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To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders}

Re:	Bid Solicitation #: 19DPP00303
Bid Solicitation Title:  T1845 Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel and Biodiesel Fuel

	Quote Submission Due Date:  August 14, 2019 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #2


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #2 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:

· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions and revisions to the Bid Solicitation and Price Sheet.

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation” and revised State-Supplied Price Sheet entitled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised State Supplied Price Sheet”.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #: 19DPP00303
T1845 Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel and Biodiesel Fuel

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 


	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	N/A
	Can we please have the awards made for the Gasoline Bid before this Bid has to be submitted? A lot of companies that bid on the Diesel also bid on the Gas and need to know that information before we put a bid on the diesel.

The Quotes for T0083 Unleaded Automotive Gasoline – Rebid (Bid Solicitation #19DPP00302) are still under evaluation at this time.  While the evaluation of T0083 is being expedited, there is currently no timeframe for the release of the proposed awards.

In addition, the State has determined that it is in its best interest to proceed with the reprocurement of T1845 Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel and Biodiesel Fuel at this time.

	2
	N/A
	Can you please show us an example of the pricing page that will be used and can you highlight the postings that go with each product? Currently I don't see any base prices for Bio?

Please refer to the attached sample pricing pages for ultra-low sulfur diesel (Attachment 1 – Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel) and biodiesel fuel (Attachment 2 – Biodiesel Rack Price Report) that are utilized to obtain the daily fuel prices.  The daily fuel pricing information obtained from these attachments is published daily (excluding weekends) to the following sites:  

NJSTART (www.njstart.gov) under the News section of the site.
On the Division’s website at:
 https://www.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/treas/purchase/fuelsummary.pl 

· A sample of the pricing page that is published on these sites is also attached for reference.  Please refer to Attachment 3 – Fuel Summary.

	3
	N/A
	Many of the delivery sites show a single tank, but with multiple products (primarily both dyed and clear diesel).  How will it be determined which product it used at the site?

Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} may contact the Using Agency to request this information.  Similarly, this information will be provided by the Using Agency through a purchase order. 




	4
	4.4.5.2
	In paragraph 4.4.5.2 the State reserves the right to not award any winter additive pricing that is deemed excessive.  What is the State’s process for making this determination?  Is there a specific amount of money that the State considers excessive?

The Quote pricing offered for the winter additive may be verified through industry research to determine if the pricing offered is excessive.  A comparison of the Quote pricing for winter additive will also be conducted to determine if pricing amongst the Vendors {Bidders} is competitive.  

In accordance with Bid Solicitation Section 6.8 – Negotiation and Best and Final Offer (BAFO), multiple rounds of negotiations may be conducted with one (1) Vendor {Bidder} or multiple Vendors {Bidders} to maximize the State’s ability to obtain the best value based on the mandatory requirements, evaluation criteria, and cost.

	5
	4.4.5.2
	In paragraph 4.4.5.2 it states that the State of New Jersey is exempt from State sales and use taxes and Federal excise taxes. Therefore, price quotations must not include such taxes. As the State is also exempt from State excise taxes and State gross receipt taxes, please confirm that price quotations will not include these taxes.

As per Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5.2 State-Supplied Price Sheet Instructions “The State of New Jersey is exempt from State sales or use taxes and Federal excise taxes. Therefore, price quotations must not include such taxes.  Any other applicable taxes (i.e.: LUST tax) specific to this Blanket P.O. must be incorporated into the Up Charge or Down Charge offered on the State-Supplied Price Sheet.”  This includes State excise taxes and State gross receipt taxes. 

	6
	3.4.1
	The document states prices will be determined by referencing Oil Price Daily (OPIS) low end posted prices for Newark. OPIS publishes multiple prices for each product every day -9 AM, 10 AM, "Contract", Unbranded, Branded, etc. The bid document is not clear enough for bidder to understand exactly which published price series will be used for invoicing. We request the State provide an example using OPIS data from a specific date in order for bidders to see exactly which OPIS price series will be used during the contract term.

See the response to Question Number 2 above.

	7
	NJST&C Section 4.2
	Request "adverse" be inserted before "material" on line 4.

The State will not agree to the proposed modification.

	8
	NJST&C Section 4.2 (A)
	Request "minimum" be deleted before "limit" on line 1. Request "required herein" be inserted after "coverage" on line 9.

The State will not agree to the proposed modification.

	9
	NJST&C Section 4.2 (B)
	Request "not be less than" be deleted before $1,000,000 on line 2.

The State will not agree to the proposed modification.




	10a
	Section 3.4.1 and 3.4.2.1
	Is the bid to be priced off of the OPIS Newark Gross Contract low or Gross End of Day Low?

