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To: All Interested Vendors {Bidders} 
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        Science Assessment Program

       Quote {Proposal} Submission Due Date: June 20, 2017 (2:00 p.m. ET)
       REVISED Quote {Proposal} Submission Due Date: July 18, 2017 (2:00 p.m. ET)
	

Bid Amendment {Addendum} #01


The following constitutes Bid Amendment {Addendum} #01 to the above referenced Bid Solicitation {RFP}:
  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This Bid Amendment {Addendum} includes answers to questions.  Please note that the remaining answers to outstanding questions and Bid Solicitation {RFP} revisions will be presented in a later Bid Amendment {Addendum}. 


It is the sole responsibility of the Vendor {Bidder} to be knowledgeable of all of the additions, deletions, clarifications, and modifications to the Bid Solicitation {RFP} and/or the New Jersey Standard Terms and Conditions relative to this Bid Solicitation {RFP} as set forth in all Bid Amendments {Addenda}. 

All other instructions, terms, and conditions of the Bid Solicitation {RFP} shall remain the same.



Science Assessment Program 
Bid Solicitation {RFP} Number: 17DPP00062

Answers to Questions

Note: Each question is referenced by the appropriate Bid Solicitation {RFP} page number(s) and section where applicable.  

	#
	Page #
	RFP Section Reference
	Question (Bolded) and Answer

	1
	8
	Section 1.2
Background
	The RFP notes that, “It is the intent of the NJDOE to modify the elementary Science assessment administration from Grade 4 to Grade 5 during the Blanket P.O. {Contract} term.  Please note that throughout this Bid Solicitation {RFP} the term Grade 4 will be representative of the elementary school test, whether it is administered in Grade 4 or Grade 5.  It is also the intention of the NJDOE to modify the high school Science assessment administration from three (3) EOCAs into a single comprehensive assessment, administered in Grade 11.”

The RFP asks for three EOCAs and yet the “Note” on page 8 seems to suggest that the three high school EOCAs would be modified into a single comprehensive assessment.  Which of the following is the requirement for this contract: Three (3) EOCAs or one (1) comprehensive high school science assessment?

The Master Blanket P.O. (Blanket P.O.)  {Contract} resulting from this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, shall require one (1) comprehensive high school science End of Course Assessment (EOCA).


	2

	8
	Section 1.2 Background

	The approximation of 10,000 students per assessment is noted.  While we understand there is no solid information on the number of districts who may require paper tests, for planning and costing purposes would you provide an estimate of the number of shipments expected to disseminate these materials?

Very few districts may require paper tests, but these districts are widely separated across the regions of the State.  The State cannot provide a numerical estimate of the numbers of shipments expected.  However, approximately 600 districts exist in New Jersey, and it is expected there will be students in small clusters throughout the majority of these districts who may request paper tests.


	3

	27
	Section 3.1.2
Assessment Standards
	A. Will there be stand-alone field tests in 2017/2018 for the EOCAs to be administered in 2018/2019 (RFP 3.1.2, paragraph 1)?

No, the Vendor {Contractor} will not be required to develop and administer an EOCA in 2018/2019.  Please refer to Questions #4 and #5 of this document for additional clarification.

B. The RFP indicates that there will be a transition to the high school comprehensive assessment, and that there will be a stand-alone field test for this transition.  However, the only EOCA currently offered is Biology.  Are we to assume that the vendor will need to field-test Chemistry and Physics items as well as Biology items ahead of the 2018/2019 EOCA for Chemistry & Physics?

No, the Vendor {Contractor} shall not be required to field test the high school EOCA.  Please refer to Questions #18 and #19 of this document for additional clarification.


	4
	27
	Section 3.1.2
Assessment Standards
	Can NJDOE clarify what it means by “to any future revisions or their replacements?  (3.1.2.f.)”?  Is this indicative of an ongoing alignment process undertaken by the vendor?

The Blanket P.O. {Contract} shall cover the next standards review.  The Vendor {Contractor} should be prepared to align its items to any revisions to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards that may occur during the term of the Blanket P.O. {Contract}.

Note: The State has adopted the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and retitled it as the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS).  In accordance with Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.1.2(f), the Vendor {Contractor} shall ensure that the assessments align to the current New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards and to any future revisions of the NJCCCS or their replacements.  Additionally, it is noted that at this time, the standards set forth in both the NGSS and NJSLS are identical.


	5
	27
	Section 3.1.2
Assessment Standards
	Will items banked from the previous NJ ASK and BCT Science assessments be used to create the May 2018 operational assessment?

