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September 22, 2021


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders}

Re:	Bid Solicitation # 20DPP00477
T2311- Legal Research Services


[bookmark: _GoBack]Revised Quote Submission Due Date: 09/14/2021 (2:00PM-EST)
NEW REVISED QUOTE SUBMISSION DUE DATE: 10/14/2021 (2:00PM-EST)


Bid Amendment #08


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #08 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:

· Answers to electronic questions submitted during the second round of the Electronic Question and Answer (Q&A) period;
· A revised version of the Bid Solicitation uploaded as T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021; and
· A revised version of the Bid Solicitation uploaded as T2311 Revised Price Schedule 09/22/2021. 
The Bid Solicitation has been modified due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak and the declaration by the World Health Organization of a global pandemic and Governor Murphy’s Executive Orders declaring a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency.
Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the State-Supplied Price Sheet and Bid Solicitation, please refer to T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021. Failure to submit a technical and price Quote in response to the revised documents may render the Vendor {Bidder} non-responsive.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments.

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.

Bid Solicitation #20DPP00477
Legal Research Services

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section.

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Section 3.1.1 Option 4 (f) 
	Would it be possible to obtain a list of what the Library subscribes to as outlined in this requirement: All editions of any legal text or treatise or annotation that the New Jersey State Library already subscribes to (e.g., American Jurisprudence (Am Jur), American Law Reports (ALR), Corpus Juris Secundum (CJS), etc.)

Itemized descriptions of electronic resources or cataloged titles are available on the New Jersey State Library website at: 

https://www.njstatelib.org/research_library/legal_resources/nj_legal_resources/legal_periodicals/


	2
	Section 3.1.1 Option 4 (g) 
	Would it be possible to get a current list of what the Library has for this requirement or what they expect the scope of work to include?  “All NJ regulatory and administrative law materials, including but not limited to all decisions, orders, and opinions by the Office of Administrative Law, and all decisions, orders, and opinions by each agency, department, division, board, bureau, and commission, as available.”

Section 3.1.1 Option 4(g) lists the minimum required databases required by the Vendor {Contractor} under this Blanket P.O.

Itemized descriptions of electronic resources or cataloged titles are available on the New Jersey State Library website at: 

https://www.njstatelib.org/research_library/legal_resources/nj_legal_resources/legal_periodicals/



	3
	Section 3.1.4 (b)

Print and eBooks
	RFP Section 3.1.4 also contains provisions related to print and eBooks, and its subsection (B) requires a platform to access and view eBooks at no additional cost. Please delete "at no additional cost" because there is a charge associated with the platform service we use.

The State does not accept the proposed modification. All costs should be included in the prices quoted on Price Schedule 4 Print & EBook Products of the State Supplied Price Sheet. 


	4
	Pricing for Legal Research Services
	In response to Question 18(a), the State confirms the flat-fee tiered pricing is for individual agencies. Pricing the State receives today under its current contract for legal research services reflects volume discounting as a result of a solo contract award. In response to questions 7 and 70, the State declares its intention to issue multiple Blanket P.O.s. This suggests pricing in RFP responses should reflect ceiling prices that can be discounted on a case-by-case basis for individual agencies. Is that correct?

Yes, pricing in RFP responses should reflect ceiling prices that can be discounted on a case-by-case basis for individual agencies.


	5
	Price Schedule 1
	Amendment 4, question 20, asks about adding additional services for agencies to consider. This is a three-part question: 

A. The State's reply refers to another answer (#19) that does not seem to address this topic. Please revise the response to address the topic. 

The Vendor {Bidder} shall not include any pricing for optional or additional services it provides on the State Supplied Price Sheet. 

B. After the State awards a Blanket P.O., it's possible that an agency will want the Vendor {Contractor} to add more content and services during the life of the contract. Would the State allow amendments to the Blanket P.O. to add new products and services? 

Yes, please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 5.16 of the T2311 Bid Solicitation.

The Vendor {Contractor} shall not begin performing any additional work or special projects without first obtaining the State Contract Manager’s recommendation and the Director’s written approval.

C. What would be the process for doing so?

Should the State deem an Amendment is required post award, it will engage the Vendor {Contractor} at that time.


