprehensive Financial System (NJCFS) and it has been in place since 1993.

	29
		Section 3.2B
	What codes does the state use for industry classification?  

Various classification codes are utilized including NIGP.

	30
	Section 3.2B.3
	A) How does the state define NJ “regions”? 

North, Central, and South.

B) Do they use North, Central and South as the NJ DOT?

Yes. 

	31
	Section 3.2C
	Does the State maintain the following for vendors that received contracts/purchase orders: 

A) Race, ethnicity, and gender

B) NIGP, NAICS, or other type of commodity code 

C) unique vendor id 

D) contract or PO number 

E) Award and/or paid amount 

F) Agency codes/references

A-F: Yes, there are various databases that maintain all of this information.

	32
		Section 3.8.3
	Will the state be conducting background checks or will that be the responsibility of the selected vendor?

Section 3.8.3 of the Bid Solicitation requires the Vendor {Contractor} to perform background checks. 

	33
	Section 3.8.3
	If the vendor is responsible for background checks, does the State have a specific service the vendor must use?  

The State does not have a specific service that the Vendor {Contractor} must use for background checks.  

	34
	Section 3.8.3
	If the vendor is required to conduct background checks, what level of background check will the State require?  

The State requires that the Vendor {Contractor} perform background checks of personnel sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the Bid Solicitation.  

	35
	Section 3.8.1D
	What documentation does the state require of the "independent review of the effectiveness of the Vendor's (contractor's) information security program"?   

Refer to Attachment 2 to this Bid Amendment. The State’s Third-Party Information Security Questionnaire has been added. This must be submitted with the Quote. Also refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020, Section 4.4.3.3.4 for revised Quote submission instructions.

	36
	Section 3.8.19
	Is this required if the business mobile devices are used for email access only and no other access to any systems?

Yes, data could be transmitted via email.

	37
	Section 4.4.1
	The items listed in this section do not align with the Bid Solicitation Checklist. What forms are required with the quote submission?  

See Revised Bid Solicitation Checklist. The Offer and Acceptance Page should be submitted with the Quote, but must be submitted prior to negotiations. 

	38
	Section 4.4.1
	What forms are required to be submitted by subcontractors with the quote submission?  

If the Vendor {Bidder} is utilizing subcontractors, it shall submit a Subcontractor Utilization Plan. The Vendor {Bidder} should ensure that the subcontractor is certified as either an SBE or DVOB with the State at the time of Quote submission. If the Vendor {Bidder} cannot locate a registered SBE/DVOB, it shall submit documentation demonstrating its good faith effort to meet the set-aside subcontracting target.

	39
		Section 4.4.1.6
	What are the set aside goals (i.e. numeric targets) for small businesses and/or DVOB?  

The State has an overall goal of using SBEs for 25% of the dollar value of its overall contracting.  See N.J.S.A. 52:32-21 and E.O. 71-2003 (McGreevey).  The State has an overall goal of using DVOBs for 3% of its contracting spend.   See N.J.S.A. 52:3-51.5.

	40
	Section 4.4.7
	Does the State have a preferred outline for the presentation?  

Vendor {Bidder} presentations should follow the format in the Scope of Work, i.e., Vendors {Bidders} should address the requirements in each section of the Scope of Work as it did in its Quote. 

	41
	Section 6.7.1
	Can you share the scoring and/or weighting matrix that will be used to evaluate proposals?  

This information is kept confidential until issuance of NOI.  

	42
	Section 9.5.11
	Does this section (items D-I) apply to this solicitation?  

Section 9, the New Jersey State Standard Terms and Conditions, is appended to every procurement.  Some sections may not relate to a particular procurement, but they are included because they are part of the document.   In this instance, it does not appear that sub sections D through J are applicable to this Bid Solicitation.   

	43
	Section 4.4.1.6 A
	Attempt to locate eligible small businesses in Categories I, II, III, IV, V, and/or VI as appropriate to the Bid Solicitation" Do we need to locate small businesses in categories I, II, and III or is it sufficient to locate small businesses in just one of these categories?  

Pursuant to the check boxes on the first page of the Bid Solicitation, for this procurement, the Set-Aside for Small Business is satisfied if the Vendor {Contractor} subcontracts with an SBE in any of the three size-based categories.  

	44
	Section C
	A) In regards to subcontractor information, Is New Jersey's subcontractor data centrally located or spread throughout the state?