No, the Vendor {Contractor} should not expect to re-use any current items.  The current item bank will be made available to the Vendor {Contractor}; however, the items have not been field tested in an online environment and therefore could not be used for a Computer Based Test without first going through a field test.


	6

	27
	Section 3.1.2
Assessment Standards
	A. Do three final test forms for each operational assessment mean that there will be three operational tests each with their own different operational items, as well as unique FT items? 

Yes, dependent on the Blanket P.O. {Contract} award date, there will be three (3) unique operational (OP) assessments in year one (1) with unique field test items for each.

B. If so, will those three OP forms need to be developed in year 1, or will they be phased-in? 

Depending on the Blanket P.O. {Contract} award date, the three (3) operational forms should be developed in year one (1) of the Blanket P.O. {Contract}.

C. Will there be common items across the 3 operational forms?

Yes, there will be common items because the expectation is for the items to be linked.


	7
	28
	Section 3.1.2.(h)
Assessment Standards
	Regarding assessment standards, the RFP states that the vendor shall, 
“Adapt to the level of test development progress that may have taken place between the release of this Bid Solicitation {RFP} and the actual award of the Blanket P.O. {Contract}.  Additionally, adjust or expand as necessary the original concepts set forth in this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, under the direction of the SCM, to accommodate unforeseen developments that take place during the term of the Blanket P.O. {Contract}?” 

A. Can you please provide information on the number of items in the current bank at each grade and EOCA that align to the NGSS? 

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) has less than 60 multiple-choice items for Grades 4 and 8; and there are no items at the high school level or for Grade 5.

B. Will these items be used to build the 2017/18 forms?

The current bank of items will be accessible to the awardee to build the 2017/2018 forms. 


	8
	28
	Section 3.1.2(h)
Assessment Standards
	Could NJDOE specify how the original concepts in the RFP might be expanded under the direction of the SCM (3.1.2.h.)?

The Vendor {Contractor} should be prepared to “adapt” its solution under the direction of the State Contract Manager (SCM), if the Blanket P.O. {Contract} is required to be expanded in response to, but not to be limited by: changes in regulations; federal or State statutes; a change in policy due to different government administrations, and/or factors.  Please refer to Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 5.4, Change Order {Contract Amendment}, for additional information regarding how a potential expansion may be operationalized.


	9
	32
	Section 3.1.4.3(d)
Technical Support Requirements for Web-Based Components
	In regards to the following text “Provide for the ability to enable or disable any function at the user level, and be able to restrict access at the user level via secure, password protection protocols” 

A. Please specify/define “user level”?

A user-level is a role-based restriction/permission granted to an individual/group based on its needs/approved access.  The user levels shall be role-based.  Please refer to Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.1.4.3.1 b 1 iii d.
 
B. Is user level on a per person or per user role?

The user-level shall be role-based.  Please refer to RFP Section 3.1.4.3.1 b 1 iii d.

C. List some examples/expectations of functions you would disable?

The Vendor {Bidder} shall recommend examples/expectations in its Quote {Proposal} based on its expertise with web-based components.


	10
	33
	Section 3.1.4.3(l.4)
Technical Support Requirements for Web-Based Components

	What specifications are you looking for in the system performance data summary reports and updates to be delivered to the SCM on a quarterly basis?

The Vendor {Bidder} shall recommend specifications in its Quote {Proposal} based on its expertise with web-based components.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall accommodate and additional specification inclusion requested by the SCM.


	11
	37-38
	Sections 3.1.4.3.3
Hosting and Backup Services
and
Section 3.1.4.3.4 Extranet Plan
	Do we have to have an extranet plan if we comply with transmission of files requirements in 3.1.4.3.5 Transmission of Files?

Yes, an Extranet Plan is still a requirement.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall adhere to the requirements and standards as set forth by New Jersey Office of Information Technology (NJOIT) and its partner Using Agency (NJDOE), as set forth in Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.1.4.3.1, State Technology Requirements and Standards.


	12
	48
	Section 3.4.1
Test Implementation Schedule & Block Scheduling Work Plan
	Will the High School assessments also be administered in the summer, or just fall and spring?

No, the comprehensive high school EOCA to be delivered in grade 11, will not be administered in the Summer.  It is not a graduation requirement.


	13
	48
	Section 3.4.1(a-c)
Test Implementation Schedule & Block Scheduling Work Plan
	There's no specific administration schedule, how many days will your administration be held over?

The number of administration days is dependent on the Vendor {Contractor’s} Blueprint (Refer to Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.2.11, Development of Assessment Blueprint).


