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April 19, 2017


To: All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re:  Bid Solicitation {RFP} # 17DPP00113
        T2702 – NJDEP Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) Examination


       Quote {Proposal} Submission Due Date: April 28, 2017 (2:00 p.m. ET)


Bid Amendment {Addendum} #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment {Addendum} #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation {RFP}:
  
· This Bid Amendment {Addendum} includes answers to questions; and

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to the Bid Solicitation {RFP} # 17DPP00113, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} titled “REVISED RFP T2702 041917”). 

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation {RFP} and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation {RFP} as set forth in all Bid Amendments {Addenda}. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation {RFP} shall remain the same.



T2702 – NJDEP Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) Examination
Bid Solicitation {RFP} Number: 17DPP00113

Answers to Questions

Each question is referenced by the appropriate Bid Solicitation {RFP} page number(s) and section where applicable. 


	#
	Page #
	RFP Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	29



	Contractor Roles
	In Section 3.18.1, can the same person fill multiple roles (e.g., can the Contract Program Manager also be the Psychometrician)?

Yes.  The same individual may fill multiple staffing positions; however, personnel must meet the stated qualifications for each position they are proposed to fill.  Furthermore, hourly rates must be provided for each staffing position in accordance with Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 4.4.5.2.


	2
	48





	Contract Term
	As stated in the RFP, the contract would be for two years. Are there any renewal options included?

As specified by Section 5.2 of the Bid Specification {RFP}, “This Blanket P.O. {Contract} may be extended up to three (3) years with no single extension exceeding one (1) year, by the mutual written consent of the Vendor {Contractor} and the Director at the same terms, conditions, and pricing at the rates in effect in the last year of this Blanket P.O. {Contract} or rates more favorable to the State.”  


	3
	22




	SME Workshops
	Must all SME workshops be conducted in person, or they be conducted virtually as well? We understand that at least one must be in person, based on p. 22 of the RFP: "The Vendor {Contractor} shall conduct one (1) or more in-person item writing workshops with SMEs that participate in examination item development and writing."

As specified by Section 3.6 of the Bid Specification {RFP}, the Vendor {Contractor} shall conduct one (1) or more item writing workshop, and one (1) or more item review workshop.  All workshops must be conducted in person and in accordance with the requirements of Section 3.6 of the Bid Specification {RFP}


	4
	20
	Exam Statistics
	May we obtain the exam statistics for the existing exams in the bank? That is, for each item, item difficulty (p-value) and item discrimination (corrected point biserial)? We understand we would have access to the item bank of roughly 900 items, based on p. 20 of the RFP: ? Blanket P.O. {Contract} #A79727 previously produced an item bank/database of over 900 examination items?.The Vendor {Contractor}, with assistance from SMEs if necessary, shall review the examination items previously produced??

The New Jersey Site Remediation Professional Licensing Board (Board) has statistics for all published items in the bank, including percent correct (P+) and Pt. Biserial Correlations.  These statistics are confidential and cannot be publicly provided to potential Vendors {Bidders}.  The item bank, including statistics, will be provided to the awarded Vendor {Contractor} subsequent to Blanket P.O. {Contract} award.  

	5
	26/28
	Exam Format
	In what format would the vendor hand off the exams upon completion (e.g., hardcopies, electronic via email, or saved on a jump drive and sent via ground mail)?

As the scoring of the examinations are conducted by the Vendor {Contractor}, the Board does not require copies of the examination or the paper answer sheets, unless specifically requested by the State Contract Manager.  

If this question is in regard to Contract Turnover Material (Section 3.15), the Vendor {Contractor} shall export and provide the specified materials and information in an electronic format agreed to by the State Contract Manager.


	6
	26
	Passing Point Determination
	Is there a preferred method for setting the passing point? I.e., is the Angoff method preferred?

The Board does not specify a method.  However, it is expected that the Vendor {Contractor} will attempt to use materials previously produced to the greatest extent possible.  The original passing point was set using a Modified Angoff method, and exams have been statistically equated since then.  


	7
	20
	Examination Plan
	Section 3.4.1 (Examination Plan) states that "For each examination event, the Vendor {Contractor} shall develop one single examination with up to three (3) versions containing identical examination items in varying order." 1.In one of the questions in the main Wrike task, someone asks about the amount of overlap between exams. It appears that we will not have any issues with overlap between exam "versions" as they only need to be scrambled versions of each other. However, each exam administration will require a new exam form to be developed with a different mix of items and no predetermined amount of overlap. 2.Can we confirm that for each "examination event," the contractor will need to develop just a single exam and three scrambled (i.e., varying order) versions of that single exam?

The Board confirms that for each examination event, the Vendor {Contractor} shall develop a single examination and may be asked to provide up to three (3) scrambled (varying order) versions of that single examination.  


	8
	22
	Test Items
	Can we verify that the test items are intended to be four-alternative multiple choice? I only see a reference to "multiple choice" in the RFP verbiage

Yes.  The examination item questions shall all have four (4) multiple choice answers, unless otherwise approved by the State Contract Manager.  


	9
	20
	Unusable Items
	From the RFP (3.5 Examination Items), it states that "...the unusable turnover items are not expected to be reviewed or adopted as part of this Blanket P.O. {Contract}." Would there be any value in having access to those "unusable" items to avoid writing similar types of questions during item writing phases?

The Vendor {Contractor} may request to review unusable turnover items if the Vendor {Contractor} determines they may be helpful; however, the Vendor {Contractor} will not be compensated for the review of unusable items.  

	10
	21
	SME Recruitment
	Section 3.5.1 (Use of SMEs in Item Development) states clearly that the contractor is responsible for recruiting SMEs. However, the Board can provide contact information for the previous SME group. Would the NJDEP be willing to send out any communications to eligible and potential SMEs to introduce the contractor and encourage participation as a SME?

Subject Matter Expert (SME) recruiting is the responsibility of the Vendor {Contractor}; however, if an initial communication, such as a generic email is requested, the Board can assist by sending out such an email to potential SMEs.  Such requests must be made in writing by the Vendor {Contractor} to the State Contract Manager.  


	11
	26
	Examination Performance Review
	Section 3.11.3 (Examination Performance Review) states that "The Vendor {Contractor} shall meet with the SCM/Board to review the performance of the examination, discuss the results of the statistical analysis, and recommend revisions to the examination plan and individual examination items as a result of the evaluation." Is the expectation that this would be an in-person meeting or virtual/teleconference?

The Examination Performance Review meeting shall be in person.  


	12
	N/A
	Forms
	When trying to open a Portable Document Format (PDF) document I am receiving an error message and are unable to access the PDF document. How should I proceed?

It is recommended that users utilize Internet Explorer to view PDF documents. Certain PDF forms cannot be opened in the Chrome or Firefox built in PDF viewers that are enabled by default. If using Chrome or Firefox it is recommended that the file is downloaded instead by clicking the download button in the upper right-hand corner of the browser after an error message is received. An alternative option is to disable the built in PDF viewers in Chrome or Firefox.
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