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July 23, 2018


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 18DPP00237
T2000 – Energy Consulting Services - BPU


	Original Quote Submission Due Date: Tuesday August 7, 2018 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Revised Quote Submission Due Date: Tuesday August 21, 2018 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions.  

· The Quote submission due date has been changed from Tuesday August 7, 2018 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time to Tuesday August 21, 2018 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation entitled “T2000 – REVISED Bid Solicitation - 072318”.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #18DPP00237
T2000 – Energy Consulting Services – BPU

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	
1
	
PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and are unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.

	
2
	
Quote Submission
	Should I check that I have properly completed and attached all of the required documents with my submitted Quote?

Yes. Prior to the Quote Opening Deadline, a Vendor {Bidder} should review the documents comprising the submitted Quote to ensure that all of the required documents have been completed an attached. Oftentimes a Quote is deemed non-responsive because a Vendor {Bidder} fails to attach a required form or attaches a blank form. To review each document attached to the Quote submission. Instructions on how to review a submitted Quote can be found in the Quick Reference Guide entitled How to Review a Submitted Quote which is available on the NJSTART Vendor Support Page under Vendor Reference Guides. 

	
3
	
Contract Value
	It appears that Concord Engineering held this contract (or similar) from 2013-present and during that time they did about $231,000 according to the state site. Do you anticipate any increase or decrease in the amount/dollar value of the work with this new blanket PO? 

The estimated cost of the three year contract term is $250,000. 

Can you put an estimated value on the yearly POs that will be awarded?

The estimated value of the yearly P.O.s is $80,000.

	
4
	
Small Business Subcontracting
	Can the same small business subcontractor be used by two different prime Vendors {Bidders}?

Yes, the same subcontractor may be used by two different Vendors {Bidders}. 

	
5
	
Scope of Work
	Can New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJ BPU) provide all individual locations, with corresponding load profiles including usage data, any applicable day to day metrics, and total number of accounts to be addressed under this Bid Solicitation?
 
As per Bid Solicitation Section 3.1 Engagement Process Vendors {Contractors} will be informed of the individual opportunities for their services through Engagements. The State makes no guarantee of work volume. 

	
6
	
Requirements
	We appreciate NJ BPU's assessment of AuroraXMP "AuroraXMP is the most comprehensive and reliable electricity forecasting & analysis tool available" Is it a requirement of the RFP to secure the AuroraXMP platform, or will NJ BPU be amenable to alternate platforms such as Bloomberg or Morningstar?	

NJ BPU requires AuroraXMP as stated in K. of the Bid Solicitation Section 3.2 Professional and Consultative Services.	

	
7
	
Invoices
	What platform does NJ BPU currently utilize to store and process electric and natural gas invoices?

NJBPU currently utilizes EnergySolve/ Avid Exchange. 

	
8
	
	Will vendors have access to current electric and natural gas supply contracts?

All current contracts are available online at https://www.nj.gov/treasury/purchase/pricelists.shtml.

	
9
	
Small Business Set-Aside
	How much consideration will be given to Small Business/WMBE organizations for this Bid Solicitation and is NJ BPU amenable to prospective vendors collaborating on this Bid Solicitation?

No, this Bid Solicitation is Small Business Set-Aside subcontracting only. 

	
10
	
Small Business Subcontracting
	Would the status of the Primary Contractor as a State-qualified Small Business satisfy the small business set-aside requirement, even if a subcontractor utilized were not a designated Small Business? We are a state certified small business. If we prime the contract, this meets the state’s small business goals more than a small business subcontractor.

No, this Bid Solicitation is Small Business Set-Aside subcontracting only. 

	
11
	

	The Bid Solicitation (Section 1.1) indicates that the State intends to extend the awarded Blanket P.O.s resulting from this Bid to the Division’s Cooperative Purchasing Program participants. Moreover, the services to be provided as a result of the Bid Solicitation (Section 3.2) include: performing studies and investigations of individual facilities related to energy consumption, energy efficiency and demand management; providing assistance in evaluating Vendor Quotes related to installation of ECMs and make recommendations based upon key technical, economic, program and engineering factors; conducting feasibility assessments related to the development of renewable energy products; performing studies and investigations related to energy consumption, energy efficiency and demand-side management, to determine feasibility of various ECMs; and supporting the evaluation of advanced technologies to enhance the resiliency of State facilities, including DG, grids and microgrids, resiliency and battery storage. It is our understanding and assumption that the State wishes to assure that it, as well as local units that may utilize the Blanket P.O., obtain independent and unbiased advice in the evaluation of Vendor Quotes and the evaluation of potential ECMs, renewable energy, DG, microgrid, resiliency and battery storage projects, and that conflicts in practice and appearance are to be avoided. Therefore, in assembling our Project Team we are working under the assumption that the Project Team should not include (whether primary respondent, subcontractor or joint venture) any entity that directly or through a subsidiary provides or is responsible for equipment installation or financing services to the State or to local government units in the State of New Jersey pertaining to ECMs, renewable energy projects, DG, microgrids, resiliency and battery storage. Please confirm that this is a correct understanding.

Confirmed.