As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.4.1 Index Price For Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel And Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Dyed Fuel “The posted prices are the low end cost (Newark, NJ) of Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel and Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Dyed”. As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.4.2.1 Index Price For Biodiesel Fuel “The posted prices are the OPIS gross wholesale daily Biodiesel price (Newark, NJ), ULS2 low rack, for the specific Biodiesel blend (B2, B5, B10 or B20) as follows:
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B2 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B5 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B10 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B20 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Also, please see Attachment 1 - Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel and Attachment 2 - Biodiesel Rack Price Report for additional information.

Access to biodiesel fuel pricing is available through the OPIS Biodiesel Rack Price Report, an element of an OPIS subscription.

Please see revisions to Section 3.4.2.1 Index Price for Biodiesel Fuel of the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.”

	10b
	N/A
	Is the submitted differential the price to deliver to any site in the given county?

Yes.

	10c
	Section 1.1
	Can entities join the contract without consent of the awarded vendor?

Yes, if the Vendors {Bidders} initially consent to extend the Blanket P.O. to Cooperative Purchasing Program participants by selecting “Yes” on the Cooperative Purchasing form.  As per Bid Solicitation Section 1.1 Purpose and Intent “The State of New Jersey (State) intends to extend the Blanket P.O.s awarded to the Division's Cooperative Purchasing Program participants”.

Additionally, “In order for the State Blanket P.O. to be extended to Cooperative Purchasing Program participants, the Vendor {Bidder} must agree to the extension by executing the Cooperative Purchase Form.  Also refer to Section 4.4.3.2 of this Bid Solicitation”. 

Furthermore, Bid Solicitation Section 3.8 Additional Locations states that “Vendors {Contractors} shall service all locations as required by the Using Agency during the term of this Blanket P.O. and any extension(s) thereof.  Additional locations will adopt the prices of the Vendor {Contractor} servicing the same county and tank gallon range of the location to be added”.

If a Vendor (Bidder} selects “No” on the Cooperative Purchasing Form the addition of locations will be limited to State Agency locations only.




	10d
	N/A
	Please provide estimated usage for each product by site.

The information requested is not available at this time. Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} may contact the Using Agency to request this information.

	10e
	N/A
	Please provide the average delivery size for each site.

The information requested is not available at this time. Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} may contact the Using Agency to request this information.

	10f
	Section 3.3
	Is there a minimum order quantity for each tank gallon threshold?

No. As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.3 Quantities “The State will order any quantity necessary to meet the State Using Agency’s requirements.  No guarantee is made by the State to purchase any amount of product from any Vendor {Contractor}”.

	10g
	N/A
	Can vendor give a minimum order quantity for each tank gallon threshold?

No, Vendor {Bidder} - imposed minimum order quantities do not meet the State’s operational needs. As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.3 Quantities “The State will order any quantity necessary to meet the State Using Agency’s requirements”.

	10h
	Section 1.2
	Who was the awarded vendor for this contract the last time it was bid?

Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 1.2 Background which states in part that “Vendors {Bidders} may also view current Blanket P.O. specifications and pricing information by accessing the Blanket P.O.s through NJSTART  (www.njstart.gov) by following these steps: 
Go to: www.njstart.gov 
Select “Contract & Bid Search”
Select “Contracts/Blankets”
Under “Contract/Blanket Description” type in T1845, Click “Find It”
The current Blanket P.O.s will appear under “Results”.

	10i
	N/A
	Please provide bid tabs from the last time this contract was bid.

Please refer to Attachment 4 - Bid Tabulation 13-X-22463.

	10j
	N/A
	Please provide a transport delivery BOL.

The State believes “BOL” refers to “Bill of Lading”.
The State does not have access to this vendor information.

	10k
	N/A
	Please provide a transport delivery invoice.

The State does not have access to this vendor information.

	11
	NJST&C Section 4.2 (C)
	Request "of" be inserted after "limits" on line 2 and delete "not less than" on the end of line 2.

The State will not agree to the proposed modification.




	12
	3.4
3.4.1
3.4.2.1
	Could you please clarify the specific index publication that will be used for determining prices under this new contract? In section 3.4 the RFP discusses how to determine the delivered price for the various products and it cites 4 pricing examples from August 3, 2018. In 3.4.1 it states that the rate for ULSD is determined by the low posting in the OPIS Oil Price Daily (OPD), and the cited pricing for 8-3-18 correlates to the OPIS OPD data. In 3.4.2 it states that the rate for Biodiesel is determined by the gross wholesale low posting for ULS2 in the OPIS Oil Price Daily. The OPIS OPD does not have a gross wholesale low posting for ULS2, and the cited 8-3-18 pricing for Diesels B-2% BIO does not correlate to the rate in the example. In 3.4.2.1 it states that the rates to be used for biodiesel are again in the OPIS OPD, but the Oil Price Daily publication does not include pricing data on B2, B5, B10 or B20. Also the rate cited in example 3.4.2.1, does not appear to correlate to figures in the Aug 3rd Oil Price Daily, nor does it appear to correlate to the Low B2 rate reported by OPIS in their August 3rd Rack Report, which does report of biodiesel prices. Thank you in advance for your help in clarifying this.

