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October 26, 2020


[bookmark: _GoBack]To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 19DPP00435
T0022 Recycled Trash Bags & Liners for Distribution and Support Services


	Quote Submission Due Date: 11/05/20 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions.  

· For access to the bid tabulation pricing from the previous T0022 procurement (15-X-23749), please see the document titled ‘T0022 19DPP00435 Attachment A – Bid Tabulation Pricing’, which has been published under the Attachments tab of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART.

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0022 19DPP00435 Bid Solicitation Revised 10.26.20”. 

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #19DPP00435
T0022 Recycled Trash Bags & Liners for Distribution and Support Services

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Section 1.2 
Background
	Can you please provide me with previous award information and tabulations?

To access the current Blanket P.O. awards for T0022, please follow the instructions below: 

             Go to: www.njstart.gov 
Select “Contract & Bid Search”
Select “Contracts/Blankets”
Under “Contract/Blanket Description” type in T0022, Click “Find It”
The current Blanket P.O.s will appear under “Results”.

These instructions are also published in Bid Solicitation Section 1.2 (Background).

If experiencing any difficulty accessing the Blanket P.O.s in NJSTART, please contact NJSTART Vendor Support at njstart@treas.nj.gov.  

Important: Please note that the NJSTART Vendor Support Team will only instruct a Vendor {Bidder} on how to access the current T0022 Blanket P.O.s in NJSTART and will not address any specific questions relating to the current Bid Solicitation.

For access to the bid tabulation pricing from the previous T0022 procurement (15-X-23749), please see the document titled ‘T0022 19DPP00435 Attachment A – Bid Tabulation Pricing’, which has been published under the Attachments tab of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART.

Important:  Please note that Attachment A has been provided as a reference only and does not represent the current Bid Solicitation specifications and requirements.  Vendors {Bidders} are cautioned to review the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART in its entirety, since that Bid Solicitation addresses current requirements.  Vendors {Bidders} should not rely upon or use data from the prior Blanket P.O.


	2
	-
	Did the current Vendors {Contractors} request price increases during the term of the current contract?

There were no requests for price increases from any of the current Vendors {Contractors}.


	3
	Section 1.2 
Background
	Can you provide us with the current prices you are paying for each liner along with brand, thickness, and case weight?

Please refer to the answer provided in Question #1 of the Bid Amendment.


	
4
	
-
	
Can I get the Previous Results for this bid?

Please refer to the answer provided in Question #1 of the Bid Amendment.


	5
	Section 3.4
DELIVERY REQUIREMENTS
	Are the liners to be delivered to one, or multiple locations?

The liners shall be delivered to one location:  The Department of Treasury, Distribution and Support Services.

Bid Solicitation Section 3.4 (Delivery Requirements) states, in pertinent part:

“Vendors {Contractors} must provide contracted items and the delivery of contracted items directly to Distribution and Support Services (DSS) at the following address:

Department of the Treasury
Distribution & Support Services
1620 Stuyvesant Avenue
West Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0234”


	6
	Section 1.2 
Background
	We followed the Instructions to find the previous tabulation, but the results came empty.  Can you please provide the previous tabulation?

Please refer to the answer provided in Question #1 of the Bid Amendment.


	7
	Section 3.0
Scope of Work

	Historically NJ requested bids on both virgin and recycled content meeting the same technical requirements (film strength). An award was issued in the best interest of the state. Is this an option as an alternate offering?

No, the State will not accept alternate Quotes for virgin content.

Bid Solicitation Sections 1.2 and 3.0, state, in pertinent part:

“This Bid Solicitation includes only recycled products (Price Lines 1 through 6). Virgin material products are longer part of this Bid Solicitation. The Vendor {Contractor} must provide only recycled plastic bags and liners as specified in Bid Solicitation Section 3.3.”


	8
	Section 3.3
Product Specifications 

	Green Seals standard GS-42 Section 4.1.2 states Plastic Liners for trash and recycling cans are exempt from requiring 10% PCR if they have a thickness of less than 0.7 mil.  Lines 1, 2, 3, and 4 have minimum thicknesses less than 0.7 mils.  Is the 10% PCR requirement not applicable for these lines based upon Green Seals standard?

Green Seal Standards are not applicable to this Bid Solicitation.

In accordance with Bid Solicitation Section 3.3: All products offered in response to this Bid Solicitation must comply with all specifications outlined in this section.

All six (6) price line items shall be recycled plastic material with a minimum of 10% PCR. 

As a result, the brand Calico has been deleted as an Approved Product under Bid Solicitation Section 3.3 for all six (6) price line items.

Please see revised Bid Solicitation titled “T0022 19DPP00435 Bid Solicitation Revised 10.26.20.”


	9
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PD) I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF. How should I proceed?

It is recommend that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDFs. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default.  If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received.  An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	10
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes.  Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached.  Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form.  To review a submitted Quote a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission.  Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a submitted Quote which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	11
	Section 1.3.1.1,
Exceptions to the NJ Standard Terms and Conditions
	Will the State allow Vendors to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in the Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1, Exceptions to the NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): "Questions regarding the SSTC proposed exceptions to mandatory requirements, including the Special and Standard Terms and Conditions in Sections 5 and 9 of this Bid Solicitation must posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor's {Bidder's} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes."  Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: "Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State's rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive."
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