	6
	Price Schedule 1
	For initial inquiries due Aug. 28, 2020, we submitted a question the State did not address in Amendment 4. (For reference, see question 19 submitted through NJSTART on Aug. 27.) We repeat the question here for the State's reply. Section 4.4.5.2(A), Price Schedule 1, page 47, along with Price Schedule 1, Flat Rate Access Price Sheet for Premium Legal Services: The section and the Price Schedule 1 request a flat rate for legal services in Section 3.1.1. How should we include optional add-on content and solutions so that Using Agencies that express interest in them during the life of the contract will have a means to purchase them? (Amendment 4, question 20, poses a similar question.)

The Vendor {Bidder} should not include any pricing for optional or additional services it provides on the State Supplied Price Sheet. Pursuant to Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.2, Vendors {Bidders} shall not alter in any manner or include any attachments to State Supplied Price Sheets. Any terms and conditions that conflict with the Bid Solicitation may render the Quote non-responsive. See Section 4.1 of the Bid Solicitation.  See also In Re Request for Proposals # 17DPP00144 (Pharmacy Benefits Manager) 454 N.J. Super 527, 186 A.3d 332, App. Div. 2018; In Re Motor Vehicle Commission Surcharge, 2018 N.J. Super Unpub LEXIS 285, 2018 WL 766856 App. Div. 2018. 

Please see response to Question #5, for the process for additional services a State agency might request post award.


	7
	Price Schedule 4
	[bookmark: _Hlk69392069]This inquiry relates to the State's response to Question 49. The Price Schedule 4 (discounts off print/eBook products) requires a singular discount percentage in each column and does not accommodate the full range and options for discounts we offer. Our discounts vary based on multiple factors: volumes of purchases, new purchases vs. renewals or updates, multi-year purchases, dual-media purchases (i.e., the title is included in both the online and print subscriptions), and more. To provide assurances and more helpful information for Using Agencies, please consider amending the RFP in one of the following ways: - Inserting language to reflect discounts in Price Schedule 4 are minimum percentages, and deeper discounts are permissible based on various circumstances (volumes, multi-year contracts, new purchases, and dual-media purchases). - Allowing Bidders to insert in each column of Price Schedule 4 a range of discounts in the following categories: multi-year purchases, volume purchases, new purchases, and dual-media purchases. - Deleting Price Schedule 4 and allowing Bidders to provide instead a narrative description of discounting options.


The State does not accept the proposed modification. Discounts in Price Schedule 4 should reflect ceiling prices that can be discounted on a case-by-case basis for individual agencies. This cost narrative may be included within the Quote. The Price Schedule shall not to be altered.  

Pursuant to Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.2, Vendors {Bidders} shall not alter in any manner or include any attachments to State Supplied Price Sheets. Any terms and conditions that conflict with the Bid Solicitation may render the Quote non-responsive. See Section 4.1 of the Bid Solicitation.  See also In Re Request for Proposals # 17DPP00144 (Pharmacy Benefits Manager) 454 N.J. Super 527, 186 A.3d 332, App. Div. 2018; In Re Motor Vehicle Commission Surcharge, 2018 N.J. Super Unpub LEXIS 285, 2018 WL 766856 App. Div. 2018. 


	8
	Bid Amendment 04 Q3

Section 4.1, General
	To fulfill regulatory requirements and our contractual obligations with data suppliers, Vendor terms must be part of the agency agreements for access to our online data. In response to the RFP mandate that Vendor terms must not conflict with the State’s terms, we will amend our terms and conditions to be compliant. Please confirm that Vendor terms that have been rendered compliant with the State’s terms may be included with the proposal submission.

Pursuant to Bid Solicitation Section 4.1, “A Vendor {Bidder} may submit additional terms as part of its Quote.”  It is incumbent upon the Vendor {Bidder} to identify and remove its conflicting proposed terms and conditions prior to Quote submission.  State will not accept or negotiate terms that conflict with or take exception to the State’s standard terms and conditions or the requirements of this Bid Solicitation.

A Vendor {Bidder} may not submit additional terms for consideration after the Quote opening date.

No additional terms and conditions shall be added to an agency purchase order.

Please see modifications to Bid Solicitation Section 5.1 Precedence of Special Contractual Terms and Conditions.
 

	9
	Bid Amendment 04 Q5 

Section 1.1, Purpose and Intent
	Please clarify whether “individual requirements” refer to new requirements that may arise during the Master Blanket Purchase Order contract period. If not, please further clarify the meaning and intent of “individual requirements.”