[bookmark: _Toc478370299][bookmark: _Toc481759524][bookmark: _Toc7693418]The price stated under Bid Solicitation Section 3.4 How to Determine the Price Per Delivered Gallon for Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel and Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Dyed Fuel and Section 3.4.2 How to Determine the Price Per Delivered Gallon for Biodiesel Fuel are examples of how to determine the price per delivered gallon only and are not intended to identify an actual posted price for the referenced date.  

As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.4.1 Index Price For Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel And Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Dyed Fuel “The posted prices are the low end cost (Newark, NJ) of Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel and Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Dyed”. 

As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.4.2.1 Index Price For Biodiesel Fuel “The posted prices are the OPIS gross wholesale daily Biodiesel price (Newark, NJ), ULS2 low rack, for the specific Biodiesel blend (B2, B5, B10 or B20) as follows:
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B2 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B5 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B10 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack
Newark, NJ - OPIS Gross Wholesale B20 SME Biodiesel Prices – ULS2 – Low Rack

Please refer to the attached sample pricing pages for ultra-low sulfur diesel (Attachment 1 – Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel) and biodiesel fuel (Attachment 2 – Biodiesel Rack Price Report) that are utilized to obtain the daily fuel prices. Access to biodiesel fuel pricing is available through the OPIS Biodiesel Rack Price Report, an element of an OPIS subscription.

Please see revisions to Section 3.4.2.1 Index Price for Biodiesel Fuel of the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.”




	13
	N/A
	Can the State provide estimated usage by tank and location?

The information requested is not available at this time. Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} may contact the Using Agency to request this information.

	14
	N/A
	D

No question was submitted.

	15
	7.2
	When is the anticipated award date? If the award is to be made at a board meeting, when is the first meeting after the opening?

A specific award date is not available. As per  Bid Solicitation Section 7.2 Final Blanket P.O. Award,  “Blanket P.O. award[s] will be made with reasonable promptness by written notice to that/those responsible Vendor(s) {Bidder(s)}, whose Quote(s), conforming to this Bid Solicitation, is(are) most advantageous to the State, price, and other factors considered. 

Awards are not made or announced at a public meeting. All Vendors {Bidders} will receive notice of the award results.

	16
	1.4.1
	Have any Addenda Been released for this bid?

Amendment #1 issued for this Bid Solicitation was posted to the web July 12, 2019.  Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 1.4.1 Bid Amendments: Revisions to this Bid Solicitation, which outlines the process.

	17
	1.4.4
	When will tabulations of the bid be made available for review by vendors?

Bid tabulations will be available by request following issuance of Notice of Intent to Award letters which are sent to all Vendors {Bidders}. Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 1.4.4 Contents of Quote, Section 1.4.5 Announcement of Quote Information, and Section 6.8 Negotiation and Best and Final Offer (BAFO).

	18
	1.4.4
	May we be provided with a list of bidders invited to bid?

The Vendors {Bidders} identified in  Attachment 5 - Vendors {Bidders} Registered in NJSTART are Vendors {Bidders} registered in NJSTART for the commodity codes listed in the Items Tab and notified of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART and could potentially submit a Quote {Proposal}.

	19
	N/A
	May we be provided with an estimated usage of each product per county?

The information requested is not available at this time. Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} may contact the Using Agency to request this information.

	20
	3.6.1
4.4.3
	Will metered BOLs be accepted in place of metered trucks?

If by “BOL” the Vendor means “Bill of Lading” then, no.  As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.6.1 Inspection and Test Certification Seals “The Vendor {Contractor} shall maintain and, upon request, provide evidence of a current New Jersey Weights and Measures Certificate throughout the term of the Blanket P.O. and any extension(s) thereof”.

Please refer to revised Section 4.4.3 Submittals.

Please see revisions to the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.”

	
21
	N/A
	An Open Records Request was sent to your purchasing department on June 5th, may we have an update on its status?

Please contact the Open Public Records Act (OPRA) Unit at  https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/administration/grau/index.html for the status of your request.

	22
	3.5.2.1
	Why are you taking out the emergency generator fee? On 99% of generator Deliveries we are losing money due to the low prices that are awarded and the production between finding the right person to make the delivery. It also creates a hardship in the instance where the state or town sets up generators for AC or Heating during the winter or summer and we are require to make 2 to 3 delivers a week to make up for the lack of tank size supplies to the agency. ( Currently we Deliver 150 gallons 3 times a week to a emergency generator for Air conditioning and in the winter we had to do a tank 2 times a week for heat ) In Those instances we should not be forced to deliver or we should be compensated to do so. One remedy could be to add another lower tank gallon range like TS-550 and below

Please see Bid Solicitation Section 3.5.2.1 Service Charge for Emergency Generator Fuel Delivery Only.

