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September 8, 2017


To: All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:  Bid Solicitation {RFP} # 18DPP00166
T3086 – Project Management Services for the RREM and LMI Homeowners Rebuilding Programs - DCA

       Quote {Proposal} Submission Due Date: September 20, 2017 (2:00 p.m. ET)


Bid Amendment {Addendum} #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment {Addendum} #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation {RFP}:
  
· This Bid Amendment {Addendum} includes answers to questions;

· A Revised Price Schedule titled “Revised Price Schedule T3086 090817”.  Vendors {Bidders} must submit pricing using the Revised Price Schedule accompanying this Bid Amendment {Addendum} and located on the “Attachments” Tab; and

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation {RFP} #18DPP00166, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} titled “Revised RFP T3086 RREM 090817”. 

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation {RFP} and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation {RFP} as set forth in all Bid Amendments {Addenda}. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation {RFP} shall remain the same.



T3086 – Project Management Services for the RREM and LMI Homeowners Rebuilding Programs 
Bid Solicitation {RFP} Number: 18DPP00166

Answers to Questions

Each question is referenced by the appropriate Bid Solicitation {RFP} page number(s) and section where applicable. 

Note: These questions have been paraphrased in the interest of readability and clarity. 

	#
	Page #
	RFP Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1 1
	N/A
	PDF Documents

	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and are unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.


	2 2
	5
	Section 1.1 Purpose and Intent
	How many awards will be made?

As specified by Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 1.1, the State intends to award to a single Vendor {Bidder}.


	3 2
	5
	Section 1.2 Background  
	Is there an incumbent for this RFP or with similar scope of work? If, yes, please list the current contractor and describe the task current contractor is assigned.

The incumbent Vendors {Contractors} for the current RREM Program Blanket P.O. {Contract} are Gilbane Building Company and CB&I Government Solutions Inc.

As specified by Section 1.2 of the Bid Solicitation {RFP}, “This is a reprocurement of similar services provided under the G-8046 – RREM Program term Blanket P.O. {Contract}, presently due to expire on May 23, 2018.  Vendors {Bidders} interested in the current Blanket P.O. {Contract} specifications and pricing information may review the current Blanket P.O. {Contract} (G-8046) requirements via the Method of Operation  at http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/pricelists.shtml and are cautioned that this new Bid Solicitation {RFP} may have additional or varying tasks from previous versions to address current requirements.”

Vendors {Bidders} should refer to the above for information regarding the tasks and responsibilities of the current Blanket P.O. {Contract}.


	4 3
	5
	Section 1.2 Background 
	What is the budget for this project?

The State declines to provide information regarding budgeting for this Bid Solicitation {RFP} to potential Vendors {Bidders}.


	5 6
	6
	Section 1.2 Background

	Is it the State’s intent to award a Blanket PO to one Vendor {Contractor} or multiple?

Please refer to the answer to Question #2.  


	6 7
	6
	Section 1.2 Background 
	Section 1.2 BACKGROUND refers to “Pathway B consists of Applicants who have identified and selected their own State-approved Builder?” No RREM Pathway B “State-approved Builder” list was found and the RREM Policies & Procedures referenced via link in this solicitation indicate that Pathway B Applicants may contract with any State licensed builder who is not debarred. Please clarify and provide the list of “State-approved (Pathway B) Builders” to which this refers.

There is no list of State-approved (Pathway B) Builders. Please refer to Section 1.2 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, as “State-Approved Builder” has been changed to “Program eligible Builder”.  This language refers to any Builder submitted by an Applicant meeting Program requirements that is validated by the Vendor {Contractor} in accordance with Section 3.4 (A.1-2) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  


	7 8
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	Section 1.2 BACKGROUND indicates whose grant awards have been in place a minimum of 18 months. The RREM Policies & Procedures referenced via link in this solicitation indicate a 12 month limit for RREM Pathway B Applicants to complete their projects. That 2,200 projects are anticipated to exceed 18 months indicates that RREM Program extensions have been granted to Pathway B Applicants. 
A. Will the State continue to grant extensions to homeowners who will be served by this Solicitation? 
B. If yes, is there a time limit to the extension(s) that will be granted?

A. Yes, the State will continue to grant extensions to Applicants served by the Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from this Bid Solicitation {RFP}. 

B. As specified by Section 1.2 of the Bid Solicitation {RFP}, all CDBG-DR funds must be expended by 2022. 
 

	8 9
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	General Question: Fraud files require a substantial level of effort beyond the standard applicant file scenario. How will management of fraud files be compensated under this contract?

The State will manage all fraud files.  When a file is identified as a fraud file, there is a fraud re-inspection performed by the State. The State also provides a breakdown of the work to determine the amount of the grant amendment necessitated by the fraud. Once the fraud related documentation has been completed, the Vendor {Contractor} shall resume control of the file as it resumes its normal progress toward completion. 

There will be no additional compensation to the Vendor {Contractor} for files involving fraud under this Blanket P.O. {Contract}.  



	9 10
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	General Question: What is the anticipated number of fraud files on the program-expected within the population of the 2200 applicants?

The State is unable to provide an anticipated number of fraud files that will occur during the term of the Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from this Bid Solicitation {RFP}. To date, 3% of the overall program population has been served by the fraud policy.


	10 11
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	Page 6: General Question: “The vendor will assist and advise Applicants whose grant awards have been in place a minimum of 18 months.”  Is it anticipated that the existing program will manage all files pre-18 months concurrently.

Applicants whose files have yet to meet the 18 month threshold will be outside the scope of this Blanket P.O. {Contract}, until the time in which the Applicant reaches the 18 month threshold as specified by Section 1.2 of the Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  


	11 12
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	Section 1.2, page 6. According to the RFP, “Throughout the term of this Blanket P.O. {Contract}, the State estimates there will be approximately 2,200 Applicants served.” Will this contract serve the entire remaining homeowner population in the RREM and LMI programs, or is some portion of these estimated 2,200 Applicants expected to be served under other contracts?