	14
	49
	Section 3.4.2.1 Performance-Based Assessment (PBA)
& Appendix C - Sample Item and Points Breakdown
	Paragraph (a) permits technology-enhanced items (TEIs) (graphic-response and short-answer items); however, paragraphs (b) and (c) and Appendix C do not acknowledge the inclusion of TEIs in the PBA.  Is NJDOE open to vendor proposals that add polytomously scored TEIs (or multi-part TEIs) to the PBA that would supplant some of the human-scored CRs, required for each module, as stated in paragraph (c)?

Yes, the State is open to receiving Vendor {Bidder} Quotes {Proposals} as indicated in the question.


	15
	49
	Section 3.4.2.1 Performance-Based Assessment (PBA)
& Appendix C - Sample Item and Points Breakdown
	Paragraph (b) allows for a variable number of CRs, whereas paragraph (c) implies that strands from all modules will be assessed [by a CR].  The latter mandate seems to correlate with Appendix C, which maps out one CR for each module within the PBA.  Please confirm that NJDOE will permit vendors to propose a variable number of CRs (and as well TEIs) in the PBA in the NJ Science assessments.

Yes, the State is open to receiving Vendor {Bidder} Quotes {Proposals} as indicated in the question.


	16
	49
	Section 3.4.2
Structure of Assessments
	Will the PBAs and SBTs be memorable enough to require non-conventional equating procedures, similar to the "forward-backward" equating procedure that was used for NJ ASK ELA?

The State does not have an opinion for the equating procedure.  At this time, the NJDOE cannot speculate on the memorability of procedures and will work in conjunction with the Vendor {Contractor} to come up with a solution together.


	17
	49
	Section 3.4.2
Structure of Assessments
	Will items representing a specific module be grouped together, or will the test contain items from each module interwoven together?

The structuring of the items should benefit the student.  The DOE intends the items be grouped together; however depending on the Blanket P.O. {Contract} start date, the NJDOE may need the Vendor {Contractor} to rely upon its expertise during the first year of the operation to group or interweave, as needed, in order to comply with the standards in place during the Blanket P.O.’s {Contract’s} initial period of operation.


	18
	49,93
	Section 3.4.1
Test Implementation Schedule& Block Scheduling Work Plan, Section 3.11.11
Standard Setting, and the Dec. 2015 Benchmark Transition document - Standard Setting
	The RFP states in section 3.4.1, “Beginning in 2017-2018, all tests (EOCA, Grade 4 (5) Science, and Grade 8 Science) shall be based on the PBA/MSA model and the Next Generation Science Standards.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall provide new forms for the test each year,” and in section 3.11.11 (Standard Setting) “The standards shall be set each year for the first three (3) years of the Blanket P.O. {Contract} within 60 days after the administration in May 2017, May 2018, and May 2019 for all assessments.  Results shall not be reported until the standards are set and approved by the NJDOE.”

According to the Dec. 2015 Benchmark Transition to Next Generation Science Standards document released in late 2015, NJASK Grade 8 Science would be aligned to NGSS in 2017 and NJASK Grade 4 Science would be aligned to NGSS in 2018.  Please confirm that standards would be set for the Grade 8 NGSS-aligned Science test in 2017, for the Grade 4 NGSS-aligned Science test in 2018, and for the three EOCs (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics) and the new Grade 5 NGSS-aligned Science test in 2019?

The assessments are expected to be aligned to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) in the 2017/2018 academic year in grades 4/5, 8, and the comprehensive high school EOCA (Grade 11).  Following the first operational year of the assessment, a standards setting will take place, with the possibility of conducting another standard setting during the term of this Blanket P.O. [Contract}.

	19
	49,93
	Section 3.4.1
Test Implementation Schedule& Block Scheduling Work Plan, Section 3.11.11
Standard Setting, and the Dec. 2015 Benchmark Transition document - Standard Setting
	If the timing for the standard setting for the specific tests is not confirmed, please clarify which and when.

The alignment is expected for the 2017/2018 academic year following New Jersey Student Learning Standards settings for Grades 4/5, 8, and the comprehensive high school EOCA.  The strategy may be revisited over the course of four (4) to five (5) years into this Blanket P.O. {Contract}.  

	20

	49,93
	Section 3.4.1
Test Implementation Schedule& Block Scheduling Work Plan, Section 3.11.11
Standard Setting, and the Dec. 2015 Benchmark Transition document - Standard Setting
	Given the starting date of the contract, will the current contractor or the new contractor be responsible for the planning and execution of any standard setting meetings taking place in 2017, within 60 days of the 2017 administration?

