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To: All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 


Re: Bid Solicitation {RFP} # 17DPP00097
       T1143 – Unemployment Cost Management Services

       Quote {Proposal} Submission Due Date: March 17, 2017 (2:00 p.m. ET)


	Bid Amendment {Addendum} #1


The following constitutes Bid Amendment {Addendum} #1 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation {RFP}:
  
· This Bid Amendment {Addendum} includes answers to questions and revisions to the Bid Solicitation {RFP}.

· Please note that for all additions, deletions, clarifications and modifications to Bid Solicitation {RFP} #17DPP00097, please refer to the Revised Bid Solicitation {RFP} titled “REVISED RFP T1143 030617”.

It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation {RFP} and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation {RFP} as set forth in all Bid Amendments {Addenda}. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation {RFP} shall remain the same.



T1143 – Unemployment Cost Management Services 
Bid Solicitation {RFP} Number: 17DPP00097

Answers to Questions

Note: Some of the questions have been paraphrased in the interest of readability and clarity.  Each question is referenced by the appropriate Bid Solicitation {RFP} page number(s) and section where applicable.  

	#
	Page #
	RFP Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	N/A
	N/A
	Test Question.


	2
	65
	Section 9.0
NJ Standard Terms & Conditions
	Will the State allow vendors to take exception to any of the Standards Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 1.3.1, Exceptions to The State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the SSTC and exceptions to mandatory requirements must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes.” Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: “Quotes {Proposals} including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation {RFP} as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, or that diminish the State’s rights under any Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from the Bid Solicitation {RFP}, will be considered null and void”.


	3
	N/A
	Low Voltage
	Will this bid need a quote on all low voltage (IE Fire Alarm, Burglar Alarm, Access Control, and / or CCTV System)? And if yes is there a drawing of plans for these trades?

This Question is not applicable to this Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	4
	
	Section 1.3.1
Electronic Question and Answer Period
	Will the State of New Jersey provide a response to vendor questions by February 16, 2016?

All Bid Amendments {Addenda} to this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, including Bid Amendment #1 – Answers to Vendor {Bidder} Questions, will be advertised and posted on NJSTART at least seven (7) business days prior to the Quote {Proposal} opening date in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:34-12 and N.J.A.C. 17:12-2.1.


	5
	
	Section 1.3.1.1 Exceptions to the State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions
	After review of Section 9 (State of New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions) we believe that, given the uniqueness and heavily regulated nature of the services associated with this RFP, alternate standard Terms and Conditions will be the best starting point for contractual negotiations at a later stage. Typically, the aforementioned alternate standard Terms and Conditions are specific to the solutions and services and contain reasonable and fair clauses for both parties. Will the State of New Jersey accept the requests to discuss and negotiate mutual terms and conditions at a later RFP stage?

As stated in Section 4.1 General: “Quotes {Proposals} including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation {RFP} as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, or that diminish the State’s rights under any Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from the Bid Solicitation {RFP}, will be considered null and void.”  There shall be no negotiation of terms and conditions after Quotes {Proposals} are open.
 

	6
	
	Section 9.0
NJ Standard Terms & Conditions
	Will the state of New Jersey grant an extension to the date for submittal of the associated proposals, should the state be willing to discuss and negotiate mutual terms and conditions associated with this RFP?

Please refer to the answer to Question #5.

	7
	
	Separately procure individual requirements
	In RFP section 1.1., it states ?The intent of this Bid Solicitation {RFP} is to award a Master Blanket Purchase Order (Blanket P.O.) {Contract} to that responsible Vendor {Bidder} whose Quote {Proposal}, conforming to this Bid Solicitation {RFP} is most advantageous to the State, price and other factors considered. The State may award any and all price lines. The State, however, reserves the right to separately procure individual requirements that are the subject of the Blanket P.O. {Contract} during the Blanket P.O. {Contract} term, when deemed by the Director of the Division of Purchase and Property (Director) to be in the State?s best interest.? Given the State?s desire to obtain the most advantageous price, service, and other factors for individual requirements in the RFP, would the Director kindly consider separately procuring the programmatic portions of the statement of work from the technology portions. For example, awarding technology focused requirements 3.1.2 Collection of Wage and Separation Information, 3.1.3 Retrieval Information Process, 3.1.4 Reporting of Wage and Separation Information and 3.1.7 Information and Records, separately from the programmatic requirements?

The State declines to separate the technology focused portions of the Bid Specification {RFP}.  The State intends to award a Blanket P.O. {Contract} to provide the services as specified by the Bid Specification {RFP} to one (1) Vendor {Bidder}.  


	8
	
	Educational Institutions
	How many of your claims are related to educational institution employees who have received letters of reasonable assurance?

The State is unable to provide this information as it is not tracked by the Division of Pensions and Benefits.


	9
	
	Change in claims volume
	Can the state provide any insight on the reason for the decrease in claims volume over the past few years?

In general terms, the State attributes the reduction in the volume of unemployment claims in recent years to improving economic conditions.   


	10
	
	Current Vendor 
	Some of our competitors count claims differently in their reports, we were wondering if we could have information on who currently holds this contract with the state.

Equifax Workforce Solutions is the current Vendor {Contractor} providing Unemployment Cost Management Services to the Division of Pensions and Benefits.
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