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May 3, 2018


To:	All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:	Bid Solicitation # 18DPP00208
NJDOT Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Certification Program


	Original Quote Submission Due Date: Friday May 11, 2018 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)
	Revised Quote Submission Due Date: Tuesday May 22, 2018 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time)


Bid Amendment #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation:
  
· This Bid Amendment includes answers to questions. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· The Quote due date has been revised from Friday May 11, 2018 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time) to Tuesday, May 22, 2018 (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time). 

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation as set forth in all Bid Amendments. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation shall remain the same.



Bid Solicitation #18DPP00208
T2838 NJDOT Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Certification Program

Answers to Questions

Where applicable, each question references the appropriate Bid Solicitation section. 

	#
	Bid Solicitation
Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	PDF Documents
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and are unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	2
	Section 1.2 – Background
	Please explain the 5th paragraph on page 7 “Vendors {Bidders} interested in the current Blanket P.O. {Contract} specifications and pricing information may review the current Blanket P.O. {Contract} T#2838 at http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/pricelists.shtml and are cautioned that this new Bid Solicitation {RFP} addresses current requirements.”

The paragraph explains where you can review the Blanket P.O. The paragraph is cautioning the Vendor {Bidder} that the current Blanket P.O requirements may not be the same as the new Bid Solicitation’s requirements. The Vendor {Bidder} must not look at the current Blanket P.O. for requirement information. The Vendor {Bidder} can find requirements in this Bid Solicitation.


	3
	General: Budget
	What is the Budget?

The estimated cost of the four (4) year Blanket P.O. term is $400,000 ($100,000 per year). 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	4
	General: Budget
	What was the previous Budget?

Expenditures to date are $216,794. 


	5
	
	Will NJDOT use an online Certification program or will the effort be totally manual/hardcopies?

The Agency uses hard copy. New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) intends to convert to an online certification process, date unknown. 


	
6
	

	Will the selected consultant's staff be required to work from the NJDOT Office(s)?

No, the consultant must have their own office and equipment to carry all the requirements within the Bid Solicitation. 


	7
	General: Applications and Certifications
	What is the projected level of effort - i.e., the number of applications, certifications (new/renewals), minimum number of certification officers?

The number of applications average 62 per year.  Fifty percent of the applications received are from out of state firms. NJDOT will request the on-site review from the firm’s home state prior to submitting the application to the consultant. This Bid Solicitiation is only for new applicants, not renewals. The consultant needs to determine how many certification officers they need on board to complete the task within the federal timelines; 90 days for firms within NJ, 60 days for firms outside of NJ (no on-site required).


	8
	General: Budget
	Will travel expenses be reimbursed?

No, travel expenses will not be reimbursed. The price lines are all inclusive. 


	9
	Section 4.3.2 B – Hard Copy Submission
	Do you want 1 copy per device (CD/USB Drive) or 3 copies on 1 device?

Yes, the Vendor {Bidder} shall submit one (1) copy of the Bid Solicitation per device (CD/ USB Drive). The copies shall not include the Price Sheet. 


	10
	Section 4.4.1.5 – Small Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Blanket P.O.
	This is a blanket PO with set-aside subcontracting goals - - What are the actual subcontracting goal(s) and are they per task or of the overall contract value?

The Vendor {Contractor} shall make a good faith effort to meet the goals as identified in Bid Solicitation Section 4.5.15 A-G during the Blanket P.O. term. There are no specified percentage goals mandated. 


	11
	General: Budget
	Is there a budget for this project and if so what is it? 

See response to question #3. 

What was the total amount paid under most recent year of the current contract?

$17,630 has been paid this fiscal year 2018 (7/1/17 to date). 


	12
	Section 3.0 – Scope of Work
	A. What was the number of applications processed annually over the past 6 years? 

The State only has the number of applications from the past three (3) years;
2015 – 66 applications
2016 – 63 applications
2017 – 59 applications  

B. Will there be a goal or requirement for minimum number of applications processed? 

No, however the applications must be processed within the timelines outlined in 49 CFR Part 26. 

C. Does NJDOT have a program to market for and encourage businesses that meet the requirements to apply for their DBE status?

Yes, the Office of Civil Rights attends outreach events within NJ/PA/DE/NY to find firms that may meet the DBE eligibility requirements and are able to work on Heavy Highway Projects. 


	13
	Section 3.5 – Litigation Support
	A. Has there ever been litigation requiring the use of a litigation specialist in the history of the program? 

No, not for certifications. 

B. In the event of litigation, is the litigation specialist only required to manage documents internal and related to any expert witness testimony provided by the Consultant? If not, what would be the scope of the expected work?

Yes, the litigation specialist would only be required to manage documents internal and related to any expert witness testimony provided by the Consultant. 



	14
	Section 4.4.1.5 – Small Business Registration for Set-Aside Blanket P.O.
	4.4.1.4 Small Business Subcontracting Set aside Blanket States NO SBE goals, 4.4.1.5 States THERE ARE SBE goals for a subcontracting only SBE (levels 1,2,3) Can we get clarification on this? What percentage goal, if any, applies to SBEs as subcontractors?

See response to Question #10. 



	15
	Section 4.5.1.5 – Small Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Blanket P.O.
	This Section States Quotes should also contain a copy of the Division of Revenue and Enterprise Services, Small Business Registration and M/WBE Certification Services Units proof of registration as a small business for any business proposed as a Subcontractor; and documentation of the Vendors {Bidders}good faith effort to meet the targets of the set-aside subcontracting requirement in sufficient detail to permit the Proposal Review Unit of the Division to effectively assess the Vendors {Bidders}efforts to comply if the Vendor {Bidder} has failed to attain the statutory goals. Does this mean the subcontractor needs to be MWBE certified, or are there no goals? Would a non-profit be required to meet goals?

See response to Question #10. 
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