Dependent on the Blanket P.O. {Contract} start date, the first standard settings (e.g. Grade 4/5, 8, and the comprehensive high school EOCA, will occur after the first operational year.  There is potential for further studies that may result in another standard setting or two (2), possibly four (4) or five (5) years after the first one (1) is conducted.  


	21

	50
	Section 3.5
Assessment Item Development
	Will the new NGSS question development allow use of any SEP with any NGSS standard, or will the SEP have to be restricted to the one found associated with the particular standard?

The Vendor {Contractor} shall provide guidance and expertise helpful to and in conjunction with providing the State with recommendations for a NJDOE policy decision for best practice Science and Engineering Practices (SEP.)


	22

	50
	Section 3.5
Assessment Item Development
	How many questions need to be developed per test?

The Vendor {Contractor} should rely on its expertise when developing a specific quantity of questions per assessment.


	23
	50
	Section 3.5
Assessment Item Development
	What style of questions are wanted and how many of each type, e.g., standalones vs. clusters?

In accordance with Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.2.11, Development of Assessment Blueprint, the Vendor {Contractor} shall develop the Assessment Blueprint based on its suggestions of question style/type and the number included.  Please note, in accordance with Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.4.2.2, Machine-Scoreable Assessment, approximately 50% of items can be multiple choice.


	24
	50
	Section 3.5
Assessment Item Development
	How many of the items need to be technology enhanced?

The Vendor {Contractor} should rely on its expertise when supplying a specific quantity of technology-enhanced items.


	25
	50
	Section 3.5
Assessment Item Development
	How many dimensions are the assessment items going to need to align to?

The Vendor {Contractor} shall provide guidance and expertise helpful to and in conjunction with providing the State with recommendations regarding the dimensions of the assessment items.


	26
	50
	Section 3.5.(b)
Assessment Item Development
	RFP Section 3.5.b states that the Contractor shall: Develop three final test forms for each operational administration. 

A. Does this mean three different operational forms (each with a set of anchor items and a set of unique items)?  Does there also need to be a fourth form developed as a breach form? 

The Vendor {Contractor} shall be responsible for the development of three (3) unique operational forms including unique items to each form.  One (1) of these forms would be considered the Breach Form.  There is no need for a fourth form.

B. Additionally, does this mean that, for the High School courses (which are administered twice per year), there will be six final test forms developed annually (three for each administration)?

For the comprehensive high school EOCA, those three (3) forms can be used over one (1) year for both administrations.  With three (3) unique forms, there will be enough flexibility for fall and spring use.


	27
	51
	Section 3.5.1.1
(b.1-4 & c.1-4)
Items for The Machine-Scoreable Assessments
	Is the state expecting to incorporate AI scoring for the CR items such as short answer?

Yes, the State is open to incorporating Artificial Intelligence (AI) scoring.


	28
	52
	Section 3.5.2
Performance Level Descriptors (PLD)
	Are the three iterations of the PLDs referring to Range, Threshold, and Scoring PLDs, or simply revisions of the originals?

The PLD is a process that evolves over time, as demonstrated in Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 3.5.2, Performance Level Descriptors (PLD); the three (3) iterations refer to NJDOE’s continuous review and subsequent revision of the PLD (Refer to Section 3.5.2 (a-c)), as needed.  


	29
	52
	Section 3.5.3
Accessibility Accommodation Features
	Most of the accommodations on the PARCC document for IEPs/504 plans are for ELA and Math.  Are there specific guidelines for accommodations for Science assessments?

No, there is nothing specific to Science assessments; the NJDOE will incorporate all of the assessments to have similar accommodations.


	30
	52
	Section 3.5.3
Accessibility Accommodation Features
	What accommodations and accessibility features are required and which are preferred for Science assessments?

There are no specific features that are required/preferred for the science assessments; the NJDOE will incorporate all of the assessments to have similar accommodations.


	31
	52
	Section 3.5.3
Accessibility Accommodation Features
	From the PARCC accessibility and features listed in this document (http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/accessibility/manual), what online accommodations are currently being administered in New Jersey?

All current Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College & Careers (PARCC) assessments currently incorporate the referenced accommodations.


	32
	53
	Section 3.5.3.2.1
Braille and Large-Print Test Materials
	Are Braille and large-print test materials expected for paper and online delivery?

Yes, Braille and large-print are expected, if requested.  The percentage of students requesting Braille or large-print is small; and these students must be provided an opportunity to take tests via paper or online methods.