Yes, this Blanket P.O. {Contract} will eventually serve the entire remaining homeowner population in the RREM and LMI Programs.

The Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from this Bid Solicitation {RFP} will  serve the eligible Applicants meeting the 18 month threshold as specified by Section 1.2 of the Bid Solicitation {RFP}. 


	12 13
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	Section 1.2, page 6. Approximately how many homeowners who are still waiting to repair and reoccupy their homes are receiving rental assistance?

Approximately 600 homeowners in the RREM and LMI Programs are receiving rental assistance through the Rental Assistance Program (RAP).


	13 14
	6
	Section 1.2 Background
	Section 1.2 BACKGROUND and (T3086 Price Schedule) indicate an estimate of 2,200 Applicants to be served. In order to develop an accurate and comprehensive Quote, it is important for the Vendor {Bidder} to understand the likely scope, volume, flow and travel requirements of work to be delivered under the Solicitation, can the State provide the following additional information: 

A. How were the quantity estimates for each Pool provided in the Price Schedule determined (for example are they the estimated numbers of Applicants in each of those Pools presently or the number anticipated to be in each Pool in October 2017 or May 2018)?
B. What is the geographic breakdown of the 2,200 Applicants?
C. What Applicant assignment flow should the Vendor {Bidder} use in developing its Quote (i.e., will all 2,200 Applicants be assigned within x # of days of the start of the Blanket PO period)?

Vendors {Bidders} shall refer to the Revised Price Schedule for updated Pool quantities.  Vendors {Bidders} must submit pricing using the Revised Price Schedule located on the “Attachments” Tab.  

A. Quantity estimates for each Pool provided are based on the number of Applicants anticipated in October 2017.

B. Approximately 45% in Ocean County; 25% in Atlantic County; 20% in Monmouth County; 3% in Bergen County; 3% in Cape May County; 4% in other counties.

C. The Vendor should anticipate receiving assignment of eligible Applicant Projects within 60 days of Blanket P.O. {Contract} award.


	14 15
	6 & 7
	Section 1.2.1 Applicant Project Pools
	Section 1.2.1 APPLICANT PROJECT POOLS indicates general status levels toward project completion for each of the 6 Pools (Pool 1A, Pool 1B, Pool 1C, Pool 2, Pool 3, Pool 4). Using NJ RREM Applicants who have already reached each of the indicated completion milestones, can the State provide the average time it took to do so. Namely: 
A. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from grant award for Applicants to obtain their municipal Foundation inspection (Pool 1A)? 
B. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from grant award for Applicants to obtain their municipal Foundation inspection (Pool 1B)?
C. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from grant award for Applicants to obtain their municipal Top of Foundation (Elevation Certificate) (Pool 1C)? 
D. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from time of achievement of milestones indicated in 1A, B & C for Applicants to obtain their municipal Plumbing, Electrical, HVAC, Framing and Insulation Rough In inspections (Pool 2)? 
E. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from time of achievement of all rough in inspections indicated as the Pool 2 milestone for Applicants to obtain their municipal Plumbing and Electrical Final inspections (Pool 3)? 
F. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from time of achievement of all final plumbing and electrical inspections indicated as the Pool 3 milestone for Applicants to obtain their municipal Certificate of Occupancy (Pool 4)?
G. For those Applicants who have progressed to that point, on average, how long did it take from time of municipal Certificate of Occupancy issuance for Applicants to achieve Final Closeout?

A-F. The State is unable to provide average times between municipal inspections.

G. Over the last year, on average, it took approximately 110 days for an Applicant to progress from municipal Certificate of Occupancy issuance to submission of Final Closeout documentation via iDone.


	15 16
	9
	Section 1.3.7 Pre-Quote {Proposal} Document Review
	Section 1.3.7 PRE-QUOTE {PROPOSAL} DOCUMENT REVIEW provide links to current Program documents and indicates that these are the only Program documents that a Vendor needs to review in order to prepare and submit accurate and comprehensive Quotes {Proposals}. 
A. Are all Program required forms, documents, reporting requirements and associated formats, checklists, etc. that the selected Vendor will be required to complete provided within these 3 referenced documents? 
B. If all of the above are not contained within these 3 document links, can the State provide all such Program required documentation for Vendor {Bidder} review/awareness?

A.  The Vendor {Contractor} will be provided all relevant Program forms and related documents, including instructions, during the Blanket P.O. {Contract} Kickoff Meeting.  

B.  Please refer to the answer provided to Part A of this Question. 


	16 17
	9
	Section 1.3.7 Pre-Quote {Proposal} Document Review
	Section 1.3.7 PRE-QUOTE {PROPOSAL} DOCUMENT REVIEW provide links to current Program documents. 
A. If they are not included or there are not links to provide access to the full detail of any “sub-policies or procedures” which may be referenced within these 3 documents, can the State provide Vendor {Bidder} access to those as well for awareness and inclusion in accurate and comprehensive Quote development? 
B. Will all Applicants be required to comply with these versions of the Program Policies and Procedures and/or Requirements? 
C. If not, can the State provide all previous Program Policies and Procedures and/or Requirements versions that would dictate requirements for certain Applicants to be served.

A.  Please refer to the answer to Question #15.

B.  Applicants will be required to comply with the most current version of the Program Policies and Procedures throughout the term of the Blanket P.O. {Contract}.  

C.  Please refer to Question #16B.



	17 18
	9
	Section 1.3.7 Pre-Quote {Proposal} Document Review
	Section 1.3.7 PRE-QUOTE {PROPOSAL} DOCUMENT REVIEW provide links to current Program documents. Do the versions of these 3 Program documents for which links are provided reflect the Program Policies and Procedures appropriate for and commensurate with the approach and services outlined in this Solicitation or would they require modification?

The links provided in Section 1.3.7 are current and reflect the Program Policies and Procedures appropriate for and commensurate with the approach and services outlined in this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	18 19
	15 & 16
	Section 2.2 General Definitions
	Section 2.2 GENERAL DEFINITIONS the definitions of “Firm Fixed Price” and “Unit Cost” both indicate that travel related, administrative and other expenses typically defined as “Other Direct Costs” (“ODCs”) within HUD regulations are to be included in the requested Firm Fixed Unit Cost for each Pool in this Solicitation. Please confirm that the requirement to invoice separately for such ODCs is waived.