B) Is your subcontractor data available digitally or in hard copies?


C) What subcontractor information does the State of New Jersey track?  

A-C: Refer to Question #25.

	45
	Section 4.2
	Please confirm that all RFP requirements, including attachments, can be submitted on NJSTART only, and that if we submit a bid electronically, attachments with original signatures are not required to be mailed.  

Confirmed. All required documents can be submitted electronically.   If the Quote is submitted electronically, attachments with original signatures need not be mailed.  

	46
	RFP Document
	Please clarify how contracts/expenditures are coded. 

A) Does the State use NAICS or NIGP, or some other type of commodity code? 

Refer to Question #29.

B) How detailed is the commodity coding for the services contracted/procured? For example, if NAICS codes are used are they at the 2-digit level, which is a broader description of services (NAICS code 23=Construction) or at the 6-digit level, which is more detailed (NAICS 238160 =Roofing Contractors).

It varies as various classification codes are utilized including NIGP.   

	47
	RFP Document
	Please explain how subcontract data are maintained. 

A) Does the State maintain data on payments made to subcontractors? 

B) Please explain how the data are maintained, such as in contract files, contract management system, scanned documents. 

A-B: Refer to Question #25.

	48
	RFP Document
	Does the State maintain information on Bidders/Respondents to RFPs/RFQs?  

This information is maintained in various databases/formats.

	49
	RFP Document
	Does the State track the race/ethnicity and gender classifications of 

A) Prime and sub vendors? 

B) Registered vendors? 

C) Bidders/Respondents to RFPs/RFQs? 

D) Prime contractors/consultants? 

E) Subcontractors/Subconsultants?  

No, this information is not tracked; however, the State has the raw data in various formats for both prime vendors and subcontractors for women and minority owned businesses that may be compared to State Contracting Entities’ data.

For example, NJSTART allows for self-reporting of women and minority owned business categories. NJSAVI certifies women and minority owned business categories.

If this question is not completely addressed, please revise, clarify, and resubmit in the second Q&A round.

	50
	RFP Document
	The State indicates the program is MWVOBs. 

A) Aside from Minority and Women businesses does the State look for the vendor to analyze Veterans separately as part of the study? 

Yes, an analysis of Veteran-Owned Businesses is part of the study. Each category requires a separate analysis.

B) If the State is looking to analyze Veterans does the State code the procurement data as such?  

It is not coded that way, but the raw data is available in various databases/formats.

	51
	RFP Document
	The State indicates that as part of the availability MWVOB data shall include relevant information impacting capacity such as gross revenues, total annual receipts, total employees, years of experience, required licensure, or other uniform and relevant measures. Does this mean the Vendor should provide an availability database that includes these elements?  

Yes. Refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020; Sections 3.2 (B.2) and 3.5 (F) have been revised for clarity.

	52
	4.4.5.4 Delivery Time and Costs
	Will the state allow and pay monthly invoices toward each milestone?  

No, the State does not accept this proposed modification.

	53
	3.2 and 3.3 /Public Works Contractor Registration Act and Public Works Contract
	Are 3.2 and 3.3 applicable to this contract?  

The State does not consider this procurement to involve Public Works; therefore, these sections of the NJSSTCs are not applicable to this procurement.  

	54
	4.2 Insurance
	Are subcontractors required to carry the insurance requirements described in A through C?

No, subcontractors are not required by the Bid Solicitation to carry any particular insurance coverage. The State is not in a contract with any subcontractor(s); the Vendor {Contractor} is responsible for the work its subcontractor(s) perform.  

	55
	Payment to Vendors
	If invoices can only be submitted when milestones are met, can the State allow Milestone Reports (vs. monthly) of Subcontractor Utilization?  

No, the State does not accept this proposed modification.

	56
	RFP Document  
	The State states for utilization they want total dollars paid to MWVOB firms broken down by prime contacts and subcontracts. does this mean prime and subcontracts separately?  

Yes.

	57
	RFP Document  
	Is there a specific percentage goal for subcontracting with a SBE or DVOBE? If so, please provide.  

Refer to Question #39.  

	58
	section 4.4.4.3 RESUMES
	This section requires that for each key personnel the resumes includes detailed information, including contact names, tasks, and dates for each project similar to the NJ scope. 

A) Given that many key personnel have worked on over 50 such projects, would it be sufficient for the resumes to simply list the projects key personnel have worked on? 

