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January 10, 2020


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 20DPP00418
T2625 Statewide Evaluation of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers

	Original Quote Submission Due Date: 1/30/2020 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Revised Quote Submission Due Date: 2/6/2020 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions; and  

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T2625 Revised Bid Solicitation 1-10-20”). 

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #20DPP00418
T2625 Statewide Evaluation of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer or Microsoft Edge to view PDF documents.  Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received.  An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers n Chrome or Firefox.


	2
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes, prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached. Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form. To review a submitted Quote, a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission. Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.


	3
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Vendors {Bidders} to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): "Questions regarding the SSTC and proposed exceptions to mandatory requirements, including the Special and Standard Terms and Conditions in Sections 5 and 9 of this Bid Solicitation must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor's {Bidder's} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes." Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: "Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State's rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive."


	4
	Clarity
	Hello I am very interested in submitting a quote however could you please explain more clearly what is desired, the requirements and what I need to submit? As I stated I am very interested yet this would be my first submission and I want to make sure I don’t miss any steps. Thank you!
	
As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 1.1, Purpose and Intent: “The purpose of this Bid Solicitation is to solicit Quotes in order to engage a public or private organization or Institutes of Higher Education (IHE) to conduct a statewide evaluation of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program. Please refer to Section 3.0, Scope of Work – Requirements of the Vendor {Contractor} for the requirements and expectations for the work that is to be performed and Section 4.0, Quote Preparation and Submission – Requirements of the Vendor {Bidder} for what is required to be submitted with a Quote. 


	5
	Page 24, Section 3.2.2 (Scope)
	Develop a statewide needs and resources assessment evaluating the overall impact of the 21st CCLC program in New Jersey.... 
A. Given that needs and resources assessments are not used to assess program impact, can you clarify what needs and resources assessment means in this sentence? 

Needs and resources assessments refers to a system of collecting data regarding the impact of the 21st CCLC program, based upon Grantee feedback and analysis of Program Activity Review System (PARS) data.

B. Do these reference a general evaluation effort (looking at program outcomes), or something else? 

The data collection system does reference general evaluation efforts focusing on the Grantee’s progress towards achieving State mandated goals and objectives.


	6
	Page 24, Section 3.2.2 (Scope)
	The scope of work calls for analysis of impact on youth and their families. Given that PARS21 does not presently collect much information on participating adults, is NJDOE willing to consider collecting additional information about adults who participate in 21st CCLC programming?

The NJDOE may consider collecting additional information about adults who participate in 21st CCLC programs. Grantee’s also document family engagement activities in PARS.


	7
	Page 30, Section 3.10.1 (State Technology)
	The vendor shall participate in the System Architecture Review (SAR) process. AIR developed and currently hosts the New Jersey ETRS system following industry best practices for system architecture and security. 

A. Do we need to plan to participate in the SAR process? 

Section 3.10.1 State Technology Requirements and Standards has been deleted. Please refer to Section 3.10 Technical Environment and 3.10.1 Industry Standard Architecture of the T2625 Revised Bid Solicitation 1-10-20. 

B. If the answer is yes, could you provide more detailed information about the SAR process?

Section 3.10.1 State Technology Requirements and Standards has been deleted. Please refer to Section 3.10 Technical Environment and 3.10.1 Industry Standard Architecture of the T2625 Revised Bid Solicitation 1-10-20. 


	8
	Page 30, Section 3.10.2 (System Design)
	The vendor shall develop a system that uses a standard-based design that follows the State of New Jersey Shared IT Architecture. Could you share more information about the State of New Jersey Shared IT Architecture? 

Section 3.10.2 System Design has been deleted. Please refer to Section 3.10 Technical Environment and 3.10.1 Industry Standard Architecture of the T2625 Revised Bid Solicitation 1-10-20.
 

	9
	Page 30, Section 3.10.2. (System Design)
	The vendor shall replicate all State data on its system(s) to a designated State system in a format and frequency as defined in the Blanket P.O., or if not defined, in an open standards machine-readable format designated by the NJ Office of Information Technology no less frequently than once a month. Could you please confirm if we need to transfer data collected through the ETRS system to a designated State system at least one a month? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 3.10.2 System Design has been deleted. Please refer to Section 3.10 Technical Environment and 3.10.1 Industry Standard Architecture of the T2625 Revised Bid Solicitation 1-10-20.


	10
	Page 45, Section 4.4 (Quote content)
	May bidders insert the resumes requested in proposal Volume 2, Section 3A: Miscellaneous Documentation? (As opposed to within the preceding Section 3: Organizational Support and Experience? We would cite the resumes in 3, and insert them in 3A...) 

The State has no objection to resumes included in Section 3A if cited as such in Section 3.


	11
	Page 45, Section 4.4 (Quote content)
	May bidders submit their entire proposals, i.e. all three volumes, electronically via the NJSTART system? (We understand that NJSTART provides for digitized signatures on the forms that comprise volume 1. However, we are concerned about the statement that reads: Note: In general, Volume 1 applies to hard copy submissions; however, there may be instances where Bid Solicitation specific forms are required through NJSTART electronic submission as well.

Yes. Vendors {Bidders} may submit their entire proposals electronically via NJSTART. The statement that reads: “Note: In general, Volume 1 applies to hard copy submissions; however, there may be instances where Bid Solicitation specific forms are required through NJSTART electronic submission as well.” is notifying Vendors {Bidders} that they may still need to submit specific forms through NJSTART even if they are choosing to submit a hard copy only.  
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