The State is seeking a firm-fixed unit cost as defined and specified by the Bid Solicitation {RFP} and the State Standard Terms and Conditions.  There will be no additional charges permitted related to “Other Direct Costs”. 


	19 20
	18
	Section 2.3 Blanket P.O. {Contract]-Specific Definitions/Acronyms
	Section 2.3 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT]-SPECIFIC DEFINITIONS/ACRONYMS “Project Plan”: This is a substantial component of this Solicitation as well as the first payment installation milestone. Can the State provide further clarification/detail as to what is expected in the Project Plan and the preferred format and/or a sample Project Plan?

The definition of Project Plan has been revised.  Furthermore, the term “Workflow Plan” has replaced the term “Project Plan” in multiple sections of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  Please refer to Section 2.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} for the revised definition of Project Plan and the added definition of Workflow Plan.  

Additionally, please refer to Section 3.4.1 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} for further clarification and detail as to what is required regarding the Workflow Plan. 

No sample Workflow Plan is currently available as this deliverable is the responsibility of the Vendor {Contractor}; however, the Vendor {Contractor} will be able to discuss the Workflow Plan requirements and any other questions regarding Workflow Plans at the Blanket P.O. {Contract} Kick-Off Meeting specified by Section 3.2(A) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	20 21
	18
	Section 2.3 Blanket P.O. {Contract]-Specific Definitions/Acronyms
	Section 2.3 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT]-SPECIFIC DEFINITIONS/ACRONYMS “Punch List”: The definition provided indicates that the Vendor {Contractor} must complete prior to its final payment. Is it not true that the homeowner’s Builder may also be required to complete the Punch List?

No.  The term Punch List in relation to this Bid Solicitation {RFP} only applies to construction related services that have not been completed by the Applicant and are required in order to reach Final Closeout.  

Please refer to Question #51 and Question #52 for additional information regarding Punch List services.  


	21 22
	18
	Section 2.3 Blanket P.O. {Contract]-Specific Definitions/Acronyms
	Section 2.3 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT]-SPECIFIC DEFINITIONS/ACRONYMS “Unmet Need”: indicates “The amount required to complete the Project Plan”. The reference to “Project Plan” in this definition is different than the definition of Unmet Need in the RREM Policies & Procedures referenced via link in this solicitation. 
A. Since this Solicitation will serve Applicants whose grants have been in place for more than 18 months, hasn’t each Applicant’s Unmet Need already been calculated/established? 
B. Does the State anticipate that each Applicant’s previously calculated Unmet Need would change? 
C. Given that there was no provision or requirement for each RREM Pathway B Applicant to have a “Project Plan” prior to this Solicitation, please explain how Unmet Need relates to a yet to be developed Project Plan and not for example the Program and/or HUD required Scope of Work Elements established in each Applicant’s grant documentation?

A. Yes, the Unmet Need was established at the Applicant’s grant signing. 

B. Unmet Need may change due to construction project change orders or change in Duplication of Benefits. 

C. As per the revised definition, a Project Plan is inclusive of an individual applicant’s project scope of work as established in each applicant’s grant documentation. Any alteration to the Project Plan may change an Applicant’s Unmet Need. The Vendor {Contractor} deliverable as clarified is not the “Project Plan” that was developed for each Applicant prior to Bid Solicitation {RFP}, but rather a yet-to-be-developed “Workflow Plan”, as defined by Section 2.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} and specified by Section 3.4.1 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	22 23
	20
	Section 3.1 Essential Requirements
	Section 3.1 ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS: Can Vendors {Bidders} rely that the Program Policies and Procedures and Requirements referenced via link in this Solicitation are fully compliant with all applicable federal and State statutes, regulations, and any other such guidance as may be issued by a federal government or State government agency with jurisdiction?

No.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall comply with all applicable State and federal requirements and guidance, including that which may be issued by the State and federal agency of jurisdiction.  The listing of federal and State statutes, regulations, and guidance in Section 3.1 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} are for the convenience of the Vendor {Contractor} and may not represent all applicable federal and State statutes and regulations.  


	23 24
	21
	Section 3.1.2 Core Services (A)
	Section 3.1.2 CORE SERVICES A: indicates the Vendor {Contractor} will “act as a liaison with the Builder to ensure Project completion.” How many of the anticipated 2,200 Applicants to be served by this Solicitation have chosen to execute their Project with multiple “subcontractors” and serve as their own “GC”?

The State is unable to provide the information requested.


	24 25
	21
	Section 3.1.2 Core Services (A)
	Section 3.1.2 CORE SERVICES A: The RREM Policies & Procedures referenced via link in this solicitation clarify that all RREM Pathway B contracts are solely between the Applicant and their selected Builder. Given that neither the State nor the Vendor {Contractor} are a party to or have any standing in that Pathway B contract, please clarify how the State anticipates the Vendor {Contractor} can “ensure Project completion”.

Please refer to Section 3.1.2(A) of the Revised Bid Solicitation, which has been revised in response to this Question.


	25 26
	21
	Section 3.1.2 Core Services (B)
	Section 3.1.2 CORE SERVICES B: Has the State confirmed with all involved municipalities that the Vendor {Contractor} will be allowed access to all related information/documentation on behalf of the Applicants without impediment or without additional requirements such as the Applicant having to provide written authorization and/or the Vendor {Contractor} having to make OPRA requests, etc.?

This is not the State’s responsibility and the State cannot guarantee the access as requested by this Question; however; the State will provide a formal written authorization to the Vendor {Contractor} that may be submitted to municipalities as needed. 
 