The State cannot advise Vendors {Bidders} as to the number of projects that should be highlighted; however, the Vendor {Bidder} should submit sufficient information upon which to evaluate the experience of its personnel.   

B) And for the detail that the State is requesting, can proposers provide that for the prime firm proposer and for the last ten years rather than for all projects?  

The State cannot advise Vendors {Bidders} as to the number of projects that should be highlighted; however, the Vendor {Bidder} should submit sufficient information upon which to evaluate the experience of the firm.    

	59
	Section 4.4.4.5
	The RFP requires a comprehensive list of previous projects by the bidder that includes two contacts with phone numbers. Many firms have conducted hundreds of such studies. Will the State accept a list of comparable projects, with information for one contact, for the last five years?

Refer to Question #58.   

	60
		Section 4.4.5
	What constitutes providing documented experience for subcontractors?

The State cannot advise Vendors {Bidders} as to the number of projects that should be highlighted for subcontractors; however, the Vendor {Bidder} should submit sufficient information upon which to evaluate the experience of the firm including subcontractors.   

	61
	RFP Document  
	If a vendor submits their quote online, is a hard copy required as well?

No, a hard copy is not required if the completed package is submitted electronically.  See Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.2    

	62
	RFP Document  
	What is the proposed budget for the study?  

Refer to Question #11.

	63
	State-Supplied Price Sheet, Bid Solicitation #20DPP00531
	Is it acceptable to add tasks to this preprinted sheet, or are these the only items for which the State seeks pricing?

No, it is not acceptable to make any changes to the State-Supplied Price Sheet.  The Vendor {Bidder} shall submit its prices to perform the Scope of Work. If a Vendor {Bidder} has requested changes to the State-Supplied Price Sheet, it should submit in the second Q&A round. 

	64
	Page 6, Section 1.1 Purpose and Intent
	A) Given that data collection of contracts from the agency to be included in the study takes place in the first 2 months of the study timeline, will you accept a proposal that covers July 1, 2015 through December 31, 2019, since data through June 2020 will not yet be available? 

No, the State does not accept this proposed modification. Refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020; Sections 3.4 (C) and (J) and 4.4.3.3.5 have been revised. Vendor {Bidder} schedule milestones should be addressed in timeframes, not calendar dates since the timeframe for gathering all the data is to be determined, i.e., two (2) weeks to complete task X, not task X to be completed on April 1.
 
B) Approximately, how many contracts were there for these years combined?

This information is not tracked in a centralized database; however, raw data is available in various databases/formats.

C) Approximately, what was the total dollar value of those contracts?
 
Refer to Item B above.

D) Which state agencies will be included in the study?

Refer to Attachment 1 to this Bid Amendment which includes the list of State Contracting Entities.

	65
	Page 10, Section 1.3.6 Pre-Quote Document Review
	Are there more recent reports from the Division of Minority and Women and Business Development than the 2007 quarterly and 2008 annual reports?

Refer to Question #14.

	66
	Page 19, Section 3.1 General Requirements, Bullet G
	How many State contracting entities, policies, programs, procedures, practices, and related information are to be reviewed?

Policies, programs, procedures, practices, and related information will vary by State Contracting Entity. The list of State Contracting Entities is included as Attachment 1 to this Bid Amendment.

	67
	Page 20 Section 3.2.B B. MWVOB Availability Data Analysis, paragraph #2
	The courts have held that there is no requirement for a capacity analysis to determine the availability of firms in the agency’s geographic and industry market, and this is the approach recommended in the National Model Disparity Study Guidelines. Will the State accept a proposal that correctly does not import discriminatory variables into the availability estimates and that is not legally required?

Refer to Question #51.

	68
	Page 20 Section 3.2.C C. Utilization Analysis, paragraph #4. b
	Does this state track subcontractor award amounts for all certified and non-certified subcontractors?

Refer to Question #25.

	69
	Page 22, Section 3.4.A. General Requirements, paragraph 3.d
	Does the state track the number of employees and gross revenue for all firms, including subcontractors?

Yes, the State tracks the number of employees for contracted Vendors and subcontractors through Affirmative Action certification. Refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020; the State does not require gross revenue in the database file.

	70
	Page 22, Section 3.4.A. General Requirements, paragraph 3.f
	Does the state track the total number of dollars paid to each contracting entity by year?  

