	
	[image: Blue 2]
	

	PHILIP D. MURPHY
Governor
	State of New Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
DIVISION OF PURCHASE AND PROPERTY
PROCUREMENT BUREAU
33 WEST STATE STREET
P. O. BOX 230
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625-0230
	ELIZABETH MAHER MUOIO
State Treasurer

	SHEILA Y. OLIVER
Lt. Governor
	
	MAURICE A. GRIFFIN
Acting Director

	
	https://www.njstart.gov
   
	



August 29, 2019


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 19DPP00414
T3089 Laboratory Services:  Forensic Toxicology and Law Enforcement Steroid Testing-OSME


	Original Revised Quote Submission Due Date: September 5, 2019 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Revised Quote Submission Due Date:  October 2, 2019 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #2

The following constitutes Bid Amendment #2 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions, revisions to the Bid Solicitation, Price Schedule, and postpones the Quote submission date from September 5, 2019 to October 2, 2019.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719”, T3089 Revised Price Schedule 071719 and T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation Checklist 070519. 

· Furthermore, Vendor’s {Bidder’s} are advised that “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719” includes revisions and additions not addressed as a result of questions submitted in response to this Bid Solicitation.  As such, please refer to the following sections of “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719”: 
· Section 1.2.1.1 Post Mortem Testing Services;
· Section 2.3 Blanket P.O. Specific Definitions/Acronyms; 
· Section 3.1 General Overview:
· Section 3.2.4 Post Mortem Toxicology I;
· Section 3.2.5 Post Mortem Toxicology II; 
· Section 3.3.1 Laboratory Certification Requirements; 
· Section 3.3.2 Vendor {Contractor} Requirements;
· Section 3.3.4.1 LEDT Reporting; 
· Section 4.4.1.8 Laboratory Accreditations and Certifications; and
· Section 4.4.5.2 State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.

Bid Solicitation #19DPP00414
T3089 Laboratory Services:  Forensic Toxicology and Law Enforcement Steroid Testing-OSME

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 
	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	Section 1.1
	Please clarify whether the Contractor can choose to extend the P.O. to participants of the Cooperative Participation Program on a case-by case basis?

If a Vendor {Bidder} agrees to the extension by executing the Cooperative Purchasing Form, the Vendor {Contractor} must extend the Blanket P.O. to all Cooperative Purchasing Participants. 

	2
	Section 3.2.4 Post Mortem Toxicology I
	1) What is the primary matrix(es) that will be submitted? 

The primary matrixes/specimens that will be submitted for testing are Blood and Urine.

2) Would the State want pricing for tissue too? 

Yes, the State is also requesting pricing for tissue.  Please refer to section 3.1 of the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719.”

3) If yes, how should this be documented in the T3089 Price Schedule 061319.xlsx file?

Please refer to revised Price Schedule entitled “T3089 Revised Price Schedule 071719”

	3
	Section 3.2.5  Post Mortem Toxicology II
	1) What is the primary matrix(es) that will be submitted? 

The primary matrixes/specimens that will be submitted for testing are Blood and Urine. 

2) Would the State want pricing for tissue too?

Yes, the State is also requesting pricing for tissue.  Please refer to section 3.1 of the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719.”

3) If yes, how should this be documented in the T3089 Price Schedule 061319.xlsx file?

Please refer to the Price Schedule entitled “T3089 Revised Price Schedule 071719”

	4
	Section 3.2.6 Post Mortem Toxicology III & T3089 Price Schedule 061319.xlsx
	1) The RFP requests toxicology testing for environmental exposure; death by fire; pediatric toxicology; and tissue. However, the T3089 Price Schedule only allows for one price. May the Price Schedule accommodate specific pricing for each subcategory within section 3.2.6 for a specific matrix?

This Section has been deleted. Please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719 and revised Price Schedule entitled “T3089 Revised Price Schedule 071719”.

2) Will you please explain what testing is needed for D. Tissue?

Any tissue submitted for testing would be tested for a specific substance or a panel depending on case history.  For example, if muscle or brain is the only available matrix in a case, it would be sent out with the same test request as if blood were to be submitted for analysis.

	5
	Section 3.2.7.1  Re-Analyze/Additional Testing
	Please provide the anticipated number and type of requests in this category?

To date, there have been “zero” (0) cases or situations that have required the Office of the Medical Examiner to request additional testing or re-analysis of a previously submitted specimen. 

Please note that in the revised Bid Solicitation, this section has been re-numbered and is now “Bid Solicitation Section 3.2.6.1. Re-Analyze/Additional Testing.” 

	6
	Section 3.4.1.1 (H) Report Format, signature
	Are electronic signatures acceptable?

Yes, as per the American Board of Forensic Toxicology (ABFT), electronic signatures are acceptable, provided they are secure and generated by a document control software and/or Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS).  Please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719”.

	7
	Section 3.6.1.1 Litigation Testimony
	The second paragraph reads that the State shall not be responsible for any additional costs incurred by the Vendor for time spent on expert testimony, depositions or trial preparation. Should this read expert testimony depositions or trial preparation?

This paragraph has been revised.  Please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719” for applicable changes and additional information.

	8
	Section 3.2.1. Accreditation
	Section 3.2.1 specifies a certification requirement of ANSI-ASCLD/LAB ISO 17025 in the discipline of Forensic Biology. Does this apply specifically to DNA testing, as it did in the prior RFP for these services?