	26 27
	21
	Section 3.1.2 Core Services (D)
	Section 3.1.2 CORE SERVICES D: indicates “Review and revise, as appropriate, an Applicant’s Project Plan using Xactimate if there is an Unmet Need greater than $15,000”? 
A. “Review” implies that Project Plans have already been developed for (some) Applicants to be services by this Solicitation. Please confirm how many Applicants currently or will have a Project Plan in place prior to the start of this Blanket PO. 
B. This refers to the use of Xactimate to revise a Project Plan as appropriate. Referring back to Question #19 above, please clarify the preferred format and content of an Applicant Project Plan since the definition does not lead one to anticipate that Xactimate would be the appropriate tool to document such a Plan. 
C. Referring back to Question 21, please clarify how the State perceives Project Plans will relate to the Applicant’s already established Unmet Need and provide examples of what types of Project Plan revisions could be implemented to impact the Unmet Need given the need to complete Program required scope of work elements and the existence of an Applicant/Builder contract.

A. All Applicants currently have a Project Plan. Please see the revised definition of Project Plan as specified by Section 2.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.

B. As per the revised definition, a Project Plan is inclusive of an individual Applicant’s project scope of work as established in each Applicant’s grant documentation. Any alteration to the Project Plan may necessitate the use of Xactimate. The Vendor {Contractor} deliverable as clarified is not the “Project Plan” that was developed for each Applicant prior to Bid Solicitation {RFP}, but rather a yet-to-be-developed “Workflow Plan”, as defined by Section 2.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} and specified by Section 3.4.1 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.

C. Please refer to the answer to Question #21.


	27 28
	21
	Section 3.1.2 Core Services (E)
	Section 3.1.2 CORE SERVICES E: In order that Vendor {Bidders} may provide accurate and comprehensive Quotes, please provide for each Pool type the anticipated total number of site inspections that will be required for any reason.

The State is unable to provide an anticipated number of site inspections for each Pool type as asked by this Question.  

Vendors {Bidders} should refer to Section 3.4(L-M) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} for additional information regarding site inspection requirements.  


	28 29
	22
	Section 3.2 Blanket P.O. {Contract} Startup (D)
	Section 3.2 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT} STARTUP D: Refers to a requirement that the Vendor {Contractor} must be proficient with both Xactimate and WorlTrac. There is reference to Xactimate but no reference to WorlTrac in the RREM Policies & Procedures or Requirements referenced via link in this Solicitation. 
A. Please clarify that WorlTrac is not a required Program tool and why it is therefore listed as a required Solicitation software.
B. Please clarify what elements of work of this Solicitation the State anticipates would require the use of WorlTrac. 
C. Can the Vendor {Bidder} rely upon that the State has confirmed with the WorlTrac Software Owner/Vendor that licensing for any/all version(s) of WorlTrac which may have previously been used in implementing the services of the Program(s) would be available to the Vendor {Contractor}.

A.  The Vendor is required to be proficient in WorlTrac as specified by Section 3.2(D) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.

B.  The Program requires the Vendor {Contractor} to maintain a comprehensive file for each Applicant’s Project. This must be maintained by a document management system that provides reporting of both detailed and Program wide statistical information. The WorlTrac system is an industry recognized project management system that provides the level of comprehensive management required to effectively communicate with the stakeholders in the Program. By possessing proficiency in WorlTrac, the Vendor {Contractor} demonstrates its understanding of the level of document management, reporting and interfacing required to effectively perform the functions required by the Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.

C.  No, this is not the responsibility of the State.


	29 30
	22
	Section 3.2 Blanket P.O. {Contract} Startup (F)
	Section 3.2 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT} STARTUP F: The tasks and sequence of those tasks as outlined is not clear: 	F1 indicates “review Project Plan tasks” necessitating that a Project Plan exists at that point. F3 indicates the Vendor {Contractor} will “Meet with the Applicant and Builder to review the Applicant’s Project Plan within 60 days of the transfer”.	F4 then indicates the Vendor {Contractor} shall “Develop a detailed Project Plan “.
 a. (relates also to Question 11 above) This sequence implies Project Plans exist. Please confirm whether Project Plans already exist for Applicants to be served and if so for all or how many?

A Project Plan currently exists for all Applicants.  The definition of Project Plan has been revised to clarify this term.  Additionally, the term Workflow Plan has been added in order to clearly identify the responsibilities of the Vendor {Contractor}.  Please refer to Section 2.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation for the updated definitions.

Furthermore, please refer to Section 3.2(F) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, which has been changed.  


	30 31
	22
	Section 3.2 Blanket P.O. {Contract} Startup (F4)
	Section 3.2 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT} STARTUP F4: Indicates plans must be submitted to SCM for review and approval. As SCM approval turnaround impacts the Vendor {Contractor’s} ability to progress each file and reach indicated milestones, please provide the approval time frame that can be relied upon to develop this Quote.

The State anticipates completing the review of each Workflow Plan within 30 calendar days; however, the State reserves the right to take additional time on a case by case basis if determined by the State to be necessary.  


	31 32
	22
	Section 3.2 Blanket P.O. {Contract} Startup (F)
	Section 3.2 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT} STARTUP F: As detailed in this Solicitation there will be an overlap of Program services between October 2017 (the indicated start of this Blanket PO) and May 2018 (the conclusion of Program services being provided by the “preceding Vendor”). Please clarify if the State anticipates that the Applicants to be served by this Solicitation will also continue to be served by the “preceding Vendor” during any overlap period and, if so, how will Applicants be directed to work as required with both Vendors to allow each to as effectively as possible deliver services required?

The transition from the current Blanket P.O. {Contract} to the Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from this Bid Solicitation {RFP} will begin upon the award of the new Blanket P.O. {Contract}.


	32 33
	22
	Section 3.2 Blanket P.O. {Contract} Startup 
	Section 3.2 BLANKET P.O. {CONTRACT} STARTUP indicates “All plans and procedures are subject to DCA, State and/or SCM approval.”
 For this and all other references within this Solicitation to a requirement to obtain DCA, State or SCM approval, as approval turnaround impacts the Vendor {Contractor’s} ability to progress each file and reach indicated milestones, please provide the approval time frame that can be relied upon to develop this Quote.