This information is not tracked in a centralized database; however, raw data is available in various databases/formats. Also, refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020. This item has been revised for clarity.

	71
	Page 25, Section 3.8 ? Security Plan
	The required security plan seems inapplicable to a small firm or to a disparity study. There are no statutory, regulatory, contractual, and policy requirements relevant to our organization’s programs of work and information systems. Will the state accept a proposal that does not provide for this Security Plan?

No, the State does not accept this proposed modification. Also, refer to Question #35.

	72
	Page 41, Section 4.4.1.2.1 ? Ownership Disclosure Form
	It appears a sole-proprietor should check “No” as the answer to the first question in Part I and then skip the rest of the form as it only applies to corporations, partnerships, and LLCs. Is this correct?

Correct.  The form seeks to determine the individuals who own entities which are submitting a Quote.   If the Vendor {Bidder} is an individual, then checking “No” for the first question is appropriate.  

	73
	Page 49, Section 4.4.4.6 Financial Capability of the Vendor {Bidder}, paragraph B
	Audited or reviewed financial statements are very expensive and unnecessary for any other purpose for a small firm. Will the state accept tax returns to meet the requirement of the certified financial statement (audited or reviewed)??

If the Vendor {Bidder} does not have audited or reviewed financial statements, there are other documents which can provide the State’s analysts with sufficient information.   Your firm will be contacted after Quotes are received.  

	74
	Page 66, Section 7.1.3 Affirmative Action
	If a Vendor {Bidder} is a sole proprietorship, is the New Jersey Certificate of Employee Information Report, or a copy of Federal Letter of Approval, still required?

Every Vendor {Bidder} must supply the required documents, or fill out the Affirmative Action AA-302 report and receive a Certificate of Employee Information Report prior to Blanket P.O. award. 

	75
	State Contracting Entities
	How many State Contracting Entities in New Jersey?

Refer to Question #19.

	76
	Data Collection
	Page 19, Section 3.2A

A) Is the State's procurement centralized so that we only need to go to a centralized source for data collection, or will we have to collect data from various departments? This will substantially affect a price quote. 

Refer to Question #14.

B) Please explain the various sources from which we will need to collect the following data for the study and whether the data will be in electronic format (Excel of PDF) or paper format: a. Bidder data or Bid tabulations; b. Payment data; c. Award or Purchase Order Data; d. Vendor Data; e. Subcontractor Data

This information is maintained in various databases/formats. If this question is not completely addressed, please resubmit in the second Q&A round.

	77
	Forms Required with Quote
	On page 40, Section 4.4.1.1, Offer and Acceptance page, it says that this form should be submitted with the quote. However, the Bid Solicitation Checklist says the form Must be submitted with the quote. Please clarify.


Refer to Question #37.  

	78
	Scope of Work-MWVOB Availability Data Analysis
	Page 20 Section 3.2 B. States that MWVOB data shall include relevant information impacting capacity such as gross revenues, total annual receipts, total employees, years of experience, required licensure, or other uniform and relevant measures. 

A) Are you expecting the consultant to only use firms in availability for which that information can be collected or can the consultant conduct a regression analysis that controls for these factors? Otherwise numerous MWVOB firms who are available but for whom this information is able to be collected will be excluded from the Study. 

Yes, regression analysis is acceptable if it is consistent with the Bid Solicitation requirement for valid statistical sampling. Also, refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020. This item has been revised for clarity.

B) Also, if this is required from MWVOBs, it should also be required of all firms to be included.  

Refer to Revised Bid Solicitation dated 02.28.2020. If this question is not answered with this revision, please submit again in the second Q&A round.

	79
	Subcontractor Utilization
	Is there a small business goal?  

Refer to Question #39. 

	80
	section 4.4.5
	Please clarify what needs to be included in the cost proposal.

There are four (4) price lines for the Vendor {Bidder} to complete.  Line Items 1-4 require either a Firm Fixed Price, or an All-Inclusive Hourly Rate.   Milestones 1-6 under Line Item 1 are not to be filled in by the Vendor {Bidder}, as these values will self-populate once a price is entered for Line Item 1. Vendor {Bidder} should also fill in its name at the top of the page. Refer to Section 4.4.5.2 for price sheet instructions. Also, refer to Revised State-Supplied Price Sheet dated 02.28.2020; the unit of measure for Line Item 2 has been revised for clarity.   