Yes, this applies to DNA testing.

	9
	Section 3.2.1 Accreditation
	Would ANSI-ASCLD/LAB ISO 17025 in the discipline of Forensic Toxicology be desirable and acceptable for the toxicology services?

Yes, the ABFT and ANSO-ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB) formed a strategic alliance in 2016 through which they provide the highest quality accreditation standards in postmortem and human forensic toxicology.

	10
	Section 3.2.7
	1) Section 3.2.7 F has the words in-house added to last year’s requirements. Given the overall allowance for subcontracting, what is the purpose for adding this provision? 

This provision has been deleted.  Please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719”.  Please note that in the revised Bid Solicitation, this Section has been renumbered and is now Bid Solicitation Section 3.2.6 Additional Forensic Testing. 

2) May it be removed?

Yes, it has been removed.  Please refer to the response provided for part 1 of this question.

	11
	Section 4.4.6 Financial Capability
	May a privately held company provide compiled financial statements?

Yes, a privately held company may provide compiled financial statements.

	12
	Section 4.4.6 Financial Capability
	May a privately held company provide a letter demonstrating financial capacity?

In addition to the requirements set forth in Section 4.4.4.6 of the Bid Solicitation, the Vendor {Bidder} may include a letter demonstrating financial capacity.

	13
	Section 5.9.1 Data Confidentiality
	Please confirm whether the following would apply to this P.O.: “When requested, the Vendor {Contractor} and all project staff including its Subcontractor(s) must complete and sign confidentiality and non-disclosure agreements provided by the State. The Vendor {Contractor} may be required to view yearly security awareness and confidentiality training modules provided by the State. Where required, it shall be the Vendors {Contractors} responsibility to ensure that any new staff sign the confidentiality agreement and complete the security awareness and confidentiality training modules within one (1) month of the employees start date. Additionally The State reserves the right to obtain, or require the Vendor {Contractor} to obtain, criminal history background checks from the New Jersey State Police for all Vendor {Contractor} and project staff (to protect the State of New Jersey from losses resulting from Vendor {Contractor} employee theft, fraud or dishonesty). If the State exercises this right, the results of the background check(s) must be made available to the State for consideration before the employee is assigned to work on the States project.

Yes, Section 5.9.1 Data Confidentiality shall apply to the Blanket P.O. awarded as a result of Bid Solicitation 19DPP00414 	

	14
	Exceptions
	Will the State allow Vendors {Bidders} to take exception to any of the Standard Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1.1, Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): "Questions regarding the SSTC and proposed exceptions to mandatory requirements, including the Special and Standard Terms and Conditions in Sections 5 and 9 of this Bid Solicitation must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor's {Bidder's} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes." Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: "Quotes including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms Current Service	Current Service	 and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation, as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation, or that diminish the State's rights under any Blanket P.O. resulting from the Bid Solicitation, may render a Quote non-responsive."

	15
	State’s Standard Terms & Conditions Section 6.3. Payment to Vendors, subsection b.
	Please confirm whether the following requirement is applicable to this P.O.: “For contracts featuring services, invoices must reference the tasks or subtasks detailed in the Scope of Work section of the RFP and must be in strict accordance with the firm, fixed prices submitted for each task or subtask on the RFP price sheet line number from the Contractor’s bid proposal.”

Yes, the Vendor {Contractor} must submit invoices to the using agency in accordance with Section 6.3, subsection b, of the State’s Standard Terms & Conditions.

	16
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and am unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents.  Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received.  An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers n Chrome or Firefox.

	17
	Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes, prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed and attached. Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form. To review a submitted Quote, a Vendor {Bidder} should log into NJSTART and review each document attached to the Quote submission. Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote, which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides.

	18
	Current Service		
	What Vendor(s) provides the current toxicology testing?

The current Vendors {Contractors} providing the current toxicology testing are:

1. Axis; and
2. NMS Labs

	19
	Current Service
	1) Is there a way for Vendors to request the current contract/pricing for toxicology testing? Last year’s question response included a price list which did not tie directly to the Postmortem I and II scope.

The average price per each Postmortem I and II scope is $184.

2) What tests are ordered to receive the described scope of testing for each? 

The scope components are identified in Sections 3.2.4 through 3.2.6 of the Revised Bid Solicitation.

3) What is the price for a Postmortem I scope?

Please refer the response provided for part one (1) of this question.

4) What is the price for a Postmortem II scope? 

Please refer the response provided for part one (1) of this question.

What is the average cost per case for testing?

Please refer the response provided for part one (1) of this question.

	20
	Current Service
	1) Please explain why this RFP was cancelled and reissued? 

The previous Bid Solicitation was cancelled for the following reasons:

1. Quote price sheet ambiguities;
2. Discrepancies between Section 3.0 testing requirements and price line descriptions; and
3. Section 4.4.5.2 price sheet instructions.

Based on the above, Bid Solicitation 18DPP00192 was cancelled and reissued.

2) Please clarify the anticipated start date for testing under this award.

The start date for testing on any Blanket P.O., awarded as a result of this Bid Solicitation will depend on the Using Agency’s needs.


		
The following documents are included as attachments to this Bid Amendment:

1. T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation Checklist 070519;
2. T3089 Revised Bid Solicitation 071719; and
3. T3089 Revised Price Schedule 071719.
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