The State will make every attempt to review and approve submitted plans and procedures as quickly as possible in order to facilitate the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} ability to quickly perform the services specified by this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  Please refer to the answer to Question #30 regarding review turnaround time for submitted Workflow Plans and Question #45 regarding Final Closeout.  


	33 
	22
	Section 3.2
Blanket P.O. {Contract} Startup (F)
	Page 22, Section Section F Please clarify whether the first applicant meeting is 30 days as referenced on page 22 in section 3.2 F or 60 days as referenced on page 23 in section 3.3 A?

As specified by Section 3.2(F2) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, the Vendor {Contractor} Project Manager shall introduce himself/herself to the Applicant’s DCA housing advisor within 30 calendar days of Project initiation.  

As specified by Section 3.2(F3) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, the Vendor {Contractor} Project Manager shall meet with Applicant and Builder to review the Applicant’s Project Plan and current status of construction within 60 days of transfer.

Additionally, please refer to Section 3.3(A) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, which has corrected this timeframe to 60 calendar days.


	34 34
	23
	Section 3.2.1 Operational Plan (D & E)
	Section 3.2.1 OPERATIONAL PLAN D & E: Please clarify what is provided for each of D & E and how they differ?

To clarify, “budget” referenced in D is for funds expended by the Vendor {Contractor} to meet each of the major requirements of this Bid Solicitation {RFP}. Comparatively, “cash flow projections for the Program” in E are for the cash flow projections of Program funds to Applicants, e.g. forecasting Applicant construction payment disbursements.


	35 35
	22-23
	Section 3.3
Applicant Interaction
	Sections 3.2 and 3.3, pages 22-23. Section 3.2 states that the contractors must provide an “Operationalized Call Center or Customer Service desk located in the State.” However, within Section 3.3 (Applicant Interaction), there is no mention of contractors having to provide the facility in which to meet applicants, or of requirements to support furniture and office equipment. Should Vendors assume that such a facility will be provided by the State of New Jersey, along with furniture and office equipment?

The referenced sections do not require a facility for the Vendor {Contractor} to meet Applicants, only an operational call center for the purpose of telecommunications. Furniture and office equipment for the call center are at the discretion and cost of the Vendor {Contractor}.

Please refer to Section 3.2(E) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, which has removed the requirement that the call center be located physically in the State.  However, the Vendor {Contractor} shall be fully compliant with Source Disclosure Requirements as specified by Section 7.1.2 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	36 36
	23
	Section 3.3
Applicant Interaction
	Section 3.3, page 23. If the State of New Jersey will not provide the facility and furnishings for the Call Center/Customer Service desk, please provide the specifications of the facility and any furnishings or office equipment to be provided by the Vendor.

Please refer to the answer to Question #35.


	37 
	23
	Section 3.3 Applicant Interaction 
(A)
	Section 3.3 APPLICANT INTERACTIONS A: Refers to a requirement to meet with the Applicant to review the Project Plan and status within “30 calendar days”. All other references to this same service (see 3.2F3, 3.4B and 5.14B) indicate this meeting is to occur within 60 calendar days. Please reconcile.

Please refer to Section 3.3(A) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, which has corrected this timeframe to 60 calendar days.


	38 38
	23
	Section 3.3 Applicant Interaction 
(D & F)
	Section 3.3 APPLICANT INTERACTIONS opening paragraph, D & F: All refer to the Vendor {Contractor} intervening or mediating on behalf of the Applicant with the Builder and/or municipality. Please provide examples of how the State envisions the Vendor {Contractor} could successfully intervene or mediate with Builders or municipalities given contractual and other constraints/requirements.

The Vendor {Contractor} shall  participate in discussions regarding the Project that occur between the Applicant and Builder and/or municipality, and assist the Applicant with understanding the specifics of the issues being discussed, their options in any proposed or discussed resolutions, and next steps required to move the Project toward completion. It is not required that the Vendor {Contractor} take direct action or give direction to other parties in these discussions. It is the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} role to act in an advisory role only to the Applicant.

Additionally, please refer to Section 3.3(F) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, as the referenced language has been revised.  


	39 40
	23
	Section 3.3 Applicant Interactions 
(F2)
	Section 3.3 APPLICANT INTERACTIONS F2: Indicates the Vendor {Contractor} shall “Acquire necessary documentation”. Please provide examples of the type of documentation to which this refers and how the State envisions the Vendor {Contractor} could be successful in acquiring it when the Applicant and Builder have been unsuccessful in doing so.

The Vendor’s {Contractor’s} role shall include, but not be limited to, advising the Applicant on the proper documentation necessary for all aspects of their Project, including municipal required documents, assisting them in filling out documents to be submitted to the municipality when they need assistance, providing a means by which the Applicant can deliver/provide documents, and notifying the SCM when an Applicant refuses to provide required documentation.


	40 41
	24
	Section 3.3 Applicant Interactions
(L)
	Section 3.3 APPLICANT INTERACTIONS L: Please provide assumptions to be used in developing this Quote for the number, location and day/time (Evenings? Weekends?) of all sessions to be held and the number and level of Vendor {Contractor} staffing required to participate.

Historically, the Program has conducted a single 3-4 hour weekday session, ending no later than 8:00 p.m. EST, once a month, located in one (1) of the nine (9) most impacted counties. It is at the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} discretion as to how to staff the sessions; however; the Vendor {Contractor} is required to have enough technical support staff on site to manage Applicant interactions.

The Vendor {Contractor} can expect each Vendor {Contractor} representative to spend approximately 15 minutes per Applicant served, and events have had a median of 48 applicants in attendance over the course of the past six (6) months.


	41 42
	24
	Section 3.4 Construction Management
	Section 3.4 CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT: Using the phrase “construction-related assistance”. This is not a phrase used previously in RREM service documentation. Please clarify what type of “assistance” the State anticipates the Vendor {Contractor} would provide.