	81
	Small Business Certification
	Will small businesses certified outside NJ be accepted?  

No, New Jersey’s SBE and DVOB statutes require that such businesses have their principal place of business in New Jersey.  See N.J.S.A. 52:32-19 (SBE) and N.J.S.A. 52:32-31.2 (DVOB).  

	82
	Section 4.4.1.6
	The Bid Solicitation references subcontracting categories 4, 5, and 6. Is this an error?

No, this is not an error.  There are 6 Categories of SBE under the applicable statute.   The Vendor {Bidder} should choose those SBEs who are qualified to do the work.   Since the Bid Solicitation is for the provision of services, Categories I, II and III are applicable.  

	83
	Section 4.4.1.6
	What percentage of the subcontractors need to be small businesses and/or disabled veteran-owned?

Refer to Question #39.

	84
	Section 4.4.1.6
	Do small businesses or disabled veteran-owned businesses used for subcontracting have to be from New Jersey?

Refer to Question #81.

	85
	Section 4.4.7
	Are Vendors required to submit a PowerPoint of their Oral Presentation as part of their Quote submission?


Vendor {Bidder} is not required to submit a Power Point presentation along with its Quote, unless it intends to use a Power Point presentation as part of its Oral Presentation.  The Vendor {Bidder} should submit all materials and documents that it intends to use in its Oral Presentation with the Quote.  

	86
	Section 4.4.1.6
	What are the specific subcontracting goals for this small business and disabled veteran-owned business set aside?

Refer to Question #39.

	87
	Section 4.4.1.6
	What constitutes a “good faith effort” in terms of meeting the set-aside subcontracting goal?

The actions identified in Section 4.4.1.6, items A through G, if adequately documented, would constitute a good faith effort.  

	88
	Section 4.4.1.6

	If I am already a small business, do I still have to make the “good faith effort” in terms of meeting the set-aside subcontracting goal?

If a Vendor {Bidder} intends to use a Subcontractor, it is required to undertake a good faith effort to find an SBE Subcontractor.  

	89
	Section 4.4.2
	Do both the Vendor and the Subcontractors need to submit all required forms?

Refer to Question #38.  

	90
	Section 1.4.8
	What forms are required to be submitted in the case of a Joint Venture?

All forms required of an individual Vendor {Bidder} are required from all entities that form a Joint Venture Vendor {Bidder}.   The Joint Venture agreement is also required.  

	91
	Award Date
	When does the State expect to award the contract?

Refer to Question #10.

	92
	Section 6.5
	Who are the members of the evaluation committee?

This information is kept confidential until issuance of NOI.  

	93
	Section 6.7
	What are the scoring categories and weights?

This information is kept confidential until issuance of NOI.  

	94
	Section 3.8.3
	Who is responsible for conducting background checks, the State or the Vendors?

Refer to Question #32.

	95
	Section 4.4.2
	A) What forms are required with the Quote?

Refer to Question #37.

B) What forms are not required with the Quote, but must be submitted before the contract is awarded?

Refer to Question #37.

	96
	Section 4.4.1.1
	Is the Offer and Acceptance Page required with the Quote or just before the contract is awarded?


Refer to Question #37.

	97
	Section 3.8.3
	Does the State have a specific service the Vendors must use to conduct background checks?

Refer to Question #33.  

	98
	Section 4.3
	Are Vendors able to upload multiple documents in NJSTART?

Yes, Vendors {Bidders} may upload more than one document to NJSTART.  

	99
	Section 4.4
	Do volumes 1, 2, 3, and 4 have to be submitted separately in a sealed envelope?

No, the volumes may be submitted together, in the same envelope, provided the sections are sufficiently labeled.  

	100
	Section 1.4.7.2
	Is the procedure for a Quote withdrawal after Quote opening, but prior to Blanket P.O. award the same procedure used to make redactions?

No.   If a firm wishes to withdraw its Quote, it should follow the procedures set forth in Bid Solicitation Section 1.4.7.2.   If a firm wishes to submit a redacted version of its Quote, it should use redacting software, such as Adobe Acrobat Pro, and submit the redacted Quote to the State, either with or following its unredacted Quote.  If a Quote is withdrawn, it is not evaluated and not considered for an award.   If a Quote is redacted, the redacted version is kept for use in case a public request for documents is made.  The unredacted Quote will still be evaluated for possible award.  
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