The term “individual requirements” refers to any or all portions of Section 3.0 Scope of Work requirements whether included in the original Bid Solicitation or subsequently added during the term of the Blanket P.O.


	10
	Bid Amendment 04 Q6

Section 1.1, Purpose and Intent
	We understand that the Master Blanket Purchase Order will be available for statewide use. Can you please clarify the following: 

A. Are executive branch agencies required to purchase from the Master Blanket Purchase Order (i.e., is it mandatory for executive branch agencies to purchase off the Master Blanket Purchase Order)? 

Yes, executive branch Using Agencies are required to purchase from the Blanket P.O. resulting from this Bid Solicitation.

B. Are all other state agencies required to purchase from the Master Blanket Purchase Order? Or do other state agencies have the option to purchase off the Master Blanket Purchase Order, but are not required to do so? 

Agencies outside of the Executive Branch have the option of purchasing from the Master Blanket PO resulting from this Bid Solicitation


C. Are local and other cooperative purchasing agencies required to purchase from the Master Blanket Purchase Order? Or, are we correct in understanding that local and cooperative purchasing agencies may choose to use the Master Blanket Purchase Order, but are not required to do so? 

Local and other cooperative purchasing agencies are not required to, but may purchase from the Blanket P.O.

D. For a Vendor’s products included in the Master Blanket Purchase Order, will state agencies have the option of purchasing those same products outside of the Master Blanket Purchase Order? 

No, State Using Agencies will not have the option of purchasing products included in the scope outside of the Blanket P.O.

E. Can state agencies purchase comparable research solutions outside of the Master Blanket Purchase Order?

No, State Using Agencies cannot purchase comparable research solutions outside of the Blanket P.O.


	11
	Bid Amendment 04 Q7(b) 

Section 1.1, Purpose and Intent
	We understand that there will be multiple Vendors awarded amongst the various categories of the Master Blanket Purchase Order. Please further clarify whether the state intends to award multiple vendors within Category 1, Legal Research, Monthly Flat-Fee Access. Awarding to multiple vendors for Category 1 will ensure that state agencies have the flexibility to choose the research solution that best meets their individual research needs and the vendor/product that they prefer.

Yes, the State intends to award multiple Vendors {Bidders} within Category 1, Legal Research, Monthly Flat-Fee Access.


	12
	Bid Amendment 04 
Q11

1.3.1.1 Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions
	A. Pursuant to Answer 11, prior to the quote due date, is the State willing to review our additional terms to determine: whether they are acceptable to the State, that there are no conflicting terms, and that they do not diminish the State's rights under the Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation? 

All questions relating to this Bid Solicitation must be raised during the Q&A process.  Answers to such questions are contained within this Bid Amendment.  It is incumbent upon the Vendor {Bidder} to identify and remove its conflicting proposed terms and conditions prior to Quote submission.

B. If the State is willing to engage in this activity prior to the quote's due date, please provide an email address to which we may submit our additional terms. NJSTART's question-submission portal does not provide a feature that would allow us to upload our document for the State's consideration.

See response above.

C. If the State does not wish to review our terms, does this mean that the Vendor {Bidder} can include their terms and conditions for use and access to their services in their Quote, and that all of those terms that do not conflict with the State's Terms and Conditions will be incorporated automatically into the Contract if the Vendor {Bidder} is awarded the Blanket P.O.? 

A Vendor {Bidder} may submit additional terms as part of its Quote. Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State’s rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive.  It is incumbent upon the Vendor {Bidder} to identify and remove its conflicting proposed terms and conditions prior to Quote submission. Where additional terms are submitted they may be accepted, rejected, or negotiated, in whole or in part, at the State’s sole discretion where the terms do not conflict with material terms of the Bid Solicitation or do not diminish the State’s rights under the Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation.

D. How can the Vendor {Bidder} ensure that its non-conflicting terms, including the ones dictated by its licensors and appropriate regulatory bodies, will be included in the final definitive Contract?

Please see the response to Question #8.



	13
	Bid Amendment 04 
Q11

1.3.1.1 Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions
	A. The State's answer to question 11, paragraph 2, says the State will review "exceptions" along with additional terms submitted in the quote. RFP Section 4.1 says, "Vendors {Bidders} shall not submit exceptions in the Quote or on the 'Terms and Conditions' Tab through NJSTART." How should we submit exceptions the State indicates it will review in answer 11? 