This is referring to construction related project management assistance.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall provide technical support to the Applicants regarding the construction of their Project, which would include, but not be limited to: explanations of construction processes and terminology, explanation of the sequence of operations necessary to move the Project to completion, description of the roles and responsibilities of all parties involved and when each is required to take action, and directing Applicants to resources where they can obtain additional information regarding their specific questions or construction related challenges.


	42 43
	24
	Section 3.4 Construction Management (B2)
	Section 3.4 CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT B2: Indicates the Vendor {Contractor} shall “Maintain contact with the Applicant to ensure that construction schedule is maintained”. Please clarify how the State anticipates that the Vendor {Contractor} could “ensure” the construction schedule is maintained given contract and other constraints/influence limitations.

Please refer to Section 3.4(B) of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}, which has been revised in response to this question.


	43 44
	26
	Section 3.5 Quality Assurance/
Quality Control 
(C)
	Section 3.5 QUALITY ASSURANCE/QUALITY CONTROL C: Please clarify what types of reviews and which Applicant data should be reviewed.

Please refer to Section 3.5 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} which has been revised.  


	44 45
	26
	Section 3.5 Quality Assurance/
Quality Control 
(E)
	Section 3.5 QUALITY ASSURANCE/QUALITY CONTROL E: To allow Vendor {Bidder} to develop an accurate and comprehensive Quote, please clarify what additional quality assurance or control tasks should be anticipated and included in pricing.

The Vendor {Contractor} shall provide quality control and assurance to ensure that all submitted reports are accurate and all submitted documentation is complete. The Vendor {Contractor} shall also review all payment requests for eligibility based on Program guidelines and polices.


	45 46
	26
	, Section 3.5 Quality Assurance/
Quality Control 

	Section 3.5 QUALITY ASSURANCE/QUALITY CONTROL closing paragraph: Indicates “a review by the State for final determination before the file is closed.”  As the duration of this final State determination impacts the Vendor {Contractor’s} ability to reach a payment milestone, please provide the final review time frame from the date the file was transmitted via iDone that can be relied upon to develop this Quote.

The State anticipates completing final reviews within approximately 90 calendar days.


	46 47
	27
	Section 3.6 Compliance And Monitoring 
(F)
	Section 3.6 COMPLIANCE AND MONITORING F: To allow Vendor {Bidder} to develop an accurate and comprehensive Quote, please clarify what additional compliance and monitoring tasks should be anticipated and included in pricing.

Other compliance and monitoring tasks, as referred to in Section 3.6(F), include tasks related to internal and external audits as well as compliance and monitoring for the prevention of waste, fraud, and abuse.


	47 48
	27
	Section 3.6 Compliance And Monitoring 
(H)
	Page 27, Section 3.6 COMPLIANCE AND MONITORING H: Please clarify: a. what the Project Plan “deliverables” are, b. How the Project Plan or its deliverables relates to Program goals and c. which Program goals are being referred to

Please refer to Sections 2.3 and 3.4.1 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} for changes to the definition of Project Plan and the addition of Workflow Plan as it relates to the section referenced by this Question.  

The Workflow Plan deliverables refer to all documentation associated with providing the Applicant a Project specific plan for completing their individual Project. Program goals are fully stated in the Policies and Procedures. The Workflow Plan shall become a tool used by the Program to assist Applicants with completing their construction projects within the Program guidelines and applicable eligibility regulations.


	48 49
	29
	  Section 3.9 Accounting And Reporting 
	Section 3.9 ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING opening paragraph: To allow for accuracy and completeness in developing the Quote, please clarify what “interim reports” should be anticipated and included in the pricing.

Interim reports will be requested on an as-needed basis by the SCM in order to ensure complete and accurate accounting and reporting as set forth in Section 3.9 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	49 50
	29
	Section 3.9 Accounting And Reporting (D)
	Section 3.9 ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING D: Please clarify what “quality checks for all Applicant files are to be performed on a quarterly basis”.

On a quarterly basis, the Vendor {Contractor} shall check the quality of completeness and accuracy of every active Applicant file that has been transferred to the Vendor {Contractor}.


	50 51
	29
	Section 3.9.1 Monthly Project Management Summary
	Section 3.9.1 MONTHLY PROJECT MANAGEMENT SUMMARY: Please clarify if the Vendor {Contractor} will have expanded SIROMs access and the ability to request/receive custom reports within 30 calendar days of the request.

No, the Vendor {Contractor} will not have expanded SIROMS access and will not have the ability to request/receive custom reports.


	51 52
	30
	Section 3.11 Punch List
	Section 3.11 PUNCH LIST: Please clarify the rationale for transitioning responsibility for Punch List items from the Applicant’s Builder to the Vendor {Contractor} given:  That the cost of completing all contracted scope items is in the Applicant Builder’s existing contract? The cost for the Vendor {Contractor} to instead complete those same items will be substantially more due to Prevailing Wage requirement, the fact that Punch Lists would represent relatively limited scopes of work which as “stand alones” are not appealing to potential subcontractor bidders particularly when the risk of involvement is considered ? The existence of remaining true Punch List items is not an inhibitor to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy and therefore the Program Final Inspection and subsequent file close out.

The State requires that Punch List services are provided as specified by Section 3.11 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} and this Bid Amendment {Addendum}.  The intent of the Punch List services specified is to provide Applicants a mechanism for accomplishing construction-related work required to pass Final Inspection and/or reach Final Closeout.  The Punch List services provided by the Vendor {Contractor} are meant to expedite Final Closeout when necessary, which in turn will allow the Vendor {Contractor} to reach the final payment milestone.   This mechanism has been determined to be necessary by the State based upon prior Program experience.  

Punch list items for the purposes of this Bid Solicitation {RFP} refer to Program related work or code-required work that has not been completed by the Applicant. This work shall not be a part of an ongoing construction contract between the Applicant and the Builder and the work shall be required for the Applicant to successfully reach Final Closeout. The Punch List items shall be identified by the Vendor {Contractor}, the Applicant, and/or the Program, and agreed to by the Program and the Applicant prior to being assigned to the Vendor {Contractor}.