	33
	56
	Section 3.6.1.2(e.8)
Hardware and Software Requirements
	Is the state expecting this ancillary material (compass, spring scale, balance and graduated cylinder) to be interactive or static images?

The NJDOE prefers online simulations; and for paper, the preference is static images.


	34
	56
	Section 3.6.1.2(e.9)
Hardware and Software Requirements
	What quantity of the ancillary materials should be printed and available to schools upon request?

Approximately five percent (5%) of the ancillary materials shall be printed and available to schools Statewide, and distributed upon request.


	35
	56
	Section 3.6.1.2(e.12)
Hardware and Software Requirements
	Are the tools listed in functionality that allows for eliminating one or more distractors required or preferred (highlighting graphics and online “scratch paper” with drawing capability)?

The tools listed in this section are preferred, unless the tool is specifically required for the student’s accessibility to the particular item.

	36
	56
	Section 3.6.1.3(a)
Administrative System For Managing Online Tests
	In regards to the following text, "Provide data edit alerts to the administrative user and a process for correcting the error.”  Is NJ asking for validation messages, meaning the data entered doesn’t meet the format criteria so you want to enable a pop-up with the correct format?

The Vendor {Contractor} shall provide validation messages; however an interactive pop-up with the correct format is preferred. 


	37
	57
	Section 3.6.1.3(d)
Administrative System For Managing Online Tests
	Is the vendor expected to lockdown the testing device for practice testing?

No, practice testing does not require lockdown of the testing device.


	38
	57
	Section 3.6.1.3(d)
Administrative System For Managing Online Tests
	In regards to the following text “Ability for students to submit responses to questions, and for machine-scoreable items, receive feedback indicating whether the response was correct or incorrect, and if incorrect displaying the correct way to solve or answer the item.” 

What item types are you referring to?

This Bid Solicitation {RFP} section refers to practice tests only.  When answering items demonstrated on the practice tests, the student shall be provided with useful feedback on the appropriate answer.


	39
	59
	Section 3.6.1.7.1(c,e-g)
Compliant Content Format
	Will paper and online versions of the test need to be available in Spanish, Braille, Signing ASL and Signing (Signed English)?

Yes, paper and online versions of the test shall be available in Spanish, Braille, Signing ASL and Signing (Signed English), as requested.  However, only a small percentage (approximately 1%) of the student population requires these versions.


	40
	60
	Section 3.6.1.7.3
Digital Test Delivery System
	What is a tab-enter enabled device?

Computers, laptops, and desktop keyboards are examples of tab-entered devices.


	41
	60
	Section 3.6.1.7.3
Digital Test Delivery System
	Do students who require keyboard navigation use Bluetooth-enabled keyboards with tablets?

Students could be using Bluetooth-enabled keyboards depending on the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} platform, and includes how the items were developed for the platform; as well as, whether the particular school’s technology platform enables blue-tooth enabled keyboards.


	42
	61
	Section 3.6.2.2.(a & b)
Machine-Scoreable Answer Folder (Base Test And Embedded Field Test)

	Please confirm the EOCA and Grade 8 answer folders are actually representative of 4-page folders and not multi-page booklets.

The answer folders could be representative of a four (4) page folder, if the Vendor’s {Contractor’s} approved test Blueprint can realistically maintain such. Pursuant to the last sentence in RFP Section 3.6.2.2, Machine-Scoreable Answer Folder (Base Test and Embedded Field Test), “The above numbers are subject to change to match the actual assessment based on the approved BluePrint.”


	43
	64
	Section 3.6.2.5.1.(g.ii)
Packing & Distributing Testing Materials
	Please clarify whether overnight delivery service is required for all (outbound) packing and distribution needs or only as needed to meet deadlines.

Overnight delivery is only necessary as needed to meet deadlines.


	44
	65
	Section 3.6.2.6(a)
Shipping Requirements
	States that materials are to be “delivered to and picked up from the CSA or their designees”.  Is delivery by a reputable common carrier requiring a signature of someone at that site acceptable or must the delivery be received and signed for by specific individuals?

No, the delivery must only be addressed to and signed for by the Chief School Administrator’s (CSA) or its specified designee.


	45
	69
	Section 3.6.3
Materials and Procedures Required for Delivery Systems
	Does the NJDOE anticipate conducting any on-site monitoring of classrooms or testing sites during test administration?

No, the NJDOE does not anticipate conducting on-site monitoring; however the SCM will have final pre-approval of any materials sent by the Vendor {Contractor} to districts and schools, prior to delivery.  