The State’s response to question 11, paragraph 2 states:  “Should the Vendor {Bidder} submit exceptions and/or additional terms with its Quote, the State will review same as described in Bid Solicitation Section 4.1.”  This response was intended to alert the Vendor {Bidder} to review Bid Solicitation Section 4.1 carefully and to caution the Vendor {Bidder} about the consequence of including exceptions in its Quote.  Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1 and Bid Solicitation Section 4.1 second paragraph instruct the Vendor {Bidder} that exceptions must be raised during the Question and Answer period.  
However, in the event the Vendor {Bidder} submits exceptions with its Quote notwithstanding those instructions, then such exceptions may render the Quote non-responsive.

Further, additional terms that do not conflict with material terms of the Bid Solicitation or do not diminish the State’s rights under the Blanket P.O. submitted with the Quote may be accepted, rejected, or negotiated, in whole or in part, in the State’s sole discretion.  

B. If the submission of exceptions are not permissible outside of this Q&A process, please add to the RFP timeline a new deadline for additional follow-up questions/requests after the State posts responses, in case the State's responses would prompt additional questions or concerns.

The State will not agree to an additional Q&A period. Both the Bid Solicitation (Section 1.3.1.1) and the first round of Q&A (Question 11) explain the process to request exceptions during the Q&A process.


	14
	Bid Amendment 04 Q15

Subcontracting
	In response to question 15, the State indicates an entity is considered a Subcontractor to the extent "the Vendor {Bidder} entity is using a different entity with a different FEIN to provide all or a portion of the Scope of Work." As we referenced, our sister company an affiliate of ours under the same corporate umbrella and branding as us performs a small portion of our customer support services. It's the sister company we referenced in questions 34 and 72 that shares with us the same common parent company and management hierarchy. Because this entity is outside the U.S., it does not have a FEIN. Please respond to the following: 

A. Would this non-U.S. sister company of ours without a FEIN still be considered a Subcontractor for purposes of this Blanket P.O.? 
(If yes, please respond to next issue below.) 

Yes.

B. RFP Section 4.4.2.1 requires named Subcontractors to have a valid New Jersey Business Registration Certificate ("BRC") issued by the Department of the Treasury, Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services prior to the award of a Blanket P.O. Is this possible for companies without FEINs based outside of the U.S.? 

Information about the Business Registration process is available at https://www.njportal.com/dor/businessformation/home/welcome


C. Is the State willing to waive this requirement or otherwise confirm it does not apply to an affiliate sister company such as ours based outside the country?

This is a statutory requirement that cannot be waived.


	15
	Bid Amendment 04 Q19

Section 3.1, Legal Research Services
	The answer indicates that Correction facilities are using existing public access terminals at State or County Law Libraries. While we have found it is common practice to provide a correctional component for inmate usage in other state-level Master Blanket Purchase Orders, the correctional plans have restrictions and safeguards that would not be in place on public access terminals such as those provided at a State or County Law Library. 

Please verify: 

A. That the correctional users of the public terminals at state or county law libraries are staff at correctional facilities and not inmates. 

Correctional facilities are using existing public access terminals at State or County Law Libraries with external hard drives only for inmate access.  There is no direct internet access.

B. Whether the State would consider an offer of correctional plans for use by inmates at the correctional facilities. As mentioned above, we have found that this is common with other state-level Master Blanket Purchase Orders.

Legal Research Services specifically for the NJ Department of Corrections (DOC) is not required. 



	16
	Bid Amendment 04 Q20

Section 3.1, Legal Research Services
	In our experience, it is common practice for state-level Master Blanket Purchase Orders to include pricing for additional products, so as to provide purchasing flexibility for State agencies. Please clarify the following: 

A. Are the additional services such as those identified in Question 20 examples of the individual requirements noted by the State in the answer to Question 5? 

The term “individual requirements” refers to any or all portions of Section 3.0 Scope of Work requirements whether included in the original Bid Solicitation or subsequently added during the term of the Blanket P.O.

B. Will the state allow Vendors to include additional pricing for solutions/services that go beyond the requirements outlined in the solicitation, so as to provide purchasing flexibility for State agencies?