	52 53
	30
	Section 3.11 Punch List
	Section 3.11 PUNCH LIST: 
A. Please provide examples of what the State would designate as Punch List items and work scope the State would deem as more substantial than would be appropriate for inclusion on a Punch List 
B. Please clarify if any of the type of work the State envisions would be potential transferrable Punch List to the Vendor {Contractor} would require a warranty period. 
C. Please provide the criteria for the shift in responsibility for completion of Punch List items from the Applicant contracted Builder to the Vendor {Contractor}. 
D. B - Confirm that potential Punch List subcontractors need not be identified by the Vendor {Bidder} with its Solicitation submission. 
E. What are the “specified requirements” indicated in the paragraph at the bottom of Page 30 
F. Provide examples of reasons the Punch List submission would be rejected if the Vendor {Contractor} had obtained 3 bids from NJ licensed subcontractors. 
G. Please provide the payment turnaround for SCM approved Punch List work 
H. What is the State’s basis for indicating that the Vendor {Contractor} will receive no mark up for directly subcontracting Punch List task completion? 
I. Please confirm that any Prevailing Wage requirements pertain only to the Punch List subcontractor labor and not to any Vendor {Contractor} labor.

A. Punch List items are to be addressed by the Vendor {Contractor} on a limited basis for:
1. Projects where the Applicant has not contracted their Builders to complete outstanding Program specified work identified at their RREM Program Final Inspection totaling no greater than $15,000.
2. Projects where the Applicant has terminated their Builders and has outstanding program specified work identified at their RREM Program Final Inspection totaling no greater than $15,000.
3. Projects where the Applicant has not contracted their Builders to complete work required to achieve their Certificate of Occupancy totaling no greater than $15,000.
4. Projects where the Applicant has terminated their Builders and has outstanding work required to achieve their Certificate of Occupancy totaling no greater than $15,000.

B. When the Vendor {Contractor} undertakes Punch List items, the State is requiring a warranty period of six (6) months, unless specified otherwise by the State’s Punch List request.

C.  Any work transferred to the Vendor {Contractor} shall not also be under contract with the Applicant’s Builder.  Any work that was performed by the Applicant’s Builder may be transferred to the Vendor {Contractor} if that work is removed from their contract, or if the contract is terminated.

D.  Confirmed.  The Vendor {Bidder} does not need to identify subcontractors performing Punch List service in its Quote {Proposal} submission.  However, all proposed Punch List subcontractors must be identified by the Vendor {Contractor} at the time it submits a Punch List submission to the SCM, or DCA designated representative for review and approval prior to the commencement of work.  The Vendor {Contractor} and its subcontractors shall meet all requirements of the Public Works Contractor Registration Act and the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act for all performance of public work associated with Punch List services, as applicable.

E. The requirements specified by the State that must be met by the Punch List submission in order to receive State approval.

F. The Punch List submission may be rejected by the Program for any reason, at its sole discretion.

G. Completed Punch List services will be paid based in accordance with current program guidelines for submittal of payment requests, and current turnaround times for payments is approximately 30 days.

H. Cost plus a percentage of cost and percentage of construction cost methods of contracting are prohibited under current federal procurement regulations.  Accordingly, Vendors {Bidders} shall include all administrative costs associated with the performance of Punch List services in the unit cost, which includes all costs associated with providing services under this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, Blanket P.O. {Contract}. Please see Section 3.12 Payment.

I. Prevailing wage applies to public work and building services performed under this procurement as specified by Section 3.11.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} and in accordance with the NJ State Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A 34:11-56.25 et seq.


	53 54
	31
	 Section 3.11.3 Prevailing Wage
	Section 3.11.3 PREVAILING WAGE: Please clarify the determination version to be used and the applicable duration.

It is the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} responsibility to comply with the NJ State Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A 34:11-56.25 et seq., as applicable, for the entire term of the Blanket P.O. {Contract}.


	54 55
	32
	Section 3.12 Payment
	Section 3.12 PAYMENT: The proposed installments payments represent a significant cash flow burden for the Vendor {Contractor} given the likely time durations (historically months and even years) between the proposed payment milestones as compared to the labor outlay demands required to deliver the services of this Blanket PO over that time period. Is the State open to considering alternate payment terms?

No.

The Vendor {Contractor} will receive 30% of the Project’s Unit Price for successfully completing the Applicant’s Workflow Plan.  This payment milestone provides payment to the Vendor {Contractor} in the early months of this Blanket P.O. {Contract}.   


	55 56
	32
	Section 3.12 Payment
	Section 3.12 PAYMENT: Please clarify how the State proposes to compensate the Vendor {Contractor} for services rendered and costs incurred when any Applicant withdraws or is withdrawn at any point prior to the achievement of one of the three indicated payment milestones. For example, a Project Plan is approved for an Applicant (achieving payment milestone A 30%) and the project is then in construction over the following 13 months during which time the Project Manager is providing all the services indicated in the Solicitation. The Applicant is then administratively withdrawn prior to iDone transmission. How will the Vendor {Contractor} be paid for the 13 months of services rendered and costs incurred.

The Vendor {Contractor} will only receive payment for the milestones that are successfully completed in accordance with Section 3.12 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  


	56 57
	32
	Section 3.12 Payment
	Page 32, Section 3.12 How will the State reimburse the vendor for cost incurred for applicants that are administratively withdrawn from the program?

The Vendor {Contractor} will only receive payment for the milestones that are successfully completed in accordance with Section 3.12 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}. 


	57 58
	32
	Section 3.12 Payment
	Page 32, Section 3.12 How will the State reimburse the vendor for cost incurred for applicants who voluntarily drop-out of the program?

The Vendor {Contractor} will only receive payment for the milestones that are successfully completed in accordance with Section 3.12 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  


	58 59
	32
	Section 3.12 Payment
	Page 32, Section 3.12 How will the State reimburse the vendor for cost incurred for applicants that are non-responsive, or not following program regulations and thus, do not proceed through to receive a Certificate of Occupancy and/or final closeout?