	46
	76
	Section 3.7.2.5
Reader Training/Qualifications For CR Items
	In our experience, typical qualifying sets contain 10 responses.  Is it possible this requirement - readers shall score writing tasks in three (3) of six (6) qualifying packets, with each qualifying packet containing 20 to 25 scored CR items - refers to another program and not the SAP?

The requirements set forth in the Bid Solicitation {RFP} apply to the Science Assessment Program (SAP).


	47
	76
	Section 3.7.2.5
Reader Training/Qualifications For CR Items
	This section states that all readers shall be trained and qualified according to criteria established by the NJDOE.  Will the department accept vendor plans for training and qualifying readers that have proven successful?  If not, please indicate the number of anchor, practice, and qualifying sets expected.

The State is open to exploring new ideas for training and qualifying readers; however the Vendor {Contractor} shall receive prior approval from the SCM before deviating from the requirements as set forth in the Bid Solicitation {RFP}.


	48
	76,79
	Sections 3.7.2.3 Training and Qualifying Paper Set Selection For CR Item Scoring &
Section 3.8.4.1
	Section 3.8.4.1 indicates at least 100 responses per operational item are to be reviewed at range finding while section 3.7.2.3 indicates at least 150 responses per item for review.  (Our assumption is that 3.7.2.3 describes range finding sessions.) Please clarify NJDOE's expectation for the number of responses per item to be provided/reviewed at operational range finding sessions.

The field test range finding will review 50; operational range finding will review an additional 100, which gives 150 minimum for the training.


	49
	78
	Section 3.8.1
Planning Meetings &
Price Schedule

	If New Jersey would prefer the vendor to price the planning meetings in Section 3.8.1 in the universal column of the price schedule, could New Jersey post an amended price schedule?

The State does not accept your proposed modification to the price schedule/sheet.  The planning meetings must be priced separately.


	50
	79
	Section 3.8.4.1
Range Finding Meeting (Operational Items)
	How many separate range finding meetings does the NJDOE anticipate each year?  Should vendors assume separate range finding meetings for each administration (fall HS, spring HS, spring grades 4 and 8), or could range finding be conducted once per year to include items that will be assessed in both the fall and spring administrations?

Vendors {Contractors} shall assume there will be a total of six (6) meetings per year; two (2) separate range finding meetings per year for each program:  field test and operational (two (2) for Grade 4/5; two (2) for Grade 8, and two (2) for comprehensive high school EOCA.)  The same forms will be used for both Fall and Spring administrations.


	51
	86
	Section 3.9
Field Test
	Will there be a stand-alone field test prior to the May 2018 operational assessment?  The RFP mentions stand-alone FT-ing prior to the transitions from Grade 4 to 5 and to a unified HS assessment.  However, no stand-alone FT prior to the May 2018 operational is mentioned.

Dependent on the Blanket P.O. {Contract} award date, the Vendor {Contractor} may be required to potentially conduct field tests in lieu of operational assessments for the initial Blanket P.O. {Contract} year.


	52
	86
	Section 3.9.1
Field Test for Elementary Assessment
	RFP Section 3.9.1 states that the grade 5 stand alone will occur the year prior to transition from 4 to 5.  When is the stand-alone field test for 4/5 to be administered?

The State anticipates the stand-alone field test for Grade 4/5 will be administered in the 2017/2018 academic years.





	53
	86
	Section 3.10
Test Development
	A. Will the assessment be calibrated with a Rasch-based model; or, 2-, or 3-pl model?

With the new standards and the different measurement, the State will be relying on the Vendor {Contractor} to develop the best model fit to calibrate the items’ parameters.

B. There is reference to Rasch parameters in the RFP, implying the use of the Rasch-based Partial Credit Model; however, in other places the RFP refers to IRT parameters, implying a 2- or 3-pl model.

These references were presented as examples only, and as indicated in Part A of this question, with the new standards, the Vendor {Contractor} should rely upon its expertise.


	54
	87
	Section 3.10.1.1
Create and Update an Item Bank for Each Assessment
	States “The Vendor {Contractor} shall create an item bank for each Assessment. All items developed and utilized during the course of the project shall be added to the item banks.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall, at a minimum: a. Be able to store and make available for use all State owned item banks;” 

Is the state expecting that the vendor provided Item Bank system will be used to house Item data for assessments other than the Science assessment described in this RFP?

No, the item bank shall store NJDOE’s item bank of Science items only.  This includes the item bank from previous versions of the assessment as well as those developed under this Blanket P.O. {Contract}.  The item bank shall be readily available to the SCM at all times.