	
12
	
Section 2.2 – General Definitions
	Please clarify the intention around the “All-Inclusive Hourly Rate” definition. Is this intended to include “normal” day-to-day travel (ex. a 50-mile roundtrip car drive to and from an in-State meeting) and administrative activities (ex. in-house copies and reproductions)? For example, if the Contractor is required, at the direction of the State, to perform excessive travel (ex. plane trips or overnight stays in hotels) or fulfill extraordinary, cost-intensive copy/reproduction requests (ex. blueprints, drawings, oversized posters, mass production of glossy reports, etc.) that clearly exceed business-as-usual needs, will the Contractor have the ability to be reimbursed for such extraordinary expenses?

All-Inclusive Hourly Rates include all costs including travel. The Vendor {Contractor} will not be reimbursed for any expenses.

	
13
	
Section 4.0 – Quote Preparation and Submission
	Please specify which forms are required to be provided by subcontractors.

Please refer to Bid Solicitation Section 4.4.1.3 Subcontractor Utilization Plan.

	
14
	
Section 5.17.1 – Indemnification
	Under the Limitation of Liability section, it states that “The Vendor’s {Contractor’s} liability to the State shall be limited in the aggregate to 400% of the total value of this Blanket P.O.” while page 16 indicates that there is no estimation for volume of usage in labor hours or cost. This lack of clarity makes it highly challenging for Contractors to determine the associated liability. Would BPU be willing to reduce this amount to 100% or some lower number?

The estimated three year contract value is $250,000. The Vendor’s {Contractor’s} liability to the State shall remain at 400% of the total value of this Blanket P.O.

	
15
	
Section 6.7.1 – Technical Evaluation Criteria 

	Can you provide any further detail on the weighting that will be applied to each identified technical evaluation criteria and to the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} price sheet?

No, further detail will be available when the Notice of Intent to Award is sent out. 

	
16
	
Budget
	What is the BPU’s overall budget for the services sought in this Bid Solicitation for fiscal year 2018 and, if already set, for future years?

See question #3. 

	
17
	
Section 3.1 – Engagement Process 

	Can the state clarify if the mini-bid process will apply to Cooperative Purchasing Program participants?

Yes, the mini-bid process will apply to the Cooperative Purchasing participants as well. 

	
18
	
Current Contract 
		The last paragraph in this section states “Energy Consulting Services, NJBPU term Blanket PO presently due to expire on 7/8/2018.” As the current Energy Consultant providing Energy Consulting services for the Contract A84302 with the NJBPU along with our subcontractor Gabel Associates, we have received an extension of this contract through Jan 8, 2019. The date for the new contract should start January 9, 2019 and not July 9, 2018. Please confirm.

The current contract for T2000 Energy Consulting Services has been extended for up to six (6) months. 

	
19
	
Section 3.2 – Professional Services
	Can the state elaborate on the level of engineering effort being requested by items C and M. Will the consultant be limited to reviewing energy audits performed by others, and/or solicited to actually perform energy audits?

All of the professional and consultative Services are on a case by case basis. As stated in Bid Solicitation Section 3.1 Engagement Process Vendors {Contractors} will be informed of individual opportunities for their services through Engagements. A Scope of Work and request for competitive pricing for each Engagement will be issued to all awarded Vendors {Contractors}.  

	
20
	
Section 3.2 – Professional Services
	Can the state elaborate on the level of engineering effort being requested by items D, L, N, and M. Will the consultant be responsible for performing conceptual and/or full detailed engineering for Investment Grade Energy Audit ECM?s, renewable energy projects, and resiliency projects such as distributed generation, micro grids, battery storage, etc.?

Please refer to question #19. 

	
21
	
Section 1.1 – Purpose and Intent
	With regards to the professional and consultative services to be provided in Section 3.2 that include: (c) performing studies and investigations of individual facilities related to energy consumption, energy efficiency and demand management; (d) providing assistance in evaluating Vendor Quotes related to installation of ECMs and make recommendations based upon key technical, economic, program and engineering factors; (f) providing ad hoc consulting services in the event of an unforeseen energy issue; (l) conducting feasibility assessments related to the development of renewable energy products including economic and utility tariff analysis and evaluation of financing and contract alternatives; (m) performing studies and investigations related to energy consumption, energy efficiency and demand-side management, to determine feasibility of various ECMs; and (n) supporting the evaluation of advanced technologies to enhance the resiliency of State facilities, including DG, grids and micro-grids, resiliency and battery storage. It is our understanding and assumption that the State will not allow the Blanket POs qualified pool of vendors (Contractors) that perform the services listed above on behalf of the State or other Cooperative Purchasing Program participants to simultaneously or subsequently participate either directly or on a team, for implementation, installation or financing of associated ECM, renewable energy, DG, micro-grid, resiliency and battery storage projects, as it would provide a conflict for the State and/or Cooperative Agencies. Please confirm that our understanding is correct?

Confirmed. 

	
22
	
Section 4.4.1.5 – Small Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Blanket P.O. 
	Please confirm that if we are not using subcontractors there is no small/ MWBE business requirement.

Confirmed. 

	23
	
New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions – Section 4.2 – Insurance

	Our insurance policies allow for 30 day advanced notice for cancellation, which is what we feel is standard in the industry, is this acceptable?

Bid Solicitation Section 9.0, The State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions, has been updated. Please refer to the revised Bid Solicitation New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions Section 4.2, Insurance. 
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