Please see revisions to the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.”

	23
	N/A
	Will you please provide the estimated volume for each product by delivery location?

The information requested is not available at this time. Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} may contact the Using Agency to request this information.

	24
	N/A
	Will you please provide the prior year's bid results?

Please refer to Attachment 4 - Bid Tabulation 13-X-22463.

	25
	3.4.1
3.4.2.1
	Is Newark, NJ the only Oil Price Daily posting city or does the city change by county? If it does change by county, what posting city should be used for each county?

Yes, Newark, NJ is the only Oil Price Daily posting city and pricing utilized as per Section 3.4.1 and revised Section 3.4.2.1. The city does not change by county.

Please see revisions to the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.

	26
	N/A
	Why is Ultra low sulfur clear diesel even being BID on since both the state and the agencies under it are all tax exempt and should be using Ultra Low Sulfur Dyed diesel?

Diesel fuel types sought under this Bid Solicitation are those required to meet various Using Agency needs.




	27
	1.1
4.4.5.2
	If the state deems the winter blend mark up to be excessive does that mean the vendor loses the bid to someone else during the winter or all together or does it mean something else completely?

As per Bid Solicitation 1.1 Purpose and Intent, “If a Vendor {Bidder} is bidding on Price Lines for Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel, the Vendor {Bidder} must bid on Price Line 505 for winter mix additive.  Price Line 505 will not be a part of the evaluation criteria; rather, it will be awarded to all Vendors {Contractors} that are awarded Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Price Line(s).  Please refer to Bid Solicitation Sections 3.2.2 and 4.4.5.2, Step 2, for more information regarding the winter mix additive”.

Additionally, as per Section 4.4.5.2, Step 2, “Price Line 505 will not be a part of the evaluation criteria; rather, it will be awarded to all Vendors {Contractors} that are awarded ULSD price line(s).  The State reserves the right to not award any winter additive pricing that is deemed excessive.  In the event that pricing is deemed excessive, the State may opt to award the ULSD price line(s) only and decide not to make an award for the winter additive (emphasis added)”.   

	28
	3.11
	Currently the state sends out checks to pay it's bills and the bills are submitted to the state. Will energy solve be taking over the billing process for diesel?

As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.11 Energy Tracking System/Energy Bill Processing and Payment Procedures “Energy bill processing and payment is the responsibility of and all energy expenses must be processed (Treasury Circular 10-04-OES/OMB) through the Energy Tracking System.  To accomplish this all Vendors {Contractors} shall send bills for State Departments directly to the Energy Tracking System Vendor {Contractor} for processing. The Vendor {Contractor} is currently EnergySolve.  

	29
	3.5.2.1
	Certain agencies demand that their emergency generator tanks be topped off before every storm. They do not check the tank levels so we often deliver to an essentially full tank. Under the new bid specs we would be paid nothing for this type of delivery. Can we charge a delivery fee for deliveries when this happens?

The Vendor {Contractor} may charge the State-determined fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for emergency generator fuel delivery. Please see Bid Solicitation Section 3.5.2.1 Service Charge for Emergency Generator Fuel Delivery Only, and revised Bid Solicitation Sections 6.6 and 7.2.

Please see revisions to the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.

	30
	7.2
	How long after the bid deadline will the contract be awarded?

Per Bid Solicitation Section 7.2 Final Blanket P.O. Award  “Blanket P.O. award(s) will be made with reasonable promptness by written notice to that/those responsible Vendor(s) {Bidder(s)}, whose Quotes(s), conforming to this Bid Solicitation, is (are) most advantageous to the State, price, and other factors considered.

	31
	3.7 
4.4.3
	Is a Bill of Lading sufficient evidence of source of supply?

Yes. Please see revisions to Bid Solicitation Section 3.7 Source of Product Supply and Section 4.4.3 Submittals.

Please see revisions to the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.”

	32
	3.6.1 
4.4.3
	As a vendor we do not deliver directly to agencies. We use subcontractors for delivery. Is the subcontractors Weights and Measures certificate acceptable to meet this requirement?

Yes. Please see revisions to Bid Solicitation Section 3.6.1 Inspection and Test Certification Seals and Section 4.4.3 Submittals in the Bid Solicitation titled “T1845 19DPP00303 Revised Bid Solicitation.” The Vendor {Bidder} must also complete the Subcontractor Utilization Form if it intends to use subcontractors.
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