	55
	87
	Section 3.10.1.1
Create and Update an Item Bank for Each Assessment
	States “The Vendor {Contractor} shall create an item bank for each Assessment.  All items developed and utilized during the course of the project shall be added to the item banks.  The Vendor {Contractor} shall, at a minimum: h. Ensure that the item-banking system is provided as a stand-alone system that includes software, computer, and a basic printer;”

If the vendor provided Item Bank system is a web based system that does not require any local applications to be installed is this still a requirement?  If yes, what software needs to be included, and how many computers and printers need to be provided?

Depending on how the Vendor {Contractor} organizes its test bank, either method of stand-alone or web-based is acceptable.


	56
	89
	Section 3.10.1.1(i)
Create and Update an Item Bank for Each Assessment
	States “Install and maintain the Item-Banking System during the life of the project.  The Item-Banking System shall remain the property of NJDOE at the conclusion of the Blanket P.O. {Contract};” 

A. Does this requirement refer to NJDOE owning the items contained in the Item Bank or the Item Bank software system?

NJDOE shall own the items in the item bank, not the software system.

B. If this refers to the software system, does this exclude vendor owned proprietary software systems?

Not applicable as this refers just to the items in the test bank.


	57
	89
	Section 3.10.1.1.(h)
Create and Update an Item Bank for Each Assessment
	Is the sole purpose of the computer and basic printer to access and print out information directly from the item bank?

Yes, the NJDOE wants to see a hard copy of the item bank.


	58
	100
	Section 3.12.4
Dissemination of Reports
	Section 3.12.4 on page 100 of the RFP indicates that the vendor shall deliver data files on compact disks (CDs).  Will New Jersey accept electronic data files on external hard drives or flash drives instead?

The NJDOE prefers compact disks (CDs); however, the Vendor {Bidder} may deliver data files on flash drives or external hard drives as well.  

	59
	108,122
	Section 4.1
General &
Section 4.4.4.5
Experience with Blanket P.O. {Contracts} of Similar Size and Scope
	Section 4.1 of the RFP indicates that the use of URLs in a proposal should be limited and not used to satisfy any material term of the RFP.  However, Section 4.4.4.5 on page 122 requires that the Vendor provide documented experience to demonstrate work performed on similar contracts.  Demonstrating the breadth and depth of our test content and online delivery system is best achieved through an online training site accessed by URL.  How would New Jersey prefer this work to be demonstrated?

The Vendor {Bidder} may use URLs in its Quote {Proposal} to demonstrate its experience and work performed on similar Blanket P.O.s {Contracts}.


	60
	109
	Section 4.3
NJSTART Electronic Submission vs. Hard Copy Submission Instruction
	If we submit our Quote via hard copy, do we also have to submit electronically via NJSTART?

The Vendor {Bidder} is not required to submit its Quote {Proposal} in both hard copy and electronically through NJSTART.  In the event that the Vendor {Bidder} submits a hard copy Quote {Proposal}, it must follow the requirements demonstrated in Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 4.3.2, Hard Copy Submission.


	61
	137
	Section 6.7
Evaluation Criteria
	Can more information be provided about the evaluation criteria?

The Vendor {Bidder} submitted quote will be evaluated based on the criteria set forth in Section 6.7 of the Bid Solicitation {RFP}. The State will not provide additional information regarding the evaluation criteria.


	62
	119
	Section 4.4.3.1.1.3(a)
Preliminary Documents and Printed Materials &
4.4.3.1.1.2
Preliminary Yearly Schedule (PYS)

	Can you elaborate on what draft documents the State is expecting to receive in response to 4.4.3.1.1.1 Assessment Methodology and 4.4.3.1.1.2 Preliminary Yearly Schedule (PYS)?
 
The Vendor {Bidder} shall submit a draft of all deliverables contained within those sections.  This shall include, but not be limited to:  sample test blueprint (3.2.11), sample reports (3.12), sample Customer Satisfaction Index (3.2.9), its corresponding report (3.2.9.1.2), and Assessment Literature (3.6.3.1.1; 3.6.3.1.2.1 – 3.6.3.1.2.6).


	63
	124
	Section 4.4.5.2
Price Sheet/Schedule Attachment Instructions &
Price Schedule
	Would the State be willing to amend the Price Schedule to include line items for aspects of a large-scale assessment program like Program Management, Online Testing System Configuration, etc. that are also “Universal” in nature and not grade-specific?

The State does not accept your proposed modification to the Price Schedule.