No, the State is requesting pricing for the listed categories only.

Pursuant to Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.2, Vendors {Bidders} shall not alter in any manner or include any attachments to State Supplied Price Sheets. Any terms and conditions that conflict with the Bid Solicitation may render the Quote non-responsive. See Section 4.1 of the Bid Solicitation.  See also In Re Request for Proposals # 17DPP00144 (Pharmacy Benefits Manager) 454 N.J. Super 527, 186 A.3d 332, App. Div. 2018; In Re Motor Vehicle Commission Surcharge, 2018 N.J. Super Unpub LEXIS 285, 2018 WL 766856 App. Div. 2018. 



	17
	Bid Amendment 04 Q26 

Section 3.1.3, Public Access
	We understand that public access for library patrons is part of the Master Blanket Purchase Order requirements. In our experience, it is common practice with other state-level Master Blanket Purchase Orders to also include plans for use by the librarians, which would have more robust content and functionality than the public access plans. Please clarify if the State would consider specific pricing options for the librarians.

No, the State is requesting pricing for the listed categories only.


	18
	Bid Amendment 04 Q35

3.4(B) Support Services
	This question pertains to the issue in Amendment 4, question 35, subsection (b). The State's response doesn't seem to address the issue. Valuing our customers' time, we strive for hold times that are as brief as possible. Therefore, we respectfully request the following language be deleted from RFP Section 3.4(B): "after providing the customer calling for service with the Accurate expectation (in minutes) of how long they will wait to speak to the Vendor's {Contractor's} agent". Because lengths of our customers' conversations with call-takers can vary, we're unable to predict hold times with certainty.

This response supersedes the response to Bid Amendment #4, Q35, Part 2.

Please see Bid Solicitation Section 3.4(B) of the T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021.



	19
	Bid Amendment 04 
Q36 

Section 3.7 (A), Changes to Services or Technology
	As a data aggregator, we continually acquire data from thousands of sources and are subject to our contracts with suppliers in making the respective information available through our products. Additional supplier terms are mandated for access to the affected content. Please confirm that the State understands that access to new content may be subject to applicable data provider terms.

This response supersedes the response to Bid Amendment #4, Q36.

Please see Section 3.7(A) of T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021. The State understands that access to new content may be subject to applicable data provider terms.  Such terms will be subject to review and potential negotiation to ensure that they do not conflict with the Blanket P.O. before the Blanket P.O. is amended to add the new content.


	20
	Bid Amendment 04 Q38 and Q39, 

Section 3.7 (B), Changes to Services or Technology
	As a data aggregator, we continually acquire data from thousands of sources and the acquisition and changes in content are dynamic. Because of the continual flux required to bring the best content to our customers, we notify customers only of material changes. For example, we wouldn’t notify customers of the removal of a news source when another news source is available that provides the same level of coverage. To provide notification for every change in resources would be burdensome not only to the Vendor but also to the State and to our customers. Please confirm the State’s understanding that Vendors will notify the State of changes to content that are contractually significant (i.e., loss of a resource that can’t be replaced by a comparable resource). Please note that this is consistent with other state-level Master Blanket Purchase Orders.

The State understands that Vendors {Contractors} will only notify the State of changes to content that are contractually significant.


	21
	Bid Amendment 04 Q41

Section 3.7 (D), Changes to Services or Technology
	The language “any enhancements or upgrades” is exceptionally broad. Vendors invest significant resources in the development of new content, features, services, and platforms and should not be required to provide this work product without compensation. It is through charging for these new resources that Vendors are able to reinvest in their services and develop even better resources/services for our customers. We respectfully request the following change be made to the solicitation: “The Vendor {Contractor} shall make available to the State any enhancements or upgrades to either the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} website or search engine features and filters in place at time of contract award at no additional cost.” Please note that this is consistent with other state-level Master Blanket Purchase Orders.

Please see Section 3.7(D) of T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021.