The Vendor {Contractor} will only receive payment for the milestones that are successfully completed in accordance with Section 3.12 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  


	59 60
	33
	Section 3.13.2
Technical Environment
	Page 33, Section 3.13.2 What documents will be transmitted through the file transmission methods indicated in this section? Will the SIROMs iDone interface be revised to match one of these methodologies?

The Vendor {Contractor} will not need to transmit any documents via the method discussed in Section 3.13.2 at this time.  

The SIROMS iDone interface is a secure electronic transmission of data via FTP to our SIROMS environment hosted outside of the State's Garden State Network.  At this time, and for the foreseeable future, the SIROMS environment will remain outside of the State's Garden State Network.  As such, the conditions of Section 3.13 do not apply to iDone interface until such time the SIROMS environment is hosted within the State's Garden State Network.


	60 61
	40
	Section 4.4.1.5
Small Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Blanket P.O. {Contacts}
	What is the small business subcontracting goal for this effort?

Please refer to Section 4.4.1.5 of the Bid Solicitation {RFP} for information regarding small business subcontracting goals for this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  

As specified by Section 4.4.1.5, if the Vendor {Bidder} chooses to use Subcontractors and fails to meet the small business subcontracting targets set forth, the Vendor {Bidder} must submit documentation demonstrating its good faith effort to meet the targets with its Quote {Proposal} or within seven (7) business days upon request.


	61 61
	42
	Section 4.4.1.5
Small Business Subcontracting Set-Aside Blanket P.O. {Contacts}
	Section 4.4.1.5, page 42. This section states that this contract has set-aside subcontracting goals for New Jersey Small Business Enterprises. However, these subcontracting goals do not appear to be provided within the RFP. Please clarify if there are defined goals for NJ small businesses, or if the intent is only to ask Vendors to submit documentation demonstrating their good faith efforts to secure NJ small businesses as subcontractors.

Please refer to the answer to Question #60.


	62 62
	46
	Section 4.4.3.3.4
Contingency Plan
	Page 46, Section 4.4.3.3.4 The RFP does not include details of the Contingency Plan? Other than the Security Plan, what are the other components of this plan?

The State is only requesting a Security Plan as part of the Contingency Plan, as specified by Section 4.4.3.3.4 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.  Vendors {Bidders} should refer to Section 5.9.3 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} for additional information regarding the components of the Security Plan.  


	63 63
	49-50
	Section 4.4.5.2
Price Sheet/Schedule Attachment Instructions
	Section 1.2.1, pages 6-7; Section 4.4.5.2, pages 49-50; and Pricing Schedule Excel file. As noted in the referenced sections and the Pricing Schedule form, the unit price for all pools includes the cost of processing the applicant through Final Closeout. This would mean, for example, that the unit price for applicants entering through Pool 1A would include all the costs involved in Reconstruction and also the costs of the functions associated with Pools 2, 3, and 4. Please confirm that this understanding of the pricing instructions is correct.

Correct.  In the example, the Vendor {Contractor} shall receive the Pool 1A unit cost for taking the Applicant from initial transfer to Final Closeout.


	64 64
	62
	Section 5.15 Retainage
	Section 5.15 RETAINAGE: a. Please clarify the basis for 10% retainage on this Blanket PO when:  the Payment terms (proposed to be 3 installments  30%/40%/30% - of the per Applicant firm fixed unit cost) themselves serve as retainage, and  any single % installment payment is made only after the DCA SCM has approved that the Vendor {Contractor} has satisfactorily reached the indicated milestone requirements for that installment payment, and the likely time durations between these installments payments given the labor outlay demands to deliver services throughout create a significant cash flow burden on the Vendor {Contractor}. b. In the event, the State does not eliminate the proposed retainage, please provide the criteria to be utilized to determine satisfactory Vendor {Contractor} performance as it relates to the release of 90% of retainage held over the previous 3 months.

Retainage has been removed, please refer to Section 5.15 of the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	65 65
	63
	Section 5.17.1 Indemnification
	Section 5.17.1 INDEMNIFICATION: Please clarify that it is the State’s intent that Indemnification (the Vendor {Contractor’s} liability to the State pertains only to the Vendor {Contractor’s} negligence or failure to properly perform services specifically outlined in this Solicitation.

No.  Please refer to Section 4.1 of the State Standard Terms and Conditions accompanying this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	66 66
	63
	Section 5.17.1 Indemnification
	Section 5.17.1 INDEMNIFICATION: Please confirm whether the State will Indemnify the Vendor {Contractor} against lawsuits brought by Applicants served by this Solicitation when the claims do not relate to the performance of the Vendor {Contractor’s} responsibilities under this Blanket PO and, if indemnification is not to be provided the Vendor {Contractor} by the State in those instances whether legal fees incurred by the Vendor {Contractor} to defend against such frivolous law suits will be reimbursed as an additional cost.

No.  The State of New Jersey will not indemnify, defend, pay or reimburse for claims or take similar actions on behalf of the Vendor {Contractor}.

Please refer to Section 4.1 of the State Standard Terms and Conditions accompanying this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	67 67
	80
	Section 3.7 of 9.0 
SSTC
Buy American
	Section 3.7 of 9.0 BUY AMERICAN: Indicates that manufactured items shall be produced in the US and certified as such if they are used in a “public work”. Please confirm whether this would apply to items installed in private residences as part of 3.11 Punch List activities.

There are two “Buy American” provisions in New Jersey law that apply to the portions of the Blanket P.O. {Contract} that constitute public work.  N.J.S.A. 52:32-1 applies pursuant to the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC) Section 3.7, Buy American, and N.J.S.A. 52:33-1 applies via SSTC Section 2.1, Compliance-Laws.  

To the extent that it is unclear whether a specific portion of work constitutes “state work” or “public work,” the Vendor {Contractor} shall consult with the SCM who shall determine which of the work that the Vendor {Contractor} provides under this Blanket P.O. {Contract} are defined as a public work and require that the Vendor {Contractor} comply with the Buy American statutes, where applicable. For non-public work portions of the contract, the Buy American requirements do not apply.
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