	64
	124
	Section 4.4.5.2
Price Sheet/Schedule Attachment Instructions &
Price Schedule

	Please clarify which line items on the Price Schedule should be used for costs related to scanning paper/pencil answer documents.

One grouping of line items (RFP Sections 3.6.2 and 3.6.3) is for the development/scoring/data analysis, and the other grouping of line items (RFP Section 3.6.2.6) is for delivery and shipping.


	65
	124
	Section 4.4.5.2
Price Sheet/Schedule Attachment Instructions &
Price Schedule

	Please clarify which line items on the Price Schedule should be used for costs related to data analysis (RFP Section 3.11).

One grouping of line items (RFP Section 3.6.2 and 3.6.3) is for the development/scoring/data analysis, and the other grouping of line items (RFP 3.6.2.6) is for delivery and shipping.  There could be differences in how many the Vendor {Contractor} scored vs. how many were shipped.


	66
	144
	Section 9.0
NJ Standard Terms & Conditions
	Will the State allow vendors to take exception to any of the Standards Terms and Conditions?

As stated in Bid Solicitation {RFP} Section 1.3.1, Exceptions to The State of NJ Standard Terms and Conditions (SSTC): “Questions regarding the SSTC and exceptions to mandatory requirements must be posed during this Electronic Question and Answer period and shall contain the Vendor’s {Bidder’s} suggested changes and the reason(s) for the suggested changes.” Additionally, as stated in Section 4.1, General: “Quotes {Proposals} including Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms and conditions may be accepted, but Vendor {Bidder} proposed terms or conditions that conflict with those contained in the Bid Solicitation {RFP} as defined in Section 2.0 of this Bid Solicitation {RFP}, or that diminish the State’s rights under any Blanket P.O. {Contract} resulting from the Bid Solicitation {RFP}, will be considered null and void.”


	67
	144
	Force Majeure Events
(Section 9.0 NJ Standard Terms & Conditions)
	Although there is no provision in the RFP for delays in performance as a result of a force majeure event, does the State of New Jersey acknowledge that such delays in performance would not constitute a breach of the contract?

The State acknowledges that there are such delays in performance that may not constitute a breach of Blanket P.O. {Contract}.


	68
	144
	Other Exceptions to
Section 9.0
Standard Terms and Conditions
	Bidder is unable to enter into a contract without a Force Majeure clause. Would New Jersey consider adding the following language to its terms and conditions: 

To the extent that delays in performance or delivery are a result of a force majeure event (events beyond the contractor’s reasonable control including without limitation, acts of God; acts or omissions of governmental authorities or the other party or any third party; strikes, lockouts or other industrial disturbances; acts of public enemies; wars; blockades; riots; civil disturbances; epidemics; floods; hurricanes; tornadoes; and any other similar acts, events, or omissions) the delay in performance would not constitute a breach of the contract and the date of delivery or performance shall be extended for a reasonable period of time. To the extent that such failure is caused by the State, Department, Districts, or by a third party contracted by the State, the date of delivery or performance shall be extended for a period of equal duration to the time lost by reason of the delay.

The State does not accept the proposed modification; however, the State acknowledges that there are such delays in performance that may not constitute a breach of Blanket P.O. {Contract}.


	69
	144
	Force Majeure Events
(Section 9.0 NJ Standard Terms & Conditions)
	With regard to the force majeure events, we presume the Contractor will not be held responsible for delay or default to the extent caused by the State or third parties contracted by the State. Is this correct? If this is not correct, please explain.

In the event that there is a delay or default to the extent of the State or a third party contracted by the State, the Vendor {Contractor} will not be held responsible for that delay/default.


	70
	N/A
	Appendix C - Sample Item and Points Breakdown &
Dec. 2015 Benchmark Transition document
	The grade 8 science test for spring 2017 will be the first implementation of the NGSS-based standards in New Jersey, which will establish for the future Contractor a basic blueprint from which future tests forms will be constructed and then eventually equated. For the purpose of comparative costing, can NJDOE provide confirmation of the 2017 mix of CRs and TEIs on the PBA on the grade 8?

The first expected operational standards-aligned assessments for Grades 4/5, 8, and comprehensive high school EOCA begin academic year 2017/2018 (Spring 2018.) Technology Enhanced Item and Constructed Response. For the 2016-2017 academic year (Spring 2017 administration) there are no TEIs for grade 8.  The Vendor {Bidder} should not rely on current NJ practices, as the contract resulting from this RFP requires TEIs (computer-based assessments) and PBAs, which NJ does not currently employ for science assessments.
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