	22
	Bid Amendment 04 Q45 and 46

Section 4.4.1.6 - Subcontracting Set-Aside
	Answers 45 and 46 indicate a Subcontracting set-aside goal for Small Business and/or Disabled Veterans' Owned Business is a requirement for this Bid Solicitation pursuant to Section 4.4.1.6. Depending on the State's responses to questions, the subcontracting services we may need to disclose in our Quote include a small portion of technical support for agencies who call us for assistance. However, these services are provided already by pre-established internal resources, from an entity that is our sister affiliate company and shares with us a common parent company and management hierarchy. (See our question above related to Answer 15.) While section 4.4.1.6 requires specific actions to achieve set-aside goals along with documentation of good-faith efforts, we believe these processes should not apply to our pre-established technical support. It would not be possible to have an external vendor outside of our corporate structure provide the enormous infrastructure and resources necessary for technical support for our products. We can provide these services only with our internal resources including our sister affiliate. In addition, Section 4.4.1.6(D) would require us to provide potential subcontractors the detailed information regarding specifications. But these are highly technical, specific, voluminous, and confidential. Please consider one of the following changes to Section 4.4.1.6: - Amend the section to allow Vendors {Bidders} to stipulate it's unreasonable to solicit a new subcontractor for purposes of achieving the set-aside goals and to explain why. - Amend the section to indicate it does not apply to the replacement of a Vendor's {Bidder's} pre-existing Customer Support operations. - Amend the section to indicate the set-aside goals do not apply.

Please see Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.1.6 of the T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021.


	23
	Bid Amendment 04 
Q64-66

Section 5.19, Blanket PO Activity Report
	The revised RFP Section 5.19, Blanket PO Activity Report indicates a change from biannual reporting to providing reports “at the request of an Agency.” Please clarify the following: 

A. That there is no reporting unless an Agency requests a report. 

This change was made in error.  The Vendor {Contractor} must provide, on a biannual basis, a record of all purchases made under this Blanket P.O. resulting from this Bid Solicitation.  This change supersedes the change made in the Bid Solicitation under Bid Amendment #4. Please see Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021. 

B. If an Agency purchasing under the contract requests a report, please confirm that the reporting period will follow the 6-month deadlines listed in the revised RFP. 

 
The reporting period will follow the 6-month timeline listed under Section 5.19 of the Bid Solicitation.

C. That an Agency will make a separate request each time they want a report. 

Please see responses to Question 23(A) above. Also, please see Bid Solicitation Section 5.19 of the T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021.

D. That a report including our internal product number and description for each product ordered, along with the invoiced amount for each product will suffice for the content of the report. 

Reports are to include all required content under Section 5.19 of the Bid Solicitation.

E. That requesting Agencies have the discretion to accept a Vendor’s standard report format.

The Vendor’s {Contractor’s} other standard report format is acceptable, as long as the reports to the Division of Purchase and Property are in excel and include all required content under Section 5.19 of the Bid Solicitation.  


	24
	Bid Amendment 04 Q68-69

Section 6.7.1/6.7.2, Evaluation (Technical/Pricing)
	In our experience, it is common practice in formal governmental solicitations to publish evaluation criteria and weighting so that Bidders understand how their proposals will be evaluated. 

A. What weighting will the State give to Technical Factors and Price in making awards? 

Please see Bid Solicitation Section 6.7.1 of the T2311 Revised Bid Solicitation 09/22/2021 for a list of criteria. The predetermined weights are confidential prior to bid award.

B. Is the State implementing a “best value” evaluation approach that balances content, features, and services with cost? 

Pursuant to Bid Solicitation Section 1.1 and 6.5, the State will award to those responsible Vendors {Bidders} whose Quotes, conforming to this Bid Solicitation are most advantageous to the State, price and other factors considered

C. Is the State implementing a “low price/technically acceptable” approach that minimizes content, features, and services in favor of cost?

Please see the answer to question B above. 


	25
	Bid Amendment 04 Q70

Section 6.7.4, Evaluation of the Quotes
	We understand that there will be multiple Vendors awarded amongst the various categories of the Master Blanket Purchase Order. 

A. Please further clarify whether the state intends to award multiple vendors within Category 1, Legal Research, Fixed Flat-Rate Access. Awarding to multiple vendors will ensure that state agencies have the flexibility to choose the research solution that best meets their individual research needs. 

Yes, the State intends to award multiple Vendors {Bidders} within Category 1, Legal Research, Monthly Flat-Fee Access.

B. Also, what weighting will the State give to Technical Factors and Price in making awards, particularly for multiple awards within categories, if applicable?

Please see response to Question #24.




New Jersey Is an Equal Opportunity Employer • Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper

13

image1.png




