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January 31, 2020


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 19DPP00289
T-2352 Foods: Canned Fruits, Juices, And Vegetables for Distribution and Support Services


	Quote Submission Due Date: 02/13/20 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #01


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #01 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions.  
· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T-2352 Revised Bid Solicitation 01.30.20”.  
 
It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #19DPP00289
T-2352 Foods: Canned Fruits, Juices, And Vegetables for Distribution and Support Services

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	1.3.1
ELECTRONIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWER PERIOD
	When will questions be answered?

Answers to all Vendors {Bidders} questions resulting from the electronic question and answer period (Bid Solicitation Section 1.3.1) are listed within this Bid Amendment.
  

	2
	Section 3.0
SCOPE OF WORK -
REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENDOR {CONTRACTOR}
	Will the State accept any import product?  If so, are any countries exempt?

To the extent the product provided would not be in violation of any Federal or State regulation or ban, if a Vendor {Bidder} chose to offer an imported product as part of its Quote, the State would accept the Quote submission of the imported product and would evaluate the product to confirm that it meets the Bid Solicitation specifications and requirements.  Additionally, please see Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.1.2.2 and Section 2.5 of the State of New Jersey Standard Terms And Conditions.


	3
	Section 3.3 DELIVERY REQUIREMENTS,  Section 3.9
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION and Section 5.2
BLANKET P.O. TERM AND EXTENSION  OPTION

	What date do you anticipate the first orders being due?

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.9, “The State makes no guarantees of Blanket P.O. usage or total quantities ordered during the Blanket P.O. term, including any extension(s) thereof.  The State reserves the right to increase, decrease or eliminate quantities in their entirety.  Product ordering is on an as-needed basis and will vary.”

As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.3, “Deliveries for all contracted items shall be made within the delivery timeframe noted on all Purchase Orders and in strict accordance with the instructions from the Using Agency.  Delivery days after receipt of order (ARO) must not exceed thirty (30) days.“ 

Upon Blanket P.O. award, the Vendor {Contractor} will be able to contact the Using Agency to determine the estimated date for issuance of purchase orders.  

What date will the award information be available?

Bid Solicitation Section 5.2 states, in pertinent part: “The anticipated “Blanket P.O. Effective Date” is provided on the “Summary” page of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART.”


	4
	Section 4.4.5 STATE-SUPPLIED PRICE SHEET and New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions 
Section 6.1
PRICE FLUCTUATION DURING CONTRACT



	This question has been paraphrased in the interest of readability and clarity.

How long do prices need to be firm before they can be changed?  

Each Vendor {Bidder} is required to hold its prices firm through issuance of Blanket P.O.  Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.5 of the revised Bid Solicitation titled “T-2352 Revised Bid Solicitation 01.30.20”. 

In case of a price increase during the bid would we have approval in writing from the State prior to bidding?

As stated above, Quote prices must be held firm through issuance of Blanket P.O.

Once a Blanket P.O. has been awarded, there is no specific timeframe for the submission of a requested Blanket P.O. price revision.  All requested price revisions shall be in accordance with Section 6.1 of the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions.


	5
	Section 4.4.5 STATE-SUPPLIED PRICE SHEET and Standard Terms and Conditions
Section 6.1
PRICE FLUCTUATION DURING CONTRACT

	Will you allow for price increases each year?  Or does the price need to hold the whole three years? 

Please refer to the answer in Question #4 above.

	6
	Section 5.2
BLANKET P.O. TERM AND EXTENSION OPTION






	This question has been paraphrased in the interest of readability and clarity.

How long will it take for the State to award Blanket P.O.s {Contracts}?

Please refer to the answer in Question #3 above.

How long before a Vendor can request a price increase?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please refer to the answer in Question #4 above.

How long is this bid for?

Bid Solicitation Section 5.2 states, in pertinent part:  “The base term of this Blanket P.O. shall be for a period of three (3) years.  The anticipated "Blanket P.O. Effective Date" is provided on the “Summary” page of the Bid Solicitation in NJSTART.  If delays in the procurement process result in a change to the anticipated Blanket P.O. Effective Date, the Vendor {Bidder} agrees to accept a Blanket P.O. for the full term of this Blanket P.O.  

This Blanket P.O. may be extended up to three (3) years with no single extension exceeding one (1) year, by the mutual written consent of the Vendor {Contractor} and the Director at the same terms, conditions, and pricing at the rates in effect in the last year of this Blanket P.O. or rates more favorable to the State or as indicated in Section 6.1 of the SSTC.”


	7
	New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions
Section 6.1 
PRICE FLUCTUATION DURING CONTRACT

	This question has been paraphrased in the interest of readability and clarity.

Will the State allow for price increases due to increased cost of products during the three (3) year Blanket P.O. term?
Please refer to the answer in